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with a population of eight million people there
are four million people on the land in Canada,
whereas in Australia with a population of five
million, there are only 800,000 people on the
land. Tt iz the duty of the Government to
tlo everything possible to assist our primary
industries and to get people into the back
country, and make the conditions there as
good as possible for them, Wo cannot go on
living in a fool’s paradise, and we shall have
to live on our primary products sconer or
later. o far as our essential secondary in-
dustries are coneerned, these should be rua in
conjunetion with the primary industries, but
in my opinien the secondary industries should
be left to private enterprise and should not
be tinkered with as has been the case in the
past. At the opportunc time private cnter-
prise will come along and establish the
necessary secondary industries, without the
‘State squandering any more money in assist-
ing them. If this sort of thing goes on, sooner
or later every man will be leaning up against
the Government for some form of assistance. 1
hope the Government will desist from assisting
secondary industries, za has been foreshadowed
hy some of the statements which have ap-
peared in the Press from the Minister for
Industries doring the last few months. Mr.
Allen referred to the shipbuilding at 1re
mantle,. While it is necessary te build ships
in the State, T think that private enterprise
could well do the work. I am pleased to see
that a company has ‘been formed. ¥ am not
complaining that, so long as they put up their
cagh, the Government should assist them in
gome measure, The statement which has been
made in reeard to 13 acres at Preston Point
wag contradieted in this morning’s paper, and
it now appears that the Government are going
to lease instead of scll that land, T the
Minister had given that company 2 seven
years lcase of that land with the option of
porchase” at £250 an acre 1 do not think he
would have had the interests of the country
at heart, This apparently has been altered
now at the request of the Enginezr-in-Chief,
who says that it will be required later on, but
_the faet remains that Cabinet passed that
lease. It is time that that sort of thing came
to an end. T understand that the lease could
have been ratified without eoming hefore Par-
linment to be diserssed. Lf it had uet heen
bronght up in another place in all probability
the situation would not have been altered now.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : Apparently the En-
gineer-in-Chief did not spot it.

Hon, G. J. G, W, MILES: | do not know
about that, but a few others (id spot it. T do
not want to weary the House with my views
on repatriation. This question is now being dis-
cngsed in ancther place. [ say, as T said be-
fore, that we cannot do too mueh for our
soldiers to assist them in every way. It has
just come under my notice the treatment ae-
corded to certain returned soldiers in this
State. Some returned soldiers landed in Sydney
and were brought by rail to Perth. In Sydney,
Melbovrne, and Adelaide they were given first
class carriages, but when they reached Kal-
goorlie they were put into second class car-
riages.” These were wounded men. I do not
know whether the military aunthorities or the
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State Government were to blame, but this
is something which should mnot have been
allowed, and which should not be allowed to
occur again, What I have said in eriticiam of
the Government I have not said in any
unfriendly spirit, but do want fe see
them do something to straighten out the
finances of the country. In my opinion the
Wyndham freezing works should be either
leased or sold. If we are going to run them,
| for one congratulate the Honorary Minister
upon appeinting the man he has appointed to
manage them. [ understand that he is one of
the best men in his line in Australia, and it
is a good thing to give him gomething like g
decent salary instead of the miserable pit-
tances which are usually given fo publie ser-
vants, By giving this man £1,500 a year we
are not paying him a penny less than he is
entitled to have, if he is the right man. I
would even give a higher salary if necessary
in order to get the best brains and ability to
run any works. With regard to the question
of the appointment of three commissioners to
manage the railways, I think if one commis-
sioner was appeinted, a strong man and an
able man, and if he was given a decent salary
and not interfered with in any political man-
ner, that he should be abie to run the railways
lwettor than they have been run in the past.
We are going threugh abnormal times, and we
have not the freights that we ecould depend
upon in pre-war times in the matter of timber,
wheat and other commedities. 1 hope that
some of the suggestions I have made will
appeal to the Government, and will be adopted.

Sitting suspendell from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham debate
mljourned,

Flouse adjourned at 7.31 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 8rd September, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

[For *‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and TProreedings.’’)

QUESTION—FREMANTLE PUBLIC
HOSPITAL.

Mr. ROCKE (without notice) asked the
Premier: Ts the report ready which on the
17th April last he promised shonld be laid on
the Table? T refer to the report in connection
with the treatment at the Fremantle Pub-
lie Hospital of James MeGowan, since de-
ceased,
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The PREMIER replied: I have not vet got
the report, I will have inquiries made, and
will let the hon, member know,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Amendment—No-confidence.

Debate resumed from the 29th August.

Hon, J, MITCHELL (Northam) [4.48]: .
understand that I cannot speak again on
the Address-in-reply, and that anything I de-
sire to say on subjects apurt from the work
of repatriation must be said to-day.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It may not be necessary
for you to speak again,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the
Chair is the Address-in-reply, and the hon.
member ean address himself to that subject.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T should have pre-
ferred to deal with the one question only.
However, I do wish to say to the Minister for
Industries certain things on the subject of
freezing works. For some time we have
thought that we ought to have freczing works
at Fremantle. The Treasurer is hard up for
money; he has told us that it will not be pos-
sible to borrow for, at any rate, some time to
come. That being so, we must do something
to get cash into this State if we are ta find
employment for the people. The producers
have been urging the Government for a long
time past to crcet freezing works at TFre-
mantle. The Governor’s Speech says that
freczing works arve to be erected there; the
Premier says so; and Mr. Colebateh says so.
As we understand, they are to be erected by
the Government. The Minister for Indvs-
trics, however, in his speech said that the
Government were willing to allow these
works te he erected by some private persons.
I the Government have for some time been
willing to allow the works to he so crected,
why have they not made the matter public
in order that delay might be avoided? I
have no objection, so long as the private
ownera of the works will agree to conditions
which will be fair to everybody, providing
opportunity to all produncers; but I should
ohject most strongly to the erecton of private
works on anv Government land exeept under
those conditions. To my mind. these works
afford facilities which should he owned by
the State for the use of all who care to in-
duige in the export of meat, whether as pro-
ducers of or as dealers in meat. T have no
desire to deal at any length with the subject.
but T confess that T am profoundly disap-
rointed at the contradictory nature of the
statements made on this matter hy Ministers,
Tt wonld be well if the Government said all
tho time the same thing, whether it was the
right thing or cven the wrong thing, Tt
would he well, because then we should kuow
exactlv where we stand.  In point of faet, on
almost everv suhjeet, even on subjects of
minor importanee, we find that diversity of
opinion in the Government—Ministers some-
times voting on either side of the House.
Sueh a nosition is at any rate verv confus-
ing. Tt is verv wrong that there should be
this conflict of opinion between Ministers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P, Collier: But that is what is laid
down in their platform—independence and
freedom of action. -

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I think Ministers are
the only members of the National party who
exercige that independence and that freedom
of ag¢tion,

Hon. P. Collier: The God-help-us party.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope, too, that in
connection with the wheat scheme the Govern-
ment will see that the Advisory Board are com-
posed of men outside the service. I rientioned
this matter some time ago, when the Minister
for Works was acting leader of the House; and
I believe he made a note of it at the time, It
is not fair to the producers that the Govern-
ment should have oflicials on the board, be-
cause with two officials on the board, one being
in the chair, and only two laymen, it hecomes
merely a Minister’s board.

Mr, Smith: Did not you yourself appoint
officials? i

Hon. J. MITCHELL: To the board?

Mr. Smith: Yes.

Houn. JJ. MITCHELL:

Member: Mr. Sibbald.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I did not appoint
Mr. Sibballd to the Board. He was not a mem-
ber of the Board, I got rid of the officials
who were on the heard. I did what I am now
asking the Government to do, not because the
officials are not good men—probably they are
good men—but beecause I think the board
should be a board standing between the far-
mers and the Government. In connection with
the receiving of wheat this year, T think that
if it is possible to build sheds at the larger
receiving stations, the sheds should be built
there. We have seen this year the resnlt of the
Government’s endeavour to take the Wheat
to Spencer’s Brook. I confess that was my
scheme, and I helieve it would have heen
satisfactorily managed this year if the wheat
had heen teccived at the proper time; that is,
when first stripped. DBut the Government de-
termined that the wheat shounld not be re-
ceived until some time in Janvary, and the re-
sult wns that a good deal of wheat remained
for five or six months at country stations ab-
solutely unprotected from the weather, and,
as the House knows, we have had a very wet
sezgon. I hope that next year’s arrange-
ments for receiving the wheat will include
proper care to house the wheat before the
winter raing set in. Tt must be remembered
that the people are responsible to the extent
of the guarantee of the price of wheat, and it
is not altogether the farmers’ loss if the wheat
is destroyed, If we are to have freezing
works, we shall want more stock; and it has
heen snggested that our farmers should grow
more stock and less wheat. I think they had
better produce more wheat, and more stock
teo. I believe that if the Government edred
to Ao so, they conld finance the purchase of a
good many sheen for farmers who have heen
argigted, T believe that without putting ep
any monev whatever it would he pmossible to
hoy 250,000 sheep for farmers under the In-
dustries Assistance Board or on the Agricul-
tural Bank. T believe the sheep owners would
eladly nrovide ewes for the Covernnient to
distribute amongst the farmers, and that the

Na.
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sheep owners would be perfectly wiling to
aceept payment spread over two or three years.
They could sell at a very low price, and still
Jdo hetter in this way fhan if they placed the
gheep on the market. This is the first time since
the Agriculural Bank has been in operation
that the Government have been in a position
to acquire sheep cheaply, and the opportunity
ought not to be lost., Having said so mueh,
may I add that T did propose to-day to touch
npon the financial position of the conntry;
bt I do not know that that is so very neces-
sary. I know that the deficii has got up to
three millions now, and that this year we are
lwound to have an additional deficit of nearly
three quarters of a million. The one thing
that troubles me is that there is nothing be-
ing done, even in view of the daily inerease
of the deficit, to provide incrensed revenue, in
the years that are to come, We talk produec-
tion, but we do not attend to it. Nothing iz
being done by the Government to deveiop the
country. In fact, I believe that representa-
tives of the farming districts conld tell na
that men are being driven off the land to-day
by the treatment they are receiving.

Mr. Maley: Some of them should never have
been put there.

Hou. J. MITCHELL: There are some men
in Parliament who should never have heen put
there. Ome does not get suitable men every-
where, but every man whe went on the land
had a perfect right to go. It was for him to
judge whether he should go on the land, 1t
was not his business to come to members of
Parliament to tell him whether he was snitable
for the land. Such a man says to himself,
1 want to be a farmer,”’ and he goes on the
land. As a matter of fact, therg are in fhis
fitate remaining ou the land a greater per-
centage of the people placed there than in any
other State. Again, we in this State are al-
ways imagining that we do for the farmer far
more than is being done anywhere else. “Bui
that ia not so. We fall short of our duty very
often indeed. The farmer is developing the
national estate; he is the publie hack that car-
ries a good deal of the rest of the community
in this State. If one turns to the work of Ven-
1zelos, one finds that not only has he been 2

highly suceessful administrator otherwise,
Lot that he is a most enthusiastic agricul-
turist, and that hizs great werk in

Greecce was the settlement of the people on
the land, getting the people back on the land,
and encouraging production. We know what
has been possible in England in the course of
a few years by Government aid and proper
assistance. Let ws observe what has been
done in Ireland, and at the nther end of the
world, in New Zealand, and, indeed, the
world over. If one econsiders other coun-
trica one must acknowledge that Western
Australia has not much to boast over. There-
forg, it would be well for certaim hon, mem-
bers to look inte the question before they
speak of the assistance given to our farm-
ers in the wavy they do. At any rate. this
is pertinent. Whether 1t was right or whether
it was wrong to put the men on the land, we
have put them there, and so we have a ros-
ponsibility to them. T bclieve somesne has
said that my land settlement scheme should
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be eriticised. 1 shull be perfectly pleased to
have it dealt with in any way members like.
[Ton, members have a perfect right te eriti-
vise all that T have done.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I did not know you had a land set-
tlement scheme.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: The member for
Northam did something. That is one thing.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Had T nol put the
men on the land, there would have been very
little work in the State to-day.

Mr. Maley: And very little misery.

Hon, J, MITCHELYL: There is misery in
every walk of life, I shall not be deterred
from doing my duty in this Honse by any
threat, no matter who suggests it. 1 have
observed in the Press some suggestions that
Parliament ought to be a place of work and
not of words., T shall be happly to know how
a newspaper would get on withont words; it
would not, without words, be the interesting
thing it is to us just now. Now I am poing
to deal with the guestion of land settlement
for soldiers. Hon. members know full wel
that the Commonwealth Government have re-
gerved to themselves the whole of the activi-
ties in this respect outaide land settlement.
But it has to be remembered that when we
made a selemn promise to the Federal autho-
rities that we would do our part—and they
made our part the land settlement, relieving
us of nll other work—we made a solemn con:
tract that we wonld keep faith with them and
with the soldiers. I am going to show to
day by quotations from statements made
from time to time, what we promised to do.
I' hope the House will agree, when I show
what we have agreed to do and the little we
have deune, that we are not keeping faith, noi
keeping our werd. T think the Premier has
broken mearly cvery promise that Westero
Australin made to the Commonwealth, and
by the way, T shall show that the Premier
sent over the material on which our promises
were founded., T shall have to deal with twe
Ministers principally, the Premier and the
Minister for Industries. T do hope that the
Premier will not regard this as a personal
matter. T have no fecling whatever againsi
the hon. gentleman personally. Tf there is
anything to forgive for the attitnde which
the present Premier adopted when Mr. Wil
son left office. T am sure Mr. Wilson has for
given him, T merely desire to do my duty
T wish to convinece this House, and in order
that T may do so thoroughly I will endeavom
to prove my case out of the mouth of the
Premier. Only the other day he said that
nearly the whole of the land in the Bouth
West was surveyed. ¥ do not know why he
said that, Of course, there is a considerable
area of land surveyed, but it was surveyed
long hefore he hecame Minister for Lands
It is said that it ts unwise for the Govern
ment to go in for clearing land and erecting
liouses until we are eertain that men wani
the farms, thaf it is unwise to do this work
which we solemnly agreed to do. Aeccording
to a statement whick has been made 3,266
men refurned cards notifying that it was
their intention te take up land. That was
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berore I took contrel of the Industries De-
partment, T am speaking now of the time
when Mr, Johuson way Minister for Lands.
These cards were sent ont by men who were
in the trenches, The curds had been sent by
us to those men to fill in so that we might
know what their wishes were in regard to
their future occupations in this country. T
believe that there are hundreds of wmen want-
ing iand and at the same time there are a
great many men who are idle. We shonld
make our scheme attractive; we should make
it popular. It ia not fair to offer to one man
something which we are going to deny to an-
other because of the want of pubiicity. Al
should have an equal opportunity. If there
is any advantage, that advantage should be
for everyone so long as the people who want
to go on the land are physically fit, There
is great dissatisfaction to-day. Men are
being buffeted from pillar to post, and are
being rushed here_and there. There seems
to be no system and there is no land avail-
able which can be guaranteed. I had 12
months of this work and I know what the
Lands Departmont are doing. -We should
endeavour to make it easy for cvery man to
get land, OQur organisation should be as per-
fect as possible, and when a man gxpresses
a wish to have land, cvery facility should
be given him to avail himself of the liberal
conditions which we offer. His requests
should be attended to and granted if it is
at all possible to grant them. There is no
use of humbugging soldiers. The House
should remember also that if the returned
soldiers cannot get work they must be paid.
That is an arrangement which has been made
by the Commonwealth Government, and it is
a perfectly fair one, too, but we should be in
the position to offer work to these men as
gsoon a3 posgible. Returned soldiers do not
want to draw money unless they earn it. Tt
must be remembered, too, that to-day when
men return from the Front they are given pre-
ferente of employment. Thal is quite right,
and often a man who has not heen to the war
is displaced so that room might be made for
a returned soldier. That is right, too, but it
is unfortunate, and the man who is displaced
should be found seme other employment,
When soldiers return in numbers from the
Front, they will refuse to take the jobs of
men who could not go to the war, Then
what will the Government do? I am woving
my amendment to-day because common sense
says that we must prepare for the home-
coming of our soldiers. Two years ago the
State agreed to do it and again 18 months
ago and 12 months ago similar promises were
made,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt has been the theme of
mueh frothy oratory.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T dare say it has. We
know that repatriation in times of prosperity
would be an easy matter. In America mil-
lions of men were re-established in their oc-
cupations at the termination of the ecivil war,
bot here these men have to face the return
io civil life in times of adversity. But we must
overcome all diffienlties, because we have to
remember that repatriation means produetion,

[ASSEMBIY.]

and if we can get settlement we shall have
produetion, The soldier must be given the
opportunity to work. I have no desire to
ntake this a party question; I wish it could
be decided on its merits.

Houn. W. C, Angwin: Which party question
o yon want to make it?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier has had
hig party meeting and he has c¢racked hia
whip, If this gquestion had to bhe decided on
its merits, there would be no doubt whatever
about the issue, T will show from state-
ments made by the Premier and the Mioister
for Industries that they are not doing what
they promised to do. How diffcrent it was
when Mr. Wilson was Premier. Mr. Wilson
thought that repatriation was the State’s op-
portunity, There was no humbugging about
him, He said what he meant, he meant what
he said and did what he said. Mr. Wilson
recognised what was his duty and set out to
do it. He agreed to scttle Australian and
British soldiers on the land. We know, of
course, that a soldier cannot be forced to go
on the land, Mr. Wilson’s policy was to
make Crown lands available in every centre,
and it was also intended that soldiers should
go back to the districts whence they came.
Then, again, a man was to be a free agent;
the land was net to be selected for him, We
thought that in the South-West partly im-
proved lands might be purchased cheaply.
Mr., Wilson thought that at last the South-
West was to have its chance. He gloried in
the fact that we had the opportunity to
develop in a hig way that great streteh of
eonntry starting in the electorate of Nelson
and finishing at Albany. The question was
not too big for Mr. Wilson. Te welcomed
big things, knowing that we eould not have
too manyv people cstablished on the land
under satisfactory conditiona. Mr. Wilson
and” his Cabinet decided that surveys should
be made in the South-West, and the Minister
for Worlks prepared te start with prompti-
tude, bat T believe the surveys were soon
afterwards stopped. Mr, Wilson decided
that land muost he improved before returncd
men were asked to oeeupy it, Tt was in-
fended that o small area should be cleared,
that a small house should be erected, that the
land should be fenced and the place made as
comfortable as possible by the time the oceu-
pant was prepared to go on it. It was not
the desire te send men into the wilds. Two
vears age we started to prepare for the
home-coming of the soldiers. Mr. Wilson de-
eided, too, that the assistance given must be
adequate, that a man must be allowed to
draw each day a fair amount upon which to
live, and that pavments would continue so
long as the man did his work honestly and
fairly. The scheme propounded then was a
sufficient and a perfectly correct one, but it
has never been given effeet to. Mr. Wilson
would have kept faith with the promises he
gave had he remained in power. After Mr.
Wilgon’s retirement the opportunity fell
upon tha ehanlders of the present Premier,
and it is because he is not doing the work
that I am moving the amendment to the
Address-in-reply to-day. When Mr. Wilson
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decided th: - this work was to be done, he
digd not cxpeet that he would have any op-
position within the Cabinet. As a matter of
fact, the then Minister for Lands, now the
present Premicr, never during my year of
office surveyed a block of land. At any rate,
if he did, I was not aware of it. The Attor-
ney General, who is also Minister for Indus-
tries and Woods and Forests, has shown his
hand in this matter. He managed to drag
the Premier away from the South-West, away
from anywhere in the vieinity of the timber
he is so proud of. T will read the Minister’s
statenient directly and show that records are
sometimes troublesome things. The Minister
for Industries seems to have influenced the
present Premier and the result is that we ave
debating the matter to-day. T will show that
some blame is attachable to the Minister for
Industries, because he <would not allow the
Premier to touch the timber aveas of the
South-West, though he allowed him to take
2,000 acres near the Warren. So far ag T
know that is all the Minister for Industries
would agree fo release. I Ao not mind the
opposition of the present Premier, but he
shauld have been apen about it when he was
Minister for Lands so that Mr. Wilson might
have koown.

The Attorney General:
apneared in the Press.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
fortimate, too

The Attorney General: You wanted to set-
tle them at Nornalup withont railways and
without any kind of communieation,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I just expected that
interjection. - T had mot the right to survey
a foot of land in this State.

Hon. B. H. Underwood {(Honorary Minis-
ter): Tt was your schema,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Honorary Min-
ister who sat in opposition then and who was
not go tired as he is now, tells the Horse that
it was my scheme. Tt was not my scheme at
all. The Minister for Industries wonld not
allow any portion of that country go except
2,000 acres near the Warren.

The Attornev General: Nonsense.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is not nonsense.

The Attornev General: My objection was
that you desired to pull up every karri tree in
the country and settle men down there.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: 1 am inclined to agres
with the statement of the Premier when he
was Minister for Lands. T will read if to the
House in a few minutes.

Member: There must have been some lively
Cabinet meetings.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tf there had heen
there would have been no need for this dis-
cnssion to-day. In wmy opinion Nornalup is
the hest gite in the South-West for retorned
soldiers.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yon wonld not put returned soldiers
there to-dav?®

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
ernment.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Or under any Governmenti, I hope.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course I would.

Al 1 have said has

And it ia rather un-

Not under this Gov-
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Hon, I, I, 8. Willinott {Honorary Minis-
ter): Then God help them.

Hen. I. MITCHELL: T woulil build a line
from Manjimup to Nornalup,

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister): T suppose you would build that first?

Hon. J. MITCBELL: [ d¢ not know that
that would be necessary, but of course there
must be a railway line built there. 1
do not think that we should be able to under-
take a big railway poliey in the near future,
but we should certainly be ahle to faece 50
miles of railway a year when the war is over, If
the Forestry Departinent were rensonable we
cowld start our settlement at Manjimup and
work outwards. If there is a Minister on
the Treasury benches who will gay the country
is too big for him, and especially the South-
West portion of the country, he is not capable
of making use of his opportunitics and settling
people on that area between Denmark and
Manjimup, which, after all, is not a twentieth
part of that area which has heen settled in
other countries in a short time. If 100 iniles of
railway are to stagger memhers of the Gov-
crnment, then they had better throw up the
sponge altogether.

Hon. T. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That is not the point.

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: That is the point.
The Government are not doing anything any-
where, and the Premier says he will not do
anything anywhere.

The Premier: ©Oh, no.

Hon. J, MITCHELL:
that in his speech.

The Premier: No,

Hon, J. MITCHELL:: Here it is. The
Premier says now he did not mean it, but it
is here all the same. The Honorary Minister
{(Hon. . E. 8 Willinott), who represenis
an clectorate in the Sowth-West, shakes his
head at the task of opering up 100 miles of
country, a great deal of which, of course,
carrics timher. There are to be no railway
surveys, and no land is to be improved. There
i3 to be no policy. and the soldiers arc to go
as they please. I now come to the question
which was dealt “with at the Premiers’ con-
ference in Melbonrne, I have pointed ont
before that Mr. Johnson, the late Minister for
TLiands, aitended the confersnee in Mclbourne
early in 1916, and stated that Western Aus-
tralia would take 14,000 men. The South-
West, apparentily, was not too big for him,
and he was perfectly right. The Hon. Frank Wil-
son algo attended the conferemce, and said at
the end of Deecember, 1916. and again early
in January, 1917, that we could provide for
4,000 men and 10,000 mere later on if they
were available for eettlement,

The Premier: Four thousand at once?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No, but certainly
4,000 within a reasonable time and as quickly
ag the land could be surveyed. There was no
need to settle them all at once, because the
WAT was nobt over.

The Premier: We could take many more
than that, T hope, in Western Australia if the
country was ready for them.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They never will he¢
taken at the presgent rate of progress. The
Premier knows that we promised the Britist

The Premier said
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Govermnent that we would take their people.
The Premier proposed to chastise the Agent
General, Mr, Counolly, for mentioning in Lon-
don that we wounld take 25,000 of the British
people in the first year,

The Premier: Not nowt

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, now. The Pre-
mier will find a signed statement in the office.
The British Government cannot send them
now, but they wish us to be ready for the
time when they can send them out, and we
agreed to this.

Hon. W C. Angwin: And a larger number
afterwards. )

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes. The Premier
waa a member of the conference which I at-
tended, which the Colomal Secretary attended,
and Mr. Connolly aitended, and which
agreed to the reply sent to the British people.
I think the British people should be told that
nothing has beecn done, becanse it was part of
the arrangement that we should prepare for
them. Mr. Johnson made this promise on the
24th Augunst, 1916.

Hon. P. Collier:
son made a promisef

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: He surely never did sof

Hon. J, MITCHELL: A month after I wrote
to the Minister for Lands, and said I thought
we ought to get to work. Cabinet also thought
so. Mr. Wilson asked that the work of pro-
viding land should be attended to, and that
preparation for the "home coming soldiers
should be made. Mr. Wilson went over to
the conference. We met the Ministers there
and the Prime Minister said, ‘*Will you put
up your scheme, each onc of you, in order
that conference may consider the matter
fully?’’ Mr. Wilson wired to the Premier,
the then Minister for Lands, to prepare a
scheme, which he did. That scheme was to be
submitted to me. On my return I found the
gscheme, and subssquently the scheme I now
have in my hand was sent. The details are
very fulll We told the IPederal Government
what the improvements would be and how they
would be made, how the money would be re-
paid, what the Agricultural Bank would do,
that we would have inapectors to wateh these
farmers, and we =aid they were experienced
men and that they eould he safely trusted to
do justice to the settlers and see that they
got wvalue for their money. We told the
Federal Government what the land was capable
of produeing, and we also said what we were
prepared to advance and what the arca of the
farms would he. We also said we wanted to
settle some virgin land under certain con-
ditions. This is what the Premier sent to Mr.
Wilson to submit as the Western Australian
secheme at the conference. The Premier did
not preparc it, but he approved of it and sent
it over, and allowed Mr, Wilson to pledge the
State to the Federal Government to the extent
of this scheme.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
tell va what the scheme is?

The Premier: What is the scheme?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am going to tell
the House. Has not the Premier heard of
it?

Did you say Mr. John-

Are you going to
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The Premier: You have not told us what the
scheme is. -

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I have told the House
how we propose to work it. The money re-
quired Auring 1917, the Premier then thought,
would be £460,000,

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier sent it
over under cover in hig own letter. This is
what the Premicer did himself, when acting
Premicr in Mr, Wilson's absence. We asked
for £250,000 for improvements, and £35,000 for
survey fees, which I suppose the Minister for
Lands would fix, for no one else would do so.
We asked for £25,000 for drainage and irri-
gation, £50,000 for roads, and £100,0600 for
railways, or £460,000 in all during that year.
I assume that we were dealing with 4,000
blocks.

The Premier: And assume that you had
the men. You could not put men on the land
if you lhad not got them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Certainly not, if the
Premier did not desire to put them there.

The Premier: You counld not do so if you
had not got the men.

Hon. J. MITCHELI:: We have the men.
There are hundreds of men who want to go on
the land, but eannot get any.

The Premier: Where are they?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier knows
very well where they are. Let me show what
we agked for and what we proposed to do
for 1918. We proposed to spend £1,500,000
altogether  including  railways, irrigation,
roads, ete,, and in 1919 we proposed to spend
£950,000.

The Premier: That is not my statement.

Hou. J, MITCHELL: VYes, the FPremier
sent it over.

The Premier:
money.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:  Irrigation was to
cost £85,000, roads £50,000, and railways
£20,000. Tt was explained that this amount
would be spent if labour was available. A
good deal of labour, of course, has not been
available. In 1920 the amount dropped to
£275,000. The total for settling 4,000 men,
including railways, drainage, roads, etc, came
to £3,947,000. The Minister for Lands, who
is the present Premier, thought we could spend
some of this money. Surely it was his in-
tention to go on with the work of preparing
the land? Thia money was available from the
Iederal Government. It onght to have been
gnent. [ supposed that we were putting our
scheme in in competition with the other five
schemes submitted from the rest of the Com-
monwealth.

The Minister for Works:
provision for these millions?

HAon. J. MITCHELL: This was the pro-
posal submitted to the Federal people.

The Minister for Works: We counld do with
gome of that money now. _

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Does not the Minister
understand that we were asked to submit our
requirements for the settlement of so many
people, and this is the amount we considered
would be necessary to spend on the scheme.

No, not to spend all that

Was therc any
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Mr. Q’Loghlen: It the people were there
we would want the mouey. The Premier
agreed to that scheme being sent?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I suppose so. This
scheme went to the Commonwealth Government,
ant of the money they had available we were
to get our share,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): How much?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We were to get our
share.

Hon, P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): We did not get any; that was our
share.

Hon J. MITCHELL. That is no excuse
at all.

Hon. P. Collier: It ig no defence.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: It is not meant for a defence; it is
only a statement of faet.

Hen. J. MITCHELL: The Commonwealth
Government said that we might spend
£250,000 in the first six months on eclearing
land and ereeting houses, and so on. If we had
done the work we would have got the money,
but wa have not done the work. We have some
responsibility towards the soldiers. When it
iz =aid that the Commonwealth must do all the
work outside land settlement, that is not true.
It is the duty of this Parliament to do all it
can to assist in the repatriation of our re-
turned soldiers, and if the money had been
spent it goes without saying that we would
have had it returned to us. How can Queens-
land spend money as she is spending it, and
how can Vietoria spend hundreds of thousands
of pounds; how can New South Wales and
Sonth Australia spend so much money as they
are spending? Why should all the other States
except Western Australia be able to spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds?

Mr. Mungie: Because they are prepared
to do something.

Hen., J. MITCHELL: Yes, that is the
cage. The leader of the Opposition said the
other night that our men were going to Queens-
land rather than be messed about here.

Mr, Green: So they are.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This money is money
found by the Commonwealth to be expended
for the development of this, and the other
States. Every sane man at that conference
thought there would be competition over the
matter.

Hon. P. Collier: Have uot the Common-
wealth Government agreed to grant £500 to
each man to settle on the land? .

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes. Every man at
that conference thought there would be com-
petition for this meney. The statement made
at the conference was this: ‘“¥You people in
Western Australin and Queensland can settle
far more men than we can because you have the
land.’* We have not put up any competition
at all. Western Australia would have benefited
by that expenditure. Our policy, we are told,
is one of produetion, and produetion means ex-
penditure. Is it not better to spend money
supplied by the Commonwealth at a cheap rate
than to mess along in the way we are going at
the present time? Did the State Government
enter into competition for this money? This

were
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money is available to-day, I suppose, if the
Government like to become active and endea-
vour to get a share of it. This scheme of ours
was pat forward showing what we required in
connection with the work of repatriation. 1
do not propose to read anything further from
the scheme. Anyons who wishes can have the
file. This scheme was sent in all seriousness,
and believed in, to Mr. Wilson to present to
the Federal people.

Hon. P. Collier:
Wilson Government?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mr, Wilson wired for
the scheme which it was proposed to lay before
the conference. Sball I read to the House the
present Minister’s scheme?

Hon. P. E. 8, Willmott (Honeorary Minis-
fer): Yes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, I will not. The
hon. member would not held up his head again
if T did. When I came back I said, ‘I do not
think this will meet the case,”’ and I prepared
the scheme which went to the Premier. The
preparation of the scheme was not for me. Mr.
Wilson wired the Minister to prepare it, but I
prepared every word of that scheme, but I did
not send it to Mr. Wilson. Now members say
it is my scheme,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who was the Minister
for Lands at the time?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Mr. Lefroy.

Hen. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The CommonWwealth Government flattened
it ent,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I happen to have the
conference reports and any member can see
them, The Commonwealth Government said
that we werc to have 14,000. In the report of
the proecedings the numbers are set down.
Queensland was to send 6,500 men, South Aus-
tralia 2,700, Vietoria 2,800, Tasmania 1,000,
and Western Australia 14,000. This is what ap-
peared on the 5th Jannary: ““The schemes
submitted, a general disenssion took
place, and Mr. Hughes explained in detail the
proposals of the Commonwealth for raising
money, and he asked the Premiers not to ad-
journ until they had agreed to a definite
gcheme of land settlement.’”? On the 8th
January they met again and consented to the
scheme, Mr. Hughes on the 11th day of Janu-
ary made the statement after the scheme had
been submitied and approved and said this—

Accordingly it was agreed that members
of the Australian and British naval and
military forces who have served in the pre-
sent war should be eligible as land settlers,
that the maximum advance on improvements
should be £500, np to 100 per cent. thereon,
the improvements to include fencing, clear-
ing, or eultivation, erection of house, general
improvements, implements and stock, the

rate of interest to be charged being 3%

per cent. for the first year and rising by 14

per cent. each year up to the cost price of

the money.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): When did he say that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: On the 11th Janvary,
1817.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): When did it come into foree?

‘Wag it agreed to by the
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: This is what Mr.
Hughes said, and any sane Ministry could put
the whole thing into operation in five minutes:
The report goes on to say—

After a lengthy discussion the Prime Min-

ister undertook that the Commonwealth

would finance the scheme of advaneing
and make available to the States the
amount necessary for the calendar year

1917, This money to be used exclusively for

advances against improvements to bhe ef-

fected by or for the soldier settler.
There was our opportunity.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): How could you open up Nornalup
when you could not spend money on railways
or roads.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As a matter of fact
Nornalup might have been served from Al
bany. The Honorary Minister will see noth-
ing else but Nornalup,

Hon, F. E.°8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Anyone who saw Normalup would ap-
prove of it if it had counection with the rest
of the State.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: it only means the
construction of 100 miles of railway to open
up this magnificent estate, and if it will carry
300 people anyone would build 100 miles of
railway for that purpose. Mr, Hughes on the
11th January, said—

[ am very pleased indeed with the results
of the Conference. Matters of first import-
ance have been grappled and dealt with in
a most satisfactory way. The economies in
State expenditure which have been agreed
to are very considerable and together with
those of the Commonwealth, will appre-
ciably lighten the ever imereasing burdens
imposed by this war.

The only hope for our boys who have given
up so muech and made such sacrifices is to go
on the land. They cannot go to any profes-
sion or trade. They must work for wages or
go on the land and Mr, Hughes recognised
that and we agreed solemnly to do our part
and endeavour to provide for the home-coming
of these soldiers.

Hon, W_ C. Angwin: You thought the Com-
monwealth Government realised that we would
do something.

Hon. Jf, MITCHELL: They have realised
by this time we are not doing anything. In 2
statement made by Mr. Hughes, the Prime
Minister said—

It is also satisfactory to note that the
conference wunanimously approved of .pre-
ference of émployment of returned soldiers
in all public departments. This of course
applied to the Commonwealth and the
States.

The Federal Cabinet endorsed these proposals
submitted to them by the conference of Min-
isters for the settlement of soldiers, on the
14th January, The important part to us was
the money tc he spent, and I think the money
is the basis of the whole work. When Mr.
Wilson returned he said that two million
pounds had been set aside, £500,000 for West-
ern Australia, £250,000 of which was required
before the end of June,

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
tery: That was no cood to us to open un the
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country by railways and roads, becaunse £500
per man could only be used for actual improve-
mend.

Hon. J, MITCIHELL: The only practical
honest, and decent thing to do is to write
to the Commonwealth Government and say
that we eannot use the £300 per man. We
have only a few surveyors out. Mr. Wilsen on
his return, said the surveyors wore already
looking out for suitable areas of Crown lands
and Mr. Wilson, helieving all was well said,
‘“We will get on mow; we shall have some-
thing done in the South-West.”’ Mr. Lefroy
went to Manjimup to attend a show., He did
not have the Minister for Industries with him
on this oceasion to keep him in check and the
Minister for Lands ox his return said this—

On ¥riday 1 was taken by motor to at-
tend the show at Manjimup, 23 miles from
Bridgetown, on the railway line which at
present has its terminug at Jardanup, There
were present about 300 well dressed men and
women and healthy childven, bearing evi-
dence that there is somcthing in this prim-
eval forest which will prove more lasting
and more advantageous to Western Australia
and to the Empire than to noble trees of
jarrah and karri, the trunks of which run
up without a braneh straight as a pole for
80, 100, and in some instances 200 feet.

When the straight timber has been removel
the land will be available. Then he went on
to say he had been with Mr. Bwing and Mr,
Willmott, Loth optimists, to Big Brook and
Bridgetown, and he said—

T have returned more than ever jmpressed
with the great future there must be in the
South-West of this State as the experimental
stage ig now passed and evidenee is given in
all directions of what the land is capable
of produecing. I am very fully alive to the
fact that the c¢ountry is patchy, but the
fertile soil is so extensive along the network
of valleys and on the hillsides that thesc
are destined to become the homes of many
thousands of people in the years to come.

Tt is our duty to work to the end and know
what can he done to develop the country in
the direction of horticulture; and mixed farm-
ing gencrally should be undertaken to the full-
est of our power. That was stated in April,
1917. Wow it is April, 1918,

Mr. Munsie: And not ‘‘two bob’’ has been
apent.

Mr.
read.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then he goes on to
gay—
1t iz our duty to work for that end and
anything that can be done to develop the
conntry in the direction of horticulture,
Anairving, and mixed farming generally for
whieh bv nature it is so admirably adapted,
should be undertaken to the fullest of our
power.
T think I will come now to the visit of the
Premier and the Minister for Tndustries and
this is a most interesting thing., T ean imagine
seeinie the Minister for Industries just nush-
ing Mr. Lefroy with one finger and pulling
him hack with another; pushing him here and
there, and dragging him away from tbe South-
Weat He approved of Nornalup., 1 feel that

Lambert: We will take the rest as
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this is the Attorney General’s portion of the
statement.

The Attorney General: Read the Press state-
ment,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: No.
grasp the point. They said—

It is a new province, so rich that we can-

not form any idea of jts value. We are

satisfied that the Sonth-West is rich enough
to maintain a population larger than that
existing in the whole of the State at the

} resent tine.

The Premier: It is quite true.

Iion, J. MITCHELL: Yet it is not worth
160 mileg of railway,

'Fhe Premier: But we want the market.

Tton. P. Collier: I thought we had the mar-
ket, seeing that we send out of the State
£000,000 a year for dairy produce.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They say, too, in this
report, that railways will have to be built,
but that this cannot be done in one or two
years. 'That is all for the South-West, Now
here is my friend, the Attorney General, pulling
the Premeir away—

The clearing is very difficult, In the okl

days, when labour was cheap, in the days

of 40 years ago, it was much simpler than
now. The eost will be from £25 to £40 per
acre,
He forgot to mention the mechanical appliances,
l'asting, ete, that we have fo-day. )

The Attorngy General: Given all that inm,
vou rannot do it for less.

" Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, it can be done
for less. The Attorney General does not know
this subject.

Mr. Pickering: The member for Northam
said that it could be done for £4 10s. per acre.

Hon, . E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): If the member for Northam said that,
he was very far wide of the mark.

Hon. P. Collier: What does it cost per acre
to root up orchards?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are in the
South-West a good few acres that have been
cleared for £4 10s. per acre, and there are
many acres that have never required clearing
at all, because already cleared. Some acres
have cost up to £40, but that is not general.

Mr. Hickmott: What would it cost to clear
the particular land referred to?

Flon. J. MITCHELL: They were referring
to the whole of the South-West. I cannot say
what the average would be, but the officials
said it would cost from £8 to £20 per acre to
clear. Tt is in the report.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That is right. A fair average would be
£15. .
Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am obliged to the
Honorary Minister for contradieting the state-
ment made by his colleague. They said that
it was impossible to get any land ready for a
year or two. This is a point that tickied me.
You can see in it the Attorney General taking
the Premier away from the South-West—

There is no need to worry about the South-

Wast land for our soldiers in the immediate

present, as the Government have on their
. hands some of the best lands in the State,

repurchased, Numerous blocks can be made

I want you to
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available alongside of railways. Every dvail-

able bloek near the railways shouldl be taken

up before we ask the soldiers to go pioneer-
ing in our back country.

Hon. T. Walker: Who said that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier and the
Attorney General in a joint statement when
they visited the South-West.  They said the
South-West will carry 300,000 people. I can-
not say who contributed the various portions
of the statement, but I should say that the
Attorney General contributed this one which I
have just read, Just imagine saying that we
have lands available near to towns or near to
gottlements or near to the railways! They
complained that the whole of the country has
heen surveyed in chess-board fashion. I ad-
mit that certain blocks were cut up which con-
tained tiinber, but surveyors were sent down
to survey the land apart from the timber, and
T think the Honorary Minister had something
to do with the distriet at that time. The At-
torney General in this statement says that tha
land is cut uwp in chess-board fashion, in reet-
angular blocks, without any regard for the
timber.

Jhe Attorney General: Quite true.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is not true, and T
Iny this map on the Table to show that it is
not true.

The Attornoy General: Thousands of blocks
which yon cut up have been cut up in that
fashion,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: How ean you say?
If you were there for months you could not
see thousands of blocks. At any rate, here is
the majp showing the surveys, and showing how
the timber was ent out.

Tie Minister for Works: You ecannot have
a block down there without some timber.

Bon. J. MITCHELL: But when the At-
torney General came back he wanted to make
the public wnderstand that we had thought-
lessly eut wp the eountry in wrong faghion,

MMon. F, E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): It may not have been the instructions,
but it was the result.

Hon. T, MITCHELL: Unfortunately the
officers Ail not earry out instructions.  But
the land which they wrongly cut up was not
gokl. Before my time land was seld without
waiting for the survey, My policy was not to
sell timber, and when T found that the sor-
veyors sent down were not capable of dealing
with the matter T ordered that the land should
be properly inspected before being sold. This
is a very interesting statement. On the 26th
April, 1917, we were told that our land should
be settled. Of course they merely repeated
what had been said before. Notwithstanding
what the leader said, he made another state-
ment on the 28th May. I think T can see Mr.
Mercer, of the ‘‘Daily News,”’ going along
for the statement. In that statement the Min-
ister reverses his opinion of the South-West,
and deelares that we must deal with the land
there.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yon do not take any
notice of what is in the ““Daily News’’! ’

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, sometimes. The
Minister for Industries announced that he wag
finalising u secheme which ultimately would be
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laid before the House. On the 16th of the
seventh this is what the Attorney General said
to-the Press—

The assistance offered “towards land set-
tlement to returned soldiers iz so attractive
that many men may apply for farms who
have not followed up an agricultural eareer,
andl who perhaps are not suited to the life.

He was very anxicus that those men should
not get land unless they had had aome training
on State farms. The assistance is referred to
as heing attractive. It was always contended
that we should make the calling attractive,
tirtat the assistance to be offered should be
such as would induce capable men to go on
the land. That is what we agreed to do,
Iowever, the Minister for Industries does not
like that, The next move was the appointment
of a board consisting of Mr. Brockman Mr,
Morrison, and another to seleet land. T do
not think they ever did anythirg. They dis-
appeared without any notification through the
Presa. They were appointed with a great
flourish of trumpets, did nothing, and went.
A seecond board was appointed to deal with
the qualification of soldiers,

Hon, ¥. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Minig-
ter): You agree that we must have that
qualification board?

Hen. J, MITCHEIL: But I do not agree
with the appointment of boards one day to
be disbanded the next. REverything that was
ilone or agreed to be done by me was approved
by Cabinet. When I saw the erash coming,
when Mr. Wilson lost office——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: When he was being
sold.
Hon. J, MITCHELL: We knew for days

befors what was coming, I subwmitted this
scheme of assistance to soldiers te Cabinet,
anl it was duly approved. Notwithstanding
that Cabinet had approved on the 28th June,
1917, of a scheme of assistance which the At-
torney General called attractive, and whieh pro-
vided that o man could work his land for 9s.
per day—notwithstanding that, and that men
had been settled by me under this scheme, the
9s. has been withdrawn and is no$ now offered
to soldier settlers,

The Prentier: Oh, yes,

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Cabinet kuew what
was being done, and the public knew it, T
want the House to understand that everything
which Mr. Wilson proposed was agreed to,
The railway was agreed to, although now de-
nounced by Ministers as impossible. Survey
of land was agreed to. The qualification of
soldiers was agreed to, FEvery detail of the
scheme was agreed to. Mr. Wilson was never
told that the proposals that came from him
as Premicr were not to be carried ont. He
was told that they ought to be carried out.
The Government have brolen faith, and that
is why 1 am moving here to-?ay. 'We saw what
was being done in comneetion with the British
Government. T know that what we promised
to do therc has not heen done. It is for the
Parlinment to see that the CGovernment do
give cffect to the promises made on behalf
of the venple of the State.” It Aoes not matter
whieh Government made those promises, which
gave the undertaking to the Tederal authori-
ties. But it does happen that four of the pre-
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sent Ministers were in the Wilson Cabinet
when the undertaking was given. That under-
taking has not been honoured. We must keep
faith, and do our part. We must reward those
men who are fighting for us. It is of no use
dwelling on the awfulness of war, But to-night
we have an opportunity of deing our duty by
the bravest and best, by the very flower of
this country. Should we do it? Is it worth
while doing anything for men who are bleed-
ing and dying for va? TIs it worth while doing
anything for the widows and orphans of the
soldiers who have laid down their Jives for us?
Is it worth while keeping our word to the
people, to whom we have pledged ourselves to
o the country’s duty by the soldiers? I think
it is worth while. And it is because of that,
beeause T believe these things to be werth
while, that 1 say we ought to insist upon the

work of  repatriation being  actively
undertaken, energetically undertaken. Ts
it encugh if the Geovernment to-day

appoint Mr. Camm, and to-morrow, without a
word of reason except that there is some com-
plaint that something is uvnsatisfactory, dis-
pense with Mr. Camm’s services? Is it enough
to say to-dav that Mr. Camm can fix up every-
thing for the soldiers, and to say to-morrew
that Mr. Camm iust go and Mr. MeLarty
replace him? Ts it enough to be merely chop-
ping and changing? Fa it enough if the Pre-
mier changes his mind and his methods day
by day? The only thing that has been done
is this chopping and changing. I should like
to see the papers in this matter, and I think
they ought te he laid on the Table of the
Honse, I should like ko know what communi-
cations have passed with the Federal Govern-
ment sinee we gave our undertaking. Mr.
Camm is quite capable of doing the work which
was assigned to him and then taken from him;
and it js a ¢riminal thing to rlace & man in
sneh an offiece, and then turn him out during
the night. T have heen told that Mr. Camm
was mot even informed that his services as
repatrintion officer were to he dispemsed iwith
—T have not seen Mr. Camm.

The Premier: That statement is quite wrong,

Mr. Johnston: Mr. Camm first learned
through the Press of his retirement.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Rhall we insist in
this Houge that there shall be no more of
this chopping and changing? Shall we insist
that the scheme entered upon with the Federal
Government shall be carried out on Western
Avstralia’s part? Shall we affirm that it is
our dAnty to keep our word, given to the peo-
ple, as regards soldier settlement? The Gov-
crnment” of this State are paltering with
thia great question of land settlement for
soldigrs, T doubt their sincerity. I am deal-
ing with the twoe Ministers most concerned. I
am not now weferring to the member for
Nelson (Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott), becanse I
auestion whether he had the opportunity of
doing mnueh.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He has to carry the
resnonsibility with the other Ministers.

Tlon. T7. MITCHELL: I think the House
will agree that the inahility, at any rate, of the

. Government is beyond question.

Mr. Munsie: Nobody ddubts that, inside’
this Flouse or outside it.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Government are
always vainly proposing, but they are never
doing. I do not know what the Honse will
think of this question when the debate has
c¢losed. But I do know that we are facing a
respongibility which we shall have to accept.
This, it has been said, should not be made a
party question. Again, it will be argued that
I should not have brought the matter for-
ward in this way. DBut this is the way to
have the subject diseussed thoroughly and well.
We want to be absolutely certain that this
work which the State has promised to do
shall be done. I hope it will not be made a
party question. I hope the question will be
decided solely and entirely on its merits, I
hope that those who vote—and I trust every
membeor will vote—will say whether the work
of the Government has been adequate,
whether the Government have kepi faith,
whether the Government have fulfilled their
protnises, whether we are determined that all
it ia possible for ws to do shall be done in the
matter of repatriation, whether all that we
have uwndertaken to do shall be carried out,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Give the Govaranient
rope enough, and they will hang themselves.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That might be well
enough, but they will at the same time hang
s0 many other people, and a question affecting
our soliliers cannot be left to time or chanee.
I hope that this discussion will result in eon-
crete good, and that the interests of our zol-
diers will, as the resunlt of the debate, be
served adequately. As for myseif, whether it
be right or whether it be wrong to move this
amendment, whether I succeed here or whekher
I am forced to the country, I am going fo at-
tend to this vital question of repatriation, of
the setting up in life of the men whe have
fought for me and for others. I care not ome
jot if T am beaten here. If I am heaten here,
I shall appeal .to a broader tribunal, and T shall
keep the question alive until the interests of
our soldiers are properly served.

Mr, Teesdale: You are quite sure the
goldiers are complaining?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If members would
only repcat in this Chamber what thcy have
anid to me on this subjeet, there would he
no doub} as to the issue,

Hon. P. Collier: If they had the courage
to say here what they say in the streets.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If hon. members
would say here what they have said to me—
not what they may have said in the streets
—the vote would be all right. T desire that
we recognise our responsibility, that we see
our duty to our soldiers, and that we do that
duty. T move an amendment—

That the following be added to the Ad-
dress-in-reply: ‘‘But we regret to inform
your Excellency that in the opinion of this
House neither the activities nor the pro-
posals of the Government for the repatria-
tien of our soldiers and sailors are ade-
quate. ”’ -

Hon, P. Collier: That is putting it very
mildly.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Northam always was generous,

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there a seconder to the
amendment § '

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany} [6.10]:
second the amendment.

Bitting suspended from 6.11 to 7.30 p.m,

The PREMIER (Hon. II. B. Lefroy
Moore) [7.30]: The member for Northam
moving ar amendment to the Address-im-rep
began his speech in a friendly tone, and sa
be had no feeling personally against the Pi
mier, but that he felt it his duty to subnm
the amendment for the consideration of t
House. From time immemorial it has alwa
been recognised that an amendment such
this to the Address-in-reply meuns a vote
want of confidence in the Government, 7T
Governor’s Speach is delivered by His Exe
lency; but it voices the views of the Ministr
and any amendment to the Address-in-rep
must be regarded as a reflection on the Minist
of the day. I regret that the member f
Northam should have chosen the subject
repatriation on which to base his amendme:
and | regret, too, that the hon. member hag n
dealt with the question in its broader sen:
but simply dealt with the question of repatri
tion. In view of the"faet that hon. membe
have repeatedly stated in this Housge that t
question of settling and locking after return
soldiers should not be made a party one, it
a pity that the amendment of the hon. memb
proposes distinctly to make it such, I do n
know to which party the member for Norths
helongs. He sits on this side of the Hou
and by doing so should be recognised as a su
porter of the Government of the day. If
does not intend to support the Government
the day it is his duty to sit on the other si
of the House.

Hon. J. Mitehell: T ean sit where I please.

The PREMIER: I consider it is the ho
member’s duty to sit on the other side of t
House, The time has arrived when I liope ho
members will come out openly in their opp
gition to the CGovernmment, if they intend
oppose the Government.

Mr, O’Lioghlen: Therc is nothing more oZ:
than that.

The PREMIER: Ever since I have had t
honour of leading the Government of th
State T have had dished wp to me every mor
ing nothing but eriticism, nothing but abuse
regard to what the Government are doing, a1
what they have been trying to do. Is the ho
member for Northam the mouthpiece of th
opposition to which T allude® Tf he is I a
afraid he has made out a very poor case,
will be ahle to show to the House that tl
ease put up by the hon. member is like a hou
of cards, capable of being blown down by
slight puft of wind. The hon. member did n
deal with what we¢ are doing now, but wh
happened two years ago.

Hon, .T. Mitechell: I dealt with what y¢
should be doing now.

Mr. Munsie: We cannot find ont what ye
are deing now.

The PREMIER: The member for Northa
stated that schemes were proposed 18 mont!
ago. Those schemes originated with the ho
member for Northam. He then said that v
would he able to settle 4,000 men on the lar



142

in a jear. I never believed for one moment
that it would be possible to do that.

Ion. J, Mitchell: You conld not get them
back.

The PREMIER: The hen. member did not
think of that when he formulated his schemec.
At that time the hon. member and many other
people also did not think that the war would
last as loug as it bas lasted. Many thought
then, as they did in the earlier stages, that it
was imipossible in these days of modern war-
fare for the war to last any length of time.
We did not have the nien here to settie on
the land, De hon. members think that I would
have been justified in going out into the coun-
try clearing land, feneing it, and putting up
houses tor men who were not hered 1f I had
done such a thing as the hon. member sug-
gested, that is, to clear thousands of acres of
land and jut up houses for men who were not
here, 1 would have been a fit subject for an
institution situated hetween here and Fre-
mantle. The hon. member has not se much
eriticised the actions of the Government at the
present time as what the Government have not
done. The hon. member spoke of Nornalup.
That was one of his schemes, T admit that
Nornalup is a very fine piece of ecuntry which
will be settled some day. It is absurd, how-
ever, to think of settling soldiers at Nornalup
unless we eonnect the place up with a railway.
We know, however, that the State is not in
a position to build new railways. We -have
eriticism from all sides with regard to the
expenditure at the present time, and are we to
go out and bnild railways when we have a
large tract of country availlable within sight
of onr existing railway system? A sum of
£8,000 was apent in the Nornalup district. T
tricd te get there to inspeet the country, but
T found it was impossible to do so. T also
found that the surveyors coulid not work there.
Half the time they were idle, and I came to
the conclusion that it would he advisable to
take the surveyors out of that country and also
that it would be hetter to leave Nornalup until
we had settled some of our country closer to
existing railways. Nornalup was the scheme
of the member for Northam.

Hon, .J. Mitchell: Who spent the £8,000%

The PREMIER: The hon, member by ilirec-
tion of the Premier of the day, took charge
of the question of settling men on the
land. The matter had nothing to do with
the Minister for Lands. The auestion was left
entirely to the Minister for Induvstries, ond the
Minister for Tndustries proposed to spend
money in c¢learing tracts of country, putting
np buildines, and fencing in blocks for the re-
turned soldiers. I would nsk any sensible
member .in this House to say whether he thinks
that that was a proper thing to de.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you net think that more
nreparation could have been made with the
Harvey blocks?

Mr. Nairn: DLet us finish with Nornalop
first: leave Harvey till afterwards.

Mr. O’Loghten: T thought the Premier was
condemning the general scheme,

The PREMIER: Thronghont the whole of
the South-West T believe there is a large tract
of country fit for settlement. At the same time
we have not the people to go on the land.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P. Collier: You have not the land ready
to put them on,

The PREMIER: T am not going to get if
ready until I have the people to go there,

Hon. P. Collier: You declared in your policy
speeeh that you would.

The PREMIER: I am not geing to clear
land years ahead on the off chance of requiring
it afterwards.

The Colonial Treasurer:
grow again,

The PREMIER: It is quite true thai there
has been a good deal of land surveyed for
settlement in the South-West, Mainly in the
Nelson @Qistriet a number of blocks wers sur-
veyed from 1910 to 1912, the number totalling
2,276 bilocks, containing 572,476 acres. The
approximate cost of the survey was £30,00, With
all that Jand already surveyed, would T be jus-
tified in sending out surveyors to survey fur-
ther land¢ The statement which I gave to ths
Press when I returned with the Minister for
Industries 18 months ago from an inspection
of the South-West was a clear exposition of
the impressions I gained during the trip, The
Minister for Industries went with me, not as
Minister for Industries, but as Minister for Ior-
ests, because I wanted to be quite sure that we
would not be blocked in our land settlement in
the South-West by any action of the Forestry
Department. I admit that the timbera of the
Bouth-West require to be conserved, but I hold
that peaple are of more value than trees, Still,
there is no reason for destroying this valuable
timber, The time will come when the timber
will have been all used up, and then the land
now oceupied by the timber may be occupied
by the settler. It is impossible to pnt men on
the blocks that have beem surveyed, because
in the majority of cases the land is nof suit-
able. [ do not want any repetition of that ex-
penditure. The country is not in & pesition to
go in for extravagant expenditure unless some
profitable result can be seen, I decided that
the proper way to settle the South-West was
to follow the contour of the creeks, to sur-
vey the hlocks off the ereeks, thus giving
the scitler a eertain area of good land with an
asgsurance of water, together with a certain
area of inferior land lying behind. The sur-
very work that has been done down there is
of no value except from a departmental point
of view as showing the character of the coun-
try. Apart from that, those blocks are abso-
lutely useless,

Hon. P. Collier:
surveyed?

The PREMIER: Tn 1910 and 1912, Tn my
opinion, the way I propese is a sane way of
tackling the question. The country should not
he taken on a face by the surveyor; there
should be with the surveyor some practical man
with experience of land settlement to show the
surveyor whera to run his lines. That is the
system I have adopted. I have already sur-
veyed within a reasonable distance of RBig
Brook 100 blocks of fram 100 to 160 aeres,
which are all quite svitable for land settle-
ment. When the time comes those blocks ean
be cleared. We cannot proceed any further
with that work at present, because we have
been stopped by the wet weather. It iz im-

And allow it to

When were those blocks
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possible to do mueh survey work in that coun-
try in winter time. 'The surveyors cannot get
what they require, because it is raining nearly
all the time, and the country is in a state of
bog. Consequently I stopped the work umtil,
under more favourable weather conditions, the
surveyors can get on with it.

Mr. Johnston: Are they going back thent

The PREMIER: Certainly, 3 soon 28 the
weather suits.

Hon. P, Collier: When the weather breaks.

The PREMIER: Then we shall have a sys-
tem of settlement which we shall be able to
carry out. To say that we should spend
£250,000 in six months clearing land and build-
ing houses for the men is absurd. The cleared
land quickly grows up and, moreover, if we
build a house and leave it unoccupied for any
time, it may be burnt down, The South-West
is a country of great possibilities and is going
to be the home of a large number of people.
But the scttlement of the land will have to go
hand in hand with the timber industry. The
timber industry down there has really created
the settlement which has taken plaee ~during
the last few yoars,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Harvey is the place we want
to know dbout.

The PREMIER: The hon, member said
nothing whatever about the wheat areas, but
confined himself to the Sonth-West where, he
gaid, I have broken faith with somebody, I
tto not know with whom, because I have not
built houses, cleared land and erected fences.
Fancy erecting fences at the present time with-
out being quite certain that people are going
to settle on the land! Wire is five times as
costly as it was a few yecars ago.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The money is available for
that purpose.

The PREMIER: Alhongh the money is
available T am not prepared to put np fenees
at five times the .cost of a few years ago,
when T think it is a much saner policy to wait
until T have the people to sebtle on the land.
It will he quite time enough when we have
the men in sight. The hon. member informed
the House that he could settle 4,000 men in a
year,

Ton. J. Mitehell: No, T snid that™in all
4,000 blocks were sold.

The PREMIER: How many in a year? The
hon. member was going to scttle an enormouy
number of men m a year. How can we expect
to get men to settle on our lands at the pre-
sent time? Bvery eligible man las gone to
the Iront, and those who have returned and
heen discharged are men physically uefit.
They are not fit for the rough work of pioneer-
ing in a country like the South-West, These
men have been discharged hecause they are
not able to go to the Front again. The mili-
tary authorities would not have dRscharmed
them if they had heen fit to go back to the
Front. The time will come when we shall have
a large number of men returning who are fit
for the work, and we shall then be prepared
for those men as they return.

Hon, P, Collier: One-fifth of the total
number who Teft the State to go to the Froni
are already baek.
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The PREMIER: Yes, 30,000 men went
to the Front and about 6,000 have returned.
How many of those men have applied for
land? Something like 709 inguiries have been
made hy men desiring to settle om the land,
Of those, 156 have been snitably assisted or
placed, We have done just as well in West-
ern Australia as has been done in any other
Australian State. And we have done that
withont baving to repurchase one acre of land.
In the Eastern States they are spending hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds in the repur-
chase of land,

Mr, O°Loghlen: We have no oeeasion to
repurchase land, for we have hundreds of
thousaunds of acres of our own.

The PREMIER: Of that 709, about 190 al-
ready held Jland, and the Government are
assisting them on their holdings. Some 60
men made casual inquiries into the scheme,
and have not been heard of sinee,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Some went to Harvey hbut
could not get satisfaction, and in consequence
they have turned their attention to other avo-
cations.

The PREMIER: Of the balanee only 160
have qualified. It showa how few of those
men are really qualified to go in for pioneer-
ing work on the land. I know of returned
soldiers who went on the land but had te
leave it because they found they could not
stand the work that Liad to be done.

Hon. P, E. 8, Willmottt (Honorary Minis-
ter): And that was not on virgin Jand, either.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They should not be re-
quired to take virgin land.

The PREMIER: The number really wait-
ing to go on the land is comparatively few,
and those men always want improved hold-
ings. They do not want to go on land where
they will have to do all the work themselves,
but want improved holdings.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How many suitable im-
proved holdings have you got for themn#®

The PREMIER: Not a great number, ox-
cept on our repurchased estates. Would the
lion., member suggest that we should go oui
and clear country for them?

Mr. Lutey: Certainly.

The PREMIER: And then have it all grow-
ing up again afterwards.

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): Have Denmark over again,
Mr. O’Loghlen: You got the sack; you
keep quiet.

The PREMTIER: The hon. member, said we
shoulidl make wuse of the men who have re-
turned. We do not want to make use of the
men who have returned, I do not want to
encourage men to go on the land unless
they desire to go there, T think the majority
of the men whe come sgeeking land at the
Lands Department are withont experience of
land settlement. Tf they were aceustomed to
the work, it would he totally different. They
have been led to believe that the land settle-
ment scheme i3 going to carry them straight-
away to a place of bliss where they can he
happy ever after.

Mr. Lambert:
it?

Mr., O'Loghlen:

‘Who led them to believe

They have been reading

.the Premier’s speechea.
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The PREMIER: I have not led them to
believe it. If those men were physically fitted
to go on the land, there is mo better life for
them. If 1 had to commence life again, [
would go on the land, because I feel that the
man on the land is doing something which is of
benefit, not only to bimself but to the country
also. The hon, member says, ‘‘ Make it eagier to
get the land. '’ 1t is easy to get land if people
are prepared to take it, and wait for it to be
clearcd for them, or if they are prepared to
help in the work of clearing, which they will
not do. The hon, member also says, ‘‘ Prepare
for the home coming.’’ That is what we are
doing. The hon, member would like us to put
up two or three thousand buildings, eclear as
many hundreds of thousand acres of land,
and leave it all ready for the men to go on
to -when they return.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Tt is ridieulous to talk like
that.

The PREMIER: The hon, member knows
that it will have to be cleared for them, He
expects us to clear the land now, and have it
ready for them when they come back some
time or other. We do not know when they will
come back, though we hope it will not be long.

The Colonial Treasurer: If the war ended in
12 months it would be ancther two years be-
fore all our men eame back.

The FPREMIER: T do not think anyone
would say that it was good policy to do all
this work before we knew when our men were
coming back, and before we knew how many
were likely to settle on the land. The hon.
member says that our soidiers must be given.
an opportunity to work. The only work we
can give them an opportunity of engaging in
i3 the work of clearing the land for their own
holdings. When the able bodied men come
back I think we might then settle on some
scheme for a bona fide, sane, land settlement,
whereby these men would be able to obtain
employment, and clear some of their own hold-
ingsg, and at the same time make themselves
qualified to settle on the land. Although we
have an enormous tract of country in Western
Augtralia T am firmly of the opinion that more
should be done with the land that is already
held along our railway system. We have built
railwoys here and there thronghont the State
that will lag for many years to come. We
ghould, therefore, adopt some policy in regard
to the settlement on those lands which are in
the vicinity of existing railways. Our railways
are not paying at the present time, but if we
aet more people on the land in the vieinity of
these, we shall be adopting a poliey which will
not only be of benefit to the country by in-
creasing production, but also a benefit by in-
ereasing the revenue of our railway system.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Are the Government pre-
pared to adopt such a policy?

The PREMIER: Yes. I propose to inaugur-
ate a scheme whereby the Government will be
ghle to acquire land at a reasonable price,
adjacent to our reilway system, and whereby
it will be made rompulsory that sales should
be made if the land is not offered at the free
will of the owners,

Mr, O'Loghlen: That is admitting that we
require to repurchage. -

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER:.1 do admit now that there
is a large amount of land held in areas that
are too large in extent along our present rail-
way system, and if a great deal of that eoun-
try was disposed of it would not only be better
for the people ihemselves, hut for the State,
as I have already shown.

Mr. FPickering: How would that apply to
the Midland lands?

The PREMIER: Most of the good land
along the Midland railway has already heen
disposed of, Some of the members would force
this by taxation, but I do not propose to do so.

AMr, Lutey: 1t will never be done in any
other way.

The PREMIER: In all the other States they
have compulsory purchase claunses in their
soldier settlement schemes. A clause sueb as’
this might be introduced into our measure to
enable the State to secure land in this way.
T am certain that this would be better for the
individuals concerned.

Mr., Lambert: Are you going to buy theme
out on the speculative value of the lands?

The PREMIER: There is no likelihood of
my being a party to paying a speculative price
for land. We have in the Lands Department
piles and piles of applications for the sale of
land,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Every one wants to sell,

Hen, . Collier: And they ave all actuated
hy patriotic motives.

The PREMIER: That is so. People do not
want to part with their land, but say they are
anxious to do something for the returned sol-
diers. The Government have not purchased
any of these estates, because the time has not
arrived for them to do so. It would pay the
country better to secure some of the land in
the South-West which is already partly cleared,
than to clear virgin land of this encrmous tim-
her.

Mr. O 'Lioghlen: Will that inerease production
by much? -

The PREMIER: Certainly.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: There is a lot of ring-
barked country there which can be bought up
cheaply.

The PREMIER: Much of this land in the
vicinity of our railways can be purchased at
a reasonable price of from £2 to £3 an acre,
and it would be better to puwrchase such land
than to clear virgin country at from £10 to
£20 an acre

Hon, .J. Mitchell: We agreed on that two
years ago. -

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. OT.oghlen: You are not obliged to buy
land at all,  You should withdraw your Agent
General. He is on a false mission.

The PREMIER: T say that this is a sound
proposition, Such land as T have mentioned
will have been sweetened, and will be in a
proper condition for settlement at once. Om
the other hand if we go on to virgin country,
it will take years for it to sweeten and for the
settlers to grow anything upon it. Purther-
more, on the areas of which I speak the grasses
have already grown for stock purposes.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: I do not know of any peo-
ple holding sweetered land adjoiring the rail-
ways who are prepared to sell it for £2 or_£3
an aere. . A -
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The PREMIER: 1 know of some. At any
rate, I am not here to answer questions, Ques-
tion time is over. I am merely replying to the
member for Northam (Hon, J. Mitehell), who
has moved a vote of censure upon the Govera-
ment for their lack of extravagance in spend-
ing money at the present time in building rail-
ways, and in clearing land when we have mnot
the men ready to go on the land. He certainly
said that we should build a railway for the
purpose of conpling up Mamjimup with Nor-
anlup.

The Minigter for Mines: He would put men
there without railway communication,

The PREMIER: I want to satiafy the House
that the work of the Government up to the
present has been adequate. We have only a
few men now who are seeking setilement on
the land, whom we have not been able to place,
1 think that is a clear answer to the hon. mem-
ber, that we have been doing something in re-
gard to the settlement of these men, All these
men want land that is partially improved, but
it is impossible just now to put them on land
of that deseription, unless we purchase estates
in the neighbourheod of our railways. I am
fully aware of all that took place at the Pre-
miers’ Conference. We are in a different posi-
tion now to that in which we were then, We
never dreamt that this war would go on for
such a long time. It was stated that we would
be able to absorb a certain nmumber of men
when they came here. We ara still in a posi-
tion to absorb them when they come here,

Mr. Jones: Can you absorb 25,000%

The PREMIER: I think it was stated that
we could absorb 25,000 from the 0ld Country.
Things have altered considerably since then,
The British Government are adopting a dif-
ferent policy now. Mr. Lloyd George himself
has repeatedly stated that in future they will
have to be most careful to keep their men in
their own country. To say that the Govern-
ment are doing nothing to prepare for these
men is, I think, absolutely ridiculous. The
Minister for Industries has been twitted in re-
gard to the establishment of secondary indus-
tries in Western Australia, Nothing could be
better than to get these industries established,
They will absorb many of those men who are
unable to go on the land, or who do not desire
to do s0. I do not believe that ten per cent.
of the men who return from the Front will
want to go on the land. We shall, therefore,
be prepared to rcceive these men, and every
agsistance will be given to them to engage in
that work in which they most desire to engage.
At the same time, I am not prepared in the
present eondition of the finances to spend
money extravagantly in doing work if there ia
no immediate prospect of getting a return
from it. It is perhaps well to point out that
the repatriation of our men, that is placing
them in suitable occupations when they return,
is entirely the funetion of the Federal Gov-
ernment. I am of course speaking generally.
The Federal Government have a Repstriation
Department, with a Minister controlling it.
The department deal entirely with the repat-
riation of soldiers in all work except that of
settlement on the land, with which the Federal
Government have nothing whatever to do, The
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Federal Government deal entirely with the
matter of settling” returned men in industriea.
A board has been appointed here to deal with
vepatriation, and sub-committees have been ap-
pointed thronghout Western Australia. The
Federal Government intend to do everything
they possibly can to see that returned men are
snitably settled in the civil life of Australia
when they return. At the same time, the State
and the (overnment of Western Auatralia are
anxigus to assist wherever they possibly can in
the settlement of our returned soldiers in any
direction, With that objeet in view, we aim at
establishing in this State industries which may,
as time goes on, absorb a great many of the
returned men. To me that appears a sound
policy. We have our primary industries, and
alongside them we should have secondary in-
dustries also. The only matter with which the
hon. member for Northam has really charged
the Government is that during the last 18
months, or two years, they have done nothing
to carry out the scheme formulated by the
hon. member himself,

Hon, J. Mitchell: The scheme of the Fed-
eral Government. '

The PREMIER: That was the hon, mem-
her’s scheme, Before he went to Melbourne,
the hon. member bhanded this acheme to the
Premier of that day.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No; I did not.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: Cabinet approved of
that scheme.

The PREMIER: We need not troeble as to
whether Cabinet approved of it or not.

Hon. J. Mitchell: May I be permitted to coe-
rect the Premiery I prepared a scheme
ang-—-—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mewmber
is not in order in interrupting.

The PREMIER: After the hon. member
returned from Melbourne—

Hon. J. Mitchell: You posted the scheme to
the Premier in Melbourne.

The PREMIER: How could I have posted
it to the Premier in Melbourne if the hon.
member prepared it only after he came back
from Melbourne®

Hon. JJ, Mitehell: T returned much earlier
than the then Premier. T returned in Decem-
ber, and you sent the scheme over to Melbourne
carly in January.

The PREMIER: The hon. member prepared
the scheme.

Hon. .J. Mitehell: And you sent it over,

The PREMIER: I sent it over, but it was
a scheme drawn up by the hon. member, who
was Minister for Industrics. As Minister for
Industries, the hon. member was given the duty
of formnlating a scheme for the settlement of
returned goldiers on the land. The Lands De-
partment were merely to find the land; the
hon, member was to do all the other work,

Hon, J. Mitchell: Bot you submitted the
scheme, and you drafted a scheme youreelf.

The PREMIER: My scheme had nothing to
do with that. The scheme which the hon,
member charges me with having formu-
lated

Hon. JJ. Mitechell: T have not charged you.

The PREMIER: That scheme is the one
which wns formulated by the hon. member
kimself,
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Mon. J. Mitchell: And adopted by you, and

by you sent over to the Premier in Melbourne.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has now
admitted that he formulated that scheme in
Decewber, upon his return, aad that it was
gent to Melbourne in January.

Mon. J. Mitchell: I said that in speaking,

The PREMIER: The hon. member was en-
trusted with the duty of formulating the
scheme,

Hon. P. Collier: That is so; but the scheme
was approved by Cabinet,

The FPREMIER: I really do not kuow
whether it was or was not approved by Cabi-
net.

The Minister for Works: Tt is not the Wilson
Government who are being tried now, but the
Lefroy Government.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: There are four mem-
bers of the Wilson Government in the Lefroy
Cabinet now.

Hon, P, Collier: Has not the Minister for
Works been in Loth these Goveruments?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Hon. I>. Collier: Then take your gruel.

The PREMIER: The position 1 take wp is
that the Government would not have been justi-
fied in carrying out that scheme.

Hon, J. Mitchell: But you yourself sent the
scheme over to Melbourne.

The PREMIER: The scheme might have
-been all right then. Tt might have been justi-
fiable them, and not justifiable at a future
date. It certainly was not justified,

Flon. W, C. Angwin: In that case, why did
von approve of it?

Hon. P. Collier: Did the Minister for Works
himself directly approve of it

The PREMIER: T do not know, But I do
know that the Government wounld not have been
jusgtified in carrying out such a secheme, justi-
fied in entering uvon a huge expenditure of
£250,000 in six months,

Hon. P. Collier: Have you now reached the
stage of condemning your own scheme? The
present Premier was a party to that scleme,
and now he is arguing that it was an absurd
seheme. That is the position.

The PREMTER: T am referring to the
scheme formulated hy the member for Nor
tham. Wa need not mind whethier it was or
was not adopted by me. It was sent over to
Metbourne by me at the request of the member
for Northam. The hon. member knows full
well that the Government could not have car-
ried out that scheme, providing for the ex-
penditure of £230.000 in six months in clear-
ing land and building houses,

Hon, P. Collier: Did not that oceur to the
present Premier at the time?

The PREMIER: T submit that proposition
to the House., When the duty was entrusted
to myself I came to the conclusion that to
carry out the scheme was impossible.

Hon. P. Collier: In fact, the scheme was
absurd?

The PREMIER: I am quite certain that
the Hounge is entirely with me in the position
that I took up in this matter. We had not the
men to go on the land when it was cleared.

Hon. P. Collier: And yet you adopted the
schemet
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The PREMIER: Let us not trouble about
that, 'That has nothing to do with the ques-
tion. I think it well that I should point out
to the Hounse what the Government do propose
at the present time to do. The charges ievelled
by the member for Northam have bheen ¢om-
pletely shattered, The House must re.ognise,
L think, that it would have been futile for
the Goveriment to szend the money which the
hon, member states should have been spent
in deing on the land work which would have
been absolutely of no immediate use, of no
use until the men return. I have in-
formed the Houwse that the repatriation of
our soldiers and sailors has been engaging
the attention of both the Commonwealth and
the State Governments for some considerable
time. Tt is a matter that has, perhaps, caused
motre discussion and more criticism than any
other matter which has been brought before
the Governments of Australia during reecent
years, We are all anxious that everything pos-
aible should be done for the returned soldiers.
But, at the same time, I am anxious to see
that these men are punt into work for which
they are suitable; and T do not wish to en-
courage men to cngage in work which after-
wards they will be sorry to have engaged in.
Realising that settlelment on the land must be
one of the main planks, if not absolutely the
mamm plank, in a sound repatriation poliey,
the State Government bave perhaps given
more consideration to that aspect of fiie ques-
tion than to any other of its aSpbets, and have
endeavoured to formulate a scheme on sound
lines having in view the interests of the State.
Tt is o scheme which T have formnlated, and
whieli I believe will meet with the approval
of the House. It was decided that new selee-
tion was to be the basis of the scheme, and
that operations he confined to Crown lands
as far as possible.

Mr. 'Troy: What are you
nowf

The PREMIER: [ am queting from my own
[raposals,

Hon, P. Collier: New proposals?

The PREMIER: Yes. This is what has
heen done; not what is being done, but what
we have been engaged for some time past in
doing, A hoard consisting of representatives
of the various Covernment departments was
appointed, its duty being to select areas for
subdivision, to decide as to the suitableness
of the holdings for their particular purpose,
according te loeality, and generally to recom-
mend what land should be made available for
settlement. One of the first duties undertaken
by the board wag to take stock of the Crown
lands within nine miles of existing railways,
which could be accepted as being snitable for
the softiement of returned soldiers. Tn my
opinion we should not settle returned soldiers
more than uine miles from existing railways.
We gsee now that it is unprofitable for a man
to settle on land more than 1214 mlies from
an existing railway. If it is unprofitable for
a man to settle at a greater distance than 12%
miles from railways at the present time, it is
better to keep our returned soldiers well in-
side that distance. Consequently, I make the
maximum distance nine miles from existing
railways,

reading from
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Hon. P. Collier: Is that the policy which was
outlined at the time of Mr. Camm’s appoint-
ment?

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. P. Collier: Was it formulated before
Mr. Camm’s appointment, or after?

The PREMIER: This is the policy we have
been formulating for some time past.

Hon. P. Collier: But the fime the board
consisting of officials were appointed wonld
be about the time Mr. Camm was appointed,
would it not?

The PREMIER: Yes. Mr, Camm wag in
the Department when this ascheme was for.
mulated. :

Houn. P. Ceollier: But was he not appointed
to take charge of the scheme?

The PREMIER: Yes. The results of the
hoard’s investigations proved most disappoint-
ing. The board reported that, after exhans-
tive inquiry, they found that véry few blocks
indeed were available in either the wheat belt
or the South-West, That is to say, blocks al-
ready surveyed within nine miles of our rail-
ways, Since that time 150 men have, as al-
ready stated by me, Iken placed on holdings
mostly in the wheat belt, and it is doubtful
whether is would be possible to find more than
50 sunitable blocks in this area at the present
time,

Hon. P. Collier:
of the wheat belt?

The PREMIER: Within nine miles of ex-
isting railways.

Hon. P, Collier: But that ia not taking
inte account the blocks held by the Agricul-
tural Bank?

The PREMIER: No. Outside the doubt-
ful areas to which I would not encourage men
to go, there are large tracts of conntry sur-
veyed over 121 miles from the existing rail-
way system. Although those blocks may be
within the rainfall area, I would net encour-
age returned men to gu on them.
think it would be fair to do so.

Mr. Troy: What are you going to do with
those blocks alongside the railways, alongside
the Wongan Hills railway, south of Mullewn,
for ingtance?

The PREMIER: Those blocks arc very
donbtful eountry for farming.

Mr. Troy: Then why put men on that
conntry ¢

The PREMIER: T do not think any of
onr returned soldiers would eare to go there.
The theory that the returned me should be
settled or Crown lands is undoubtedly sound;
but experience has proved that to a large ex-
tent this is impracticable, for the following
reasons: It is found that returned men are
more or less ineapacitated from doing hard
work, and are quite unfit to tackle virgin coun-
try. Moreovel the men themselves almost unani-
mously demand improved holdings, as already
stated. I have triedl to emphasise that the
Government do not favour the settlement of re-
turned men on the heavily timbered country
of the Sonth-West, Ministers being of
opinion that the picneering difficulties are too
great. However, the time will ¢ome when we
shall have our able-hodied men back here, and
those able-bodied men will be better qualified

Does that mean thie whole
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to deal with this land thar are the men re-
turning at the present time. It is impossible
to expeet that the soldiers coming back now
discharged, who are physically unfit for this
heavy pioneering work, should settle in the
virgin forest country of the South-West. How-
ever, I am quite certain the time will come
when we shall have returned soldiers able to
tackle that conntry, and when they are ready
to do so I am quite sure that the Government
of the day, whoever they may be, will be will-
ing and ahle to help such men to aecquire the
land they want. The charge of the momber
for Northam, that the work of the Government
in the matter of repatriation is inadequate, is,
I think, perfectly unjustifiable and absolutely
without foundation, because the Government.
have done everything they possibly eould do for
the men who have returned to Western Ang-
traliz up to the preseat time. The only charge
the hon, member makes against the Govern-
ment iz that the Government are not now
clearing large tracts of country, putting np
buildings, and fencing the land ready for set-
tlement,

Hon. .J. Mitchell:
land then?

The PREMIER: There are only about 60
men who have inquired for land who are wait-
ing; a great many have gone away; they do
not desire to go on the land at all. None of
the men are prepared to go on the land in its
virgin state. How can you settle men on un-
cleared land if they are not going to clear it}
We will find the land for them. The Govern-
ment have now 100 acres cleared in the South-
West alongside some of the brooks, and it is
our intention to see that some clearing is done
on that country as soon as we are in a position
to clear it. But this work cannot be done in
winter time. The Government are prepared to
enter on the work of clearing portion of the
land and preparing it for settlement. And
that work will be entered on as soon as the
opportunity of doing =0 presents itself, At
the same time we could not go into the coun-
try and take a lot of the blocks which have
niready become vacant and start  elear-
tng operations on them, because they are
not in a suitable yosition for (eing
so. Tt has to be remembered that al-
though we have £500 allotted in this
State for the settlement of each man on the
land, that £500 is only for the work of im-
provement and for the work of supplying men
with plant. That £500 will not be sufficient,
and the Government intend to supplement the
amount to assist soldier settlers where it is
found that the £500 is not sufficient.

Mr. Johnston: Any limit®

The PREMIER: The Government will have
to be perfectly sure there iz ample secarity for
the money that is expended, and a great deal
will dcpend on the character of the men them-
selves, and the work on which they are em-
gaged.

Mr. Lambert: What will the Government do
for the soldiers already possessing land, re-
turned farmers?

The PREMTER: We are helping these men.
Bvery returned farmer has already been as-
sisteil on the land. Y reecognise, and every hon.

There are many wanting
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member recognises, that everything that possi-
bly can be done is being done for the returned
men, [ am sorry this hag been made & party
question by the member for Northam, What
motive could he have for making this motion
a party question? It eould have been moved
in a different way. The hon. member ecould
have moved it as an ordinary motion, but it
is tacked on to the Address-in-reply as an
amendment. Why does the hon, member do
that? To make it a vote of censure on the
Government, What motive actuated the hon.
member? It is not for me to say.

Hen. J. Mitchell: I bave already told the
House,

The PREMIER: I think I have anawered
tully the complaints the hon. member has made,
and the charges he has levelled against the
Government, of not having spent a large
amount of money in preparing land for men
who are not in sight at the present moment,
I think the House agrees that the policy ad-
opted is the right policy, and the proper poliey
under the present circumstances. What mo-
tives have actuated the hon. memberd It is
diffieult for me to say, The hon. member spent
the greater part of his time, nearly the whole
of the time he was speaking, to what he had
done when he was in the Government, Ouly
about three minutes of the hon, member’s time
was devoted to what the Government were
doing at the present time.

Hon, J. Mitcheli: I do not know what they
are doing. .

The PREMIER: T have already told the
House what we are doing. I have already told
the House what we arc prepared to do in the
future. We have the repurchased estates that
have been lying on the hands of the Govern-
ment for some years, and I have always felt
that these fine tracts of country should be
utilised for returned soldiers only. For that
purpose the Yandanooka estate has already
been cut up and already a number of men arc
settled on the land and beginning to work.
The land has already been surveyed, and nearly
all has been allotted. But there is a diffieulty
about Yaudanooka, Tt is not a property well
supplied with water, consequently the Govern-
ment have had to pnt down tanks in various
places to supply the different Jioldings with
water, The Yandanooka estate will settle n
considerable number of men, and it is along-
side a railway with all the conveniences avail-
able for making it a suceess. But it is not
right to suppose that every man will make a
farmer. Besides, because a man has been at
the front that is no reason why he should be
expected to engage in the work of farming.
There are very few who will find it congenial
to their temperaments. DEverything ia heing
dong and will be done to supply these men with
land when they require it. [ had to take this
motion as one of want of confidence in the

Government, as the hon. member moved it as

such, TIf the hon. member did not intend it
as a motion of want of confidence he could
have maved it in another form,

Mr, O'Loghlen: You are not making a party
gquestion of it

The PREMTER: Tt is for the House to sar
whether the Government policy of land settle-
ment is to bhe the future policy of this eoun-
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try, or whether the hon. member's policy is to
be the land poliey of the future. The member
for Northawm is desirous of having control of
the land policy of the State. It is for mem-
bers to judge whether the hon, member should
have control of the land policy or not. I say
the hon. member mnst be actuated by some
ulterior motive of which possibly we are not
aware. 1 o not know what that motive ig.
The hon. member seems to voice the views that
have heen expressed in the morning Press of
the State for the last 18 months, and the hon,
member is probably backing up those views.
The question whieh the House has to decide
is whether the destinies of this country are
to be entrusted to the member for Northam and
the morning Press which he represents, or
whether they are to be entrusted to wmyaelf
and the Government of the day. I can assure
the House that the Government of the day
and myself are desirous of doing everything
we can, and are doing everything we can, in
the interests of the returned men. I am con-
Adent of this, if members speak to the motion
they will be able to inform the House whether
the Government have assisted men in settling
on the lands of the country. It is mow for
the House to decide whether they have faith
in the eapacity of the present Government to
carry on the work of the country, or whether
they will entrust it to the member for Nor-
tham. 1 have learned hefore to hear the words
[ have uttered twisted by knaves to be made
the sport of fools. 1 have learned that, and
there is no doubt the words T have spoken in
the past have been twisted by others to make
the sport of those who like to believe them.
Those are my views with regard to the mat-
ter, and T trust the House will say conclusively
at the present time what their feelings are,
and what their views are with regard to the
Government of the day. I do not want to
carry on the government of the country for

4 moment if members do not cousider that

I am fitted, with the gentlemen alongside of
me, to be entrusted with the destinies of the
State.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [8.40]: I feel that
this matter is not one for party polities or
hickerings or personalities in this House, The
question, to my mind, bacomes somewhat simple
it looked at alone, but if mixed up with things
that happened 12 months or 18 months ago we
get into a turmail and we hardly know what is
before the House. I understand the motion of
the member for Northam is that the proposalg
of the Government are inadequate. T have
been waiting to hear the counter propossla
which might appear better., To my mind there
is one question before the House: whieh is go-
ing to he best for the returned soldiers, im-
proved land or unimproved land? I mean vir-
gin country in the Sonth-West, which takes ab
least five years before a man can get a living
off it. It must be rivgbarked for a certain
period before it becomes sweetened, and to my
mind the idea of the scldiers having the ad-
vantage of railway communication and repur-
chaging partially improved estates iz much
more to their interests than being placed on
land removed from railway communication, and
virgin country. I am satisfied of this, that it
often takes umtil the third generation before
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a good living can be obtained from the land.
It is not the man who goes on the land in the
first instance who obtains the benefit, and not
often his son, but his grandson. Returned
soldiers are not able and should not be asked
to do the pioneering work in Western Austra-
lia., The best will not be too good for them.
The least we an give them are faeilities to go
on partially improved land which has already
railway communieatien, to give them an oppor-
tunity of obtaining decent land in return for
what they have done for us in the past
‘Therefore we should analyse the proposals be-
fore the House, I say it is a question of what
is best for the returned soldiers, improved
land with railway ecommunication, or virgin
country without railway communiecation. The
utilisation of improved lands next to the rail-
ways will have my support. I read the pro-
posal as follows—Already the improved lands
in the possession of the Government are being
made available for returned soldiers, but it is
felt that it would be necessary to acquire fur-
ther partly improved properties in the vicinity
of railway lines, a policy which, if wisely fol-
lowed, will have the effect of bringing a good
deal of land into full production. T eutirely
agree with that proposal in the interests, not
only of returned soldiers, but in the interests
of the Btate. We are suffering to-day from
too much railway mileage and too few receipts,
and if our railways are ever going to pay we
must have the land whieh is available along-
side those railways brought into a state of pro-
duction. In that way we may see our railways
hecome a source of revenue for the State.

Mr, Lambert: How do you propose to bring
the land into a state of productiont

Mr, MONEY: The Government intend to
introduce a Bill to bring that about and it will
then be the responsibility of every member of
Parliament if the provisions contained in that
Bill are not adequate. I would ask the Pre-
mier to give vs an undertaking that one of the
first measures to be submitted after the Ad-
dress-in-reply has been disposed of will be the
Bill to deal with these lands.

The Premier: Yes,

Mr. MONEY: When the measure ig before
the House, it will be our dnty to give it our
sole attcntion and see that it goes through.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are very innocent.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne—on amendment)
[8.50]: I purpose taking the opportunity pre-
sented by the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Northam to bring befare the House
the advisability of initiating repatriation
grhemes in the North-West of the State. We
should look on this phase of the question from
the point of view of statesmen rather than of
parochial peliticians, We all know that the
war which was launched hy militarism four
years ago has completely upset the normal
conditions which existed. FHuge armies have
heen ecreated, armies which are fighting in
&ifferent parts of the world, and when the
war i3 over, there will still be militarism in
cxistence everywhere.  Therefore, when any
question of settlemeat of this description is
to be ipitiated in Australia, there should be
considered which portion of the Continent more
than any other requires the settlement of men

re
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aceustomed to the use of military weapons.
L would ask hon. wembers to ecall to their

“minds the map of Australia, and to .think how

its relationship to other lands close to our
shores is affected. Hon. members will agree
with me that there is no part of Australia
so closely adjacent to foreign lands as the
North-West portion of this State. Within two
days sail of our Northern ports, we have huge
islands teeming with millions of aliens who,
every day, are Dbeeoming more civilised and
familiar with the uge of arms. Anyone look-
ing at this question from the point of view
of o statesman must realise the neccssity which
exists for populating, especially with people
like our returned soldiers, that portien of the
Commonvealth. 1t is the only sure defence
we are likely to have agninst aggression. Not
only should the House realise the importance
of the position but we should endeavour to
presg the question under the notice of the
Conmmonwealth Government. In the North-
West of our State we have a territory cqual
in area to the whole of Queensland. It stretches
from Geraldton to Cape Londonderry, and that
may be said to be equal to the distance from
Brisbane to Cape York. In this area we have
a yopulation of only 6,000 people, whilst the
population of Quecnsland is 680,000, and
Queensland is doing its utmost to develop its
resources, Mr. Ryan, the Premier of Queens-
land, when visiting this State a little while
back lost no opportunity of advertising the
possibilities o¢f Queensland and urging
men to go there, and I do not blame
him  for his attitnde. There is an-
other phase of the question that I
would bring under notice, and it is that the
North-West of our State has sent over 1,000
men to the Frqut, amougst them being some
of the finest type of manhood who have ever
left the shores of Auatralia. Most of those
men went with the mounted infantry.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Every district makes that
claim.

Mr. ANGELO: We can prove it by figures.
Cannot hon, members see the right we have
to claim attention in connection with repatria-
tion schemes which may be formulated? No
opportunity should be lost to settle our re-
turned soldiers and we should induce as many
gx-service men as possible to eome to ouwr
shores. I am afraid, however, that the present
Government in considering the repatriation
question might be compared with the new lamps
on motor vehieles. We find on those lamps
there is a line of demareation; the lower part
of the lamp throws the full foree of the light
on the road, while the upper portion is dim.
med. The present Government on the ques-
tion of repatrintion can only see brightly like
the lamp of the motor, that is to say, from
Geraldton downwards, while so far as north?
ward of Geraldton is concerncd their eyes turn-
ing upwards are dimmed. Tt has been said
geveral times that it is all very well fo eribi-
cise but that we should advance some scheme
and do some eonstructive work. T am going
to advance two schemes and T will be able
to prove fo hon, members that thére is a good
opportunity to do something practicable for
returned men. So far as Gascoyne is con-,
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cerned, the scheme I intend to suggest is one
in which even men who have lost an arm can
make a living. I am not advancing this scheme
as my own. I intend to bring under the notice
of the House the opinions of four experts who
were sent to the North-West to report ou the
possibilities of the Gascoyne. 1In 1911 Al
Despeissis who had been appointed Commis-
sioner for Tropical Agriculture went through
the North-West, and the result of his investi-
gations was the publication of a pamphlet, a
copy of which I have here. The pamphlet
was one of the most readable and instructive
ever issued by the Government. Mr. Despeis-
sis strougly advocated settlement of the Gas-
coyne district and there is an appendix to
this pamphlet to which I wounld draw attentiow.
He mentions in the appendix the tropieal pro-
ducts imported to the State in 1910, produets
which were capable of being grown in the
North-West of Western Australia. The value
in that year of those imported tropical pro-
ducts was £857,029, and the value of tropical
products imported into the Commonwealth for
the same year was £4,382,000, When hon.
members ask what we intend to grow up there,
T reply that Mr. Despeissis gives the answer.

Hon. P. Collier: And I do not think he in-
cluded bananas,

Mr. ANGELO: He only credited usg with
£5,000 worth of imported bananas, whereas the
value of imported bananas was £30,000 last
year, every onme of which could have been
grown in the North-West. Then Mr. Craw-
ford paid a visit to the North-West. He was
sent up in 1912 by the Minister for Lands in
the late Labour Govermment. Mr. Crawford
also made a strong recommendation. He con-
sidered that dairy farming could be carried
on in the Gascoyne district as well as any-
where thronghont Anstralia, * Then followed
Mr. Moody last year. This officer wrote a
long report, and I will read one or two ex-
tracts from it. He wrote—

To say that T am pleased with my visit
is to put it mildly. I am more than that
and had no idea of the place, quality, and
extent of the country along this river and
the possibilities for intense cultivation. 1
had no idea that such splendid eountry
existed in the State. The land is similar to
that along the River Murray whieh is util-
ised for the numervous irrigation settlements
in Vietoria, and the huge Yanco scheme in
New South Wales. In my opinion here the
goil is of a higher quality and more suitable
for irrigation. It is far ahead of the Yanco
area in quality and suitability for intense
culture, The water also is of good quality,
being pure and sweet. I am satisfied it is
a white man’s eountry and only regret that
T have been in the State six years without
seeing the Gascoyne before. I wish to state
that I know of no better soil conditions in
the whole of Australia, and believe that
sufficient of the abundant water mow run-
ning to waste can be conserved for the pur-
pose of settling a large community.

Hon. P, Collier: Does not the hon. member
know that that report earned Moody the sack?

Mr. ANGET:O: Tt aprears to me that any-
one who reports well of the North-West gets
the sack,

-grade.
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Hou. . Collier: The North-West has heen
fatal for public servants. All who have re-
ported on it have had the sack.

Mr. ANGELO: IMis concluding paragraph,
which should please the leader of the Opposi-
tion, reads as follows—

T wish to remark that the bananas growing

there are the best I have ever tasted, in-

cluding those from Queensland and the

Northern rivers of New South Wales.

Mr. Scott, the irrigationist, in whom the de-
partment has the wutmost confidence, after
visiting the Gascoyne the other day, wrote as
follows—

T am most enthusiastic as to the possi-

bilities of this portion of the State.

I wrote to the Government some time ago, and
since then a file about four inches thick bas
been built up. T thought everything was going
right. Then, presently, the Under Secretary
suggested that the question should be deferred
for 12 months. T stirred things up again, and
eventually they finalised the thing hy suggest-
ing that two returned soldiers should be given
£500 each and sent up there. They are going
to settle those men up there to prove the pos-
sibilities of irrigation, all on their own. It
would be better if they sent up one man and
his wife, for apples will not grow there and so
there would not be much chanee of temptation.
The last thing they did was to send Mr. Sor-
veyor Pitt to Carnarvon to get samples of the
soil. They allowed bim ten gunineas for the
purpose. What is the use of sending a man
to get what they had already got?

The Premier: When was that done?

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Pitt is still up there.
He sent down the samples six weeks ago. Here,
in Mr. Despeissis’ pamphlet, is all possible in-
formation as to the analyses of the soil. I
think the officer responsible for the expendi-
ture of that ten guineas ought to he made to
pay it. He could not have read the file. T
suggest that 2,000 acres of land should be
selected for settlement. Mr. Moody says that
it will cost only 153, per acre to clear and
Tt is all Government land, so there
will be no question of repurehasing. There is
the land, and there is the water. The water
merely requires pumping, and we shall have
enc common irrigation scheme established over
the whole area. Then the Government shonld
plough and plant the lot, and by that time it
will be found that the proposition has cost,
say, £30 per aecre with water provided,
ploughed and planted. It could then be sub-
divided into ten acre lots, for ten aecres will
he ample for the upekep of a man and his
family. He could then be debited with the
cost, and wonld have some £200 to keep him
going for a couple of years. He could grow
all the vegetables required.

Hon, P. Collier: A real Areadian existenee.

Mr. ANGELO: The Government say,
““Why do you not give us figures as to what
you have done.’’ Well, my brother and I have
20 acres under irrigation and we employ eight
men. According to my taxation return our re-
ceipts were £1,338 and our expenditure £863,
leaving ‘a profit of £475, for last year we
wrote oft £135, making £610 in all for 12
months,
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The Minister for Works: What wages do

you pay your menf?

Mr. ANGELO: The usual wages.

Mr. Green: Ave they white men?

Mr, ANGELO: Well, besides white men we
have a eouple of old Cingalese, but we should
be very glad to get rid of the latter if you
could send us white men to take their places.
We are working under the most primitive con-
ditions, Dbecanmse we have had no encourage-
ment or advice from the Government. They
have never sent up a man to show us how to
do the work. That is the seeret of our com-
parative want of success, We have been trying
to do the experimental work for the Govern-
ment at our own expeanse. Again, if we are
going to settle a lot of men on areas such as
Nornalup, it will ¢ost a lot for inspection and
supervision, and an army of inspectors will be
required, whereas under my scheme one in-
speetor could@ attend to the whole settlement.
A great saving would be made in this one
phase of the question alone, Further, in a
acheme such as the one I am advoecating, bar-
racks could be built to accommeodate 30 or 40
bachelors, and married men’s qunarters aleo
could be built. This would effeet a great
saving in building material and time in cook-
ing and such other things. A question has
been raised about the climate of the North-
West, The Honorary Minister for the North-
West and the Honorary DWinister for Lands
both know the Gascoyne, as does also the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy). Tt has one
of the finest climates in the world. Tt is on
the same latitude as Brisbane, a beantiful city
of 163,000 inhabitants.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The climate in Carnarvon is better than
that of Brishane,

Mr. ANGELO: Of course it is. Can the
putting of a lot of returned soldiers suffering
from shell shock amid the depressing condi-
tions of huge timber and wet sodden country
compare with a scheme for putting them inte
the brighter conditiona of the North-West?
There is no healthier place in the State. No
germs are to be found up there.

Mr. Lambert: No self respecting germ
would live there.
Mr, ANGELO: It bas been said that it

means driving people away from all classes of
amunsement. Nothing could be more crroneons,
for when a man has done his week’s work he
can find wp there the best fishing or shooting
in Western Australia. To a returned soldier
the conditions of life would be far more bene-
ficial than those down south in the timber
areas. Not only that, but with the land onee
plonghed aud planted even an injured man
could look after his holding himself, becaunse
all that he would require to do would bhe a
little weeding and diverting water on to his
erops, The Government say they want more
data, and that it would be a very expensive
proposition. Tt was suggested that to setile
100 men up there would cost £40,000. Last
week the Honorary Minister promised te gat
an estimate from the Works Department as to
the cost. Needless to say, the estimate is still
coming. However, 1 saw Mr. Dunckerley, a
practical man, the other day, and on the fol-
lowing morning he made me an offer to do the
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whole of the work necessary for providing
water for the scheme for the sum of £9,171,
the work to be compieted in 12 weeks. That
would run into about £8 per acre to provide
the scheme with water, Mr, Dunckerley to sup-
Ply the pumping plant, erect the reserveir and
put down the necessary well in the (ascoyne
River, The Houge should insist upon the Gov-
ernment giving that scheme immediate atten-
tion. Another scheme that I would snggest is
the settlement of a portion of the Kimberley
country which at present is populated by only
the natives, The red line on this map shows
the fringe of country taken up for pastoral
purposes. The whole of this coast line, with its
hinterland, is untouched. On this coast-line we
have some of the finest harbours the State can
boast of, such as Admiralty Gulf, York Sound,
Brunswick Bay, Napier Bay, and last, but not
least, Collier Bay.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of my pioneering an.
cestora got up there,

Mr. ANGELO: They showed their good
gense, I had a talk with Mr. Canning about
thig area, and he reminded me that Mr. Brock-
man had reported that in one portion of it
there are 10 million acres of splendid country,
well grassed and watered.

Hon, P. Collier: Does not the hon. member
know that one can get from the Lands De-
partment @ report on anything on earth,

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Brockman says that this
conntry is capable of earrying a heast to every
30 or 40 acres. T asked Mr. Canning for his
own opinion on it, and he said that it is the
finest pastoral land available for stocking in
the whole of Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the hor. member
endeavouring to provef

Mr. ANGELQO: That the Government, in
their repatriation seheme, have left out the
most important part of the State.

Mr, Lambert: But they are not settling
Cingalese just now.

Mr., ANGELO: They are not Cingalese in
that partienlar part of the eountry, but only
our own aborigines. That is the trouble. The
Bovril company took up thiz huge piece of
country painted red on the map, but they had
to abandon it because they found that the
natives were too bad. I suggest that the Gov-
ecrnment should work hand in hand with the
two schemes, that is, settling our northern
area and settling our soldiers at the same time.
Some yeurs ago Sir John Forrest, seeing the
possibility of settling KEast Kimberley, ar-
ranged an expedition, He procured a steamer
and sent up a party, inelnding surveyors with
all necessary impedimenta. Why ecannot this
Government do the same? Why not get 100
or 200 returned seldiers, physically fit, and
send them up in a boat, together with the
neeessary horses and material, to settle this
huge, undeveloped portion of our State? These
men will have been accustomed to the use of
the rifle, and if necessary will know how to
protect themselves from the depredations of
the natives, though T d¢ not think much in
that way will be required. Furthermore, in
the cattle business no fencing is required. No
wells would be needed because the country is
already well watered. A few tents would do
for the time being, or cheaply constructed
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buildinge could readily be erected. The cows
necessary for stocking this country could also
be purchased at a reasonable priee,  This
would assist the State in the development of
our northern areas, place a population there
which might later on be necessary for defence
purposes, largely get over the question of set-
tling our returned soldiers who desire to go in
for pastoral pursuits, and there are a great
many of these, and last, but not least, would
help to inerease our cattle herds, and assist the
Wyndham Freezing Works in years to come,
and also similar works which must eventually
follow in Derby. On the question of climate,
it may be advanced that it would be ridiculous
to send these brave men to the far North-West.
I may point out that this area is in the same
latitude as Cairns and Cooktown in Queens-
land, and that these two towns are the centres
of large and prosperous districts. In conelu-
sion, I would say that T consider L should
not have been doing my duty to the North-
West, to this State, or to the Commonwealth
had I not made a claim for consideration for
that portion of Western Australia,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.17]: I am
surprised at the attitude of the Premier upon
the amendment to the Address-in-reply moved
by the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell), On the formation of the present
National Government we find the following
embodied in the platform—

Parliamentary  freedom, representative
Government, free discussion and action by
members in Parliament, who shall be respon-
gible only to their electors.

This is signed “‘H. B. Lefroy, leader.”’ See-
ing that the Premier has subacribed to this
plank in the Natiomal party’s platferm I am
unable to see, for the life of me, why he should
find fault with any member who, he cons‘ders,
is fairly eriticising the policy of the Govern-
ment. In addition to that, on July 31st, 1917,
this House carried the following resolution—

That in order to more effectively safe-
guard the interests of returned soldiers, this
House is of opinion that a separate depart-
ment under the direct control of a Minister
for repatriation should be established, hav-
ing the management of all things necessary
to restere our soldiers to the various indus-
tries of the State.

Seeing that this was a direct instruetion from
the House, I cannot see why the Premier, if he
has been at all fairly eriticised in this connee-
tion, should complain. I Qo not agree with
the member for Northam that we ean place all
our returned soldiers upon the land. On ae-
count of the physical incapacity of many of
these unfortunate men, not only shall we not
be able to put them on the land, but possibly
they will be a charge on the State for some
yvears to come. The member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington), the other day, i a rather elo-
quent and not altogether fair speech
in many respects, took the Government to task
for what they had not done. He gaid it was
sbsolutely nsecless to talk of repatriation and
meeting the invasion of rabbits, and that the

-has made in this direction.

‘bits.
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first thing to consider was taxation. Will the
member for Perth and those who follow him
at any time supporf in this Chamber any
reasonable or cffective measure of ‘taxation?
The hon. member koows well that if an etf-
feetive measure of taxation was brought down
to-morrow morning, he, and those who follow
him, would not support it. I think both
branches of the Legislature realise that there
is no hope for this country until the Govern-
ment of the day cam relieve the position by
means of repsonable taxation, There has been
a lot snid about the policy of the
late TLabour Government. It may be
true that there was an advanced pub-
lic works policy ecarried on by that
Government while in office. It was also un-
fortunate that, following on that policy, we
had this war forced upon us. This, how-
ever, is not the reason why the finances of
the State are in such an unsatisfactory and uwn.
fortunate position as they are to-day.
Neither the member for Northam, nor the
member for Perth, no matter how they may
criticise the Government now in power, will
ever, when the interests of those they repre-
gent are concerned, support any measure
of taxation for the purpose of giving the Gov-
ernment of the day some financial relief. Until
that is done, and only when that is done, can
any Government bring about the reform the
member for Northam desires. I agree with the
member for Northam in some respeets. Some
reasonahle provision should bhe made to meet
the requirements of our returned soldiers.
T do not agree with the Premier when he says
that we can wait until the boys return. He
mugt know that only by some reasonable and
cquitable measure of taxation such as this un-
improved land tax can we become repossessed
of those large areas which are adjacent to our
railway system and are being held for specu-
lative purposes. Until the Premier is prepared
to bring down this measure and give this
House an opportunity of expressing an opinion
npon it, we shall not become repossessed of
those Tands which are so vital to the financial
and commercial stability of this country. I
believe with the Minister for Industries that
much ean be done in the way of assisting our
returned soldiers, and that he is to a great
measure entitled to praise for the attempt he
Even if he does
not go beyond establishing an industry for the
manufacture of grindstones in this State, he
will, at all events, have been as useful as any
K.C. in the State, no matter how eminent he
may be. If he will assist in establishing the
secondary industries of the State, be will de-
serve our everlasting eredit. Only a little while
ago we had a select committee sitting upon the
rabbit guoecstion, One of the leading officials of
the State, Mr. Mann, the Government Analyst,
stated in evidence that we were ahbsolutely
out of phosphorus, a substance which is vitally
necessary for stopping the invasion jof rab-
That officer informed the committee it
was imposgible to produce phosphorus in
Western Awustralia. He ought to have been
told by the Government that he could get out
of his office, and should have been given a cer-
tain time in which to produce phosphorus, in-
stead of theorising upon other matters of com-
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paratively little importanec to the country.
Such a matter i3 of more importance than the
standardising of potstill whisky and a lot of
other rubbish of the kind.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorory Minis-
ter): You do not call that rubbish?

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 do net ecall it rub-
bish, but it is so by comparison with the sub-
ject of phosphores, which this officer should
know full well there is little "diffieulty in pro-
ducing in Western Australia. 1 think what
[ say will be borne out by every other respon-
gible officer in the Government possessing 2
technical knowledge of the subject. Only the
other day the Government were being railed
at for not possessing this very nécessary com-
modity. 1t is quite possible to produce it in
the State. The Minister for Industries
will be supported by the House and
by the enfire country in his efforts to
establish these industries which are so
essential in the absorption of our returned
goldiers. It is regrettable to find members like
the member for Perth, with ‘all his brilliance
and knowledge, making a statement that we
should only stick to the three big primary in-
dustries of the State. He says, ‘‘Pro-
duce mutton, cattle, and timber.”! He then
goes on to say that we ean practically cut
down the education vote by half, because he
apparently considers that, in this country, we
only have a eommunity of bhoundary riders,
¢attle thumpers and bush hewers.

Mr. O’Loghlen: All very good men.

Mr, LAMBERT: I admit that, and am sor-
prised at the member for Perth not having
greater faith in the potential wcalth and re-
sonrces of this eountry, He can go to men
just as eminent in their profession as he is
in his. He ean go to our laboratories here
where men are unselfishly working and devot-
ing their time and abilities to research work,
which is 80 essential to the commereial
life of the State, It 1is discouraging
to men who are endeavouring to assist this
courtry in its present financial stress to hear
of men like the member for Perth talking like
this. Furthermore, it is a bad advertisement
to the State. The day after the member for
Perth made these remarks I was met by the
manager of one of the leading business houses
in Perth, who asked if I had leard what Mr.
Pilkington had said.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing the memher for Perth; we are discuss-
ing the amendment to the Address-in-reply.
Will the hon. member please confine himself to
the subject before the Chair?

Mr. LAMBERT: I am only speaking on
this subject in an indireet way, for I main-
tain that the secondary industries of the State
are embraced by repatriation, I desire to
deal as closely as I can with that aspect of
the question. While we should urge the Gov-
ernment fo make, and insist wpon the Gov-
croment’s making, reasonable provision for
land, and upon their taking effective measures
to beecome repossessed of the land privately
held glong our existing railway lines for specu-
lative purposes, and speculative purposes alone,
gide by side with that we should show some
little faith in the known rescurces of our coun-
try. Not only should we second the efforts
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of the Minister for Industries, but the Cham-
ber of Manufacturers and the big importing
houses should be made to realise that, after
all, it will pay them to show a little practical
patriotism by supporting the industries of
their own country, Tf we realise to the extent
that we shonld the valuable latent wealth of
this country, there will be very little occasion
to send men out into the distant and impos-
gible parts of the State where they will have
very little prospect of earning a decent living,
but we should be ready to place them in con-
genial and payable ccenpations for which they
are hoth mentally and physically fitted.

Hon. F. B 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
[9-32) : 1 listened with very keon interest to the
remarks of the member for Northam. To me it
geemed that the hon., member talked round and
round his Normalup scheme. T listened most
attentively to everything that he said, because
I thought I might learn from him somothing which
would be of great assistence to me in my work
as Honorary Minister. But after hearing that
gentleman from half-pest four till a quarter past
six, I had learnt nothing. That may not be the
hon. member's fault ; it may have been his mis.
fortune that ha could not put up something. He
aaid ** Get your surveyors out,” and he displayed
a plan like & chess board, showing what country
had been surveyed south of Manjimup. But the
trouble is that there are far too many blocks
surveyed already. The hon. member stated that
he had given instructions that in the survey of
the blocks timber of marketable value was not to
be surveyed in. Were those instructions observed ?
I say without fear of contradiction that they were
not. Close on £30000 was spent in laying out
blocks irrespsctive of soil or timber or anything
else. The surveyors adhered to the wmeridien,
and nothing seemed to worry them except tacking
on one block to ancther from Manjimmp to the
Southern Ocean. My knowledge of that country
is as great as that of anyone to-day in Western
Australia. I rode over it for 17 years. I defy
contradiction when I state that on the land as
surveyed into blocks between the coastal country
and the forest there is at the present moment
four feet of water, as regards hundrods and
hundreds of blocks, What is the use of surveying
such country into blocks 2 Am I going to advise
the Premier to settle returned soldiers on such
Iand 7 Why, I would not settle the member for
Northam there. I acknowledge that the hon.
member, to whom I wish to give his dus, is a very
earnest man, and a goer and a worker. T say
that straight out. But the trouble is that in his
anxicty to open up that country and get it surveyed
the hon. member put on surveyors who had no
idea of whet was required.

Hon. J. Mitchell : There was Mr. Brockmen,
the Surveyor General.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Mr. Brockman himself could not get over all that
country, The area is far too large. Mr. Brock.
man had to leave the work to swrveyors under
him, Those surveyors were in that country in
order to make what money they could. Who
blames them for that ¥ They surveyed the whole
country in the face, as the plan shows ; and the
result today is that those smurveys have to be
absolutely discarded. The only wuse of those
surveys has been to assist those officers of the
Forestry Department and the Lands Department
who together have classified the country for timber.
I acknowledge that the timber classification will
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be of the greatest possible use in future settlement.
Some of the blocks surveyed carry up to 100 loads
of karri per acre. I am sure the member for Nor-
tham would not wish to sacrifice 100 loads of karri
por acre, to scc it wasted, ruthlesaly destroyed,
in order to put men on that land. There is in
that district mixed timber country and open
red gum country which can be and will be used.

Mr. O'Loghlen: When ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
But I ask hon. members have they thought what
it is going to cost at present to deal with such
country as that ? The country cannot bo-dealt
with by traction engines ; the timbor is too large.
There is only one satisfactory method of dealing
with it—by using explosives. What is the position
to-day as regards oxplosives ? Thoy are only
one-fourth aa officient as they were before the

ar.,
¥ Mr. Q’Loghlen : That is what people say of the
present Government,

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
The trouble in using “ Fracture ™ for that timber
is that one cannot get enough * Fracture™ into

the holes bored into the tree to knock the tree,

down ; and this although  Fracturo ™ is extromely
powerful. Surely we are not to he asked to have
that country grubbed by hand ! That country,
with the very best appliances obtainable in peace
time, would cost up to £20, and even £30, and I
really believe for some blocks £40, per acre. I
leave hon. members to work out for themselves
the cost of clearing those blocks by hand. At
the old Warren homaestead as much as £1 per tree
has been paid, and yet the contractor gave up the
job. The cost of hand clearing becomes apparent
when one knows that the country carries up to
100 troes per acre.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Tt locks ag if we shall never be
able to scttle that country,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
Wo shall be able to sottle it, but I do not consider
that it would bo advisable to attempt to go into
that couniry at present.

Mr. ’Loghlen : If there are 100 trees to the
acre, the land is more valuable for other purposes
than for farming.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honerary Ministor) :
It depends on what the treca are. The member
for Northam said that Mr. Wilson's policy was to
make Crown lands available in every centre. But
can that be done when there are no Crown lands
in a centre ?

Hon. P. Collier : Ho meant, every contro where
there are Crown lands. Surely that is obvious,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I do not know what he moant. I am simply
stating what ho said.

Hon. P. Collice: Mr. Wilson meant what any
gensible man would understand.

Hou. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (Honerary Ministor) :
Houses, he said, were to be erected. land cleaved,
and so on. Have not we in the past had n pretty
dovere lesson as rcgards ‘going ahead with the
clearing of country without having people there
to take it up immediately ? I think we have.
Let me toke Denmark as an oxample. There we
had a case of improvements being made at heavy
cost and then not being maintained, with the
result of the last state of the land being worse
than its first, with consequent very heavy loss to
the State. The aresn of Denmark is given at
somcthing over 26,000 acres. The price paid for
it was £26,000. Tho accumulated debit to date
is £75,000, of which sum £27,000 is represented by
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clearing : and of the olearing not five per cent.
is to.day cffcetive.

Hon. J. Mitchell : That was serubbing.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
It wns sorubbing on some blocks, and clsaring on
others. Nominally, 347 selections totalling 19,000
acrey were sold for £20,000; but of the 317 selec-
tions 101 were actually abandoned ; and as regards
the balance of 246 ostensibly ocoupisd at the
moment, it is questionablo whether 100 settlers
aro to bo actually found on the land.

Hon., P. Collier: What are you doing to keep
them there ?

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Are we to continue such a policy as that ¥ I say,
no, certainly not.  And it would be madnesa to go
into the Warren country at the present time to
clear virgin land, put up houses, and fence. The
member for Northam knows perfectly well that
in that heavily timbered country one canmot
fence. Even when one is living on the apot, it
takes one all one’s time to keep the fences cffective.
Let the hon. member go and look at somo of the
abandoned properties in that district now, and see
the state of them—houses burnt down, fences
knocked to pieces, scrub growing up. It would
be a mad waste of money to proceed on such
lines, Regarding Nornalup again, to settle men
in that district without railway communication
is & thing this House would never agree to.

Mr. Munsio: But a great boom was made of
Nornalup for a long time.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I do not know by whom that boom was made.
Nornalup is a beautiful and healthy and very
fertile spot.

My, Munsie: Do you know there are only two
settlers in the Nornalup district ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I know that, because T have been there.

Mr. Munsic : It has not been tried.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
It has been tricd. If hon. members would go to
Mr. Boulanger's place at Nornalup, they would
see something to gladden their hearts—the
wonderful fertility of the land.

Mr. (FLoghlen: That can bo seen on the
Riverton estate also,

Mr. H. Robinson: Why coannot others do what
he is doing ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Honorary Minister) :
That man wont to that district with money.

Mr. Hickmott: How long ago ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) ¢
Several years ago. Have the returned soldiers
money ? Very, very few of them have. I for
one would never agree to sottle in that distriot
soldicrs or other poople until railway communi-
cation exists. To link that country up with
Denmark on the one hand, or Manjimup on the
other, moans 130 miles of railway construction,

Hon. J. Mitchell : But look at the country.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
At present our railways are not proving so profit-
able that woe should want to build more immed-
iately. In tho absence of railway construction
it would be madness to send returned soldiers
to Normalup. The Premier has told the House
that 2,276 blocks were survoyed south of Manji-
mup, but those surveys were made in such an
unsatisfactory way that they are no good to us
to-day, and that will have to bo remedied.

Mr. Munsie : What ars you doing to remedy it ?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
The member for Northam said that the scheme
put up by the Government of the day was to
epend something like two millions sterling and
that the Commonwealth were to find the money.
Boiled down, what did it amount to ? The Com-
monwealth said they could find the large sum
of £14,000.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They said nothing of the
sort.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister} :
The member for Northam said that perhaps the
South-West was too vast and that we wero afraid.
Why go right away to the South of Manjimup
when, as hon. members have stated, there is a
lot of land adjacent to the railways which is not
being used to the best advantage at the present
time.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Which areas appeal to you?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
South of Perth on the South-Western lino. I
know excellent country in the neighbourhood
of Pinjarra and from there on to Burrekup, near
Waterloo. There is also a lot of land that we
should repurchase between Boyanup and Bridge-
town which to-day is not preducing what it should.
The soldiers who get hold of some of that land
will be lucky mon indeed. The land has been
ringbarked for a pgreat many years; it is sweeb
to-day and the timber being dead, it can be dealt
with in a much more satistactory and economical
manner than the green virgin country. Tt would
pay to give £3 or £4 an acre for that land rather
than put men on to virgin country south of
Manjimup and tackle it in its green state.

Hon. P. Collier: This is o new discovery on
the part of the Government.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Honorary Minister) :
Steps have beon taken

Hon. P. Collier: To ra-purchase ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
No, to go into that matter and see what land is
available. There are men there at tho present
time engaged on that work, and I am sure the
House will accept their opinion. The object is to
ascertain exactly what lands we have within
nine miles of railways, lands which are not being

usad.

Hon. P. Collier: You do not know that you
will get legislative anthority yet ?

Hen. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I am coming to that. In the Bill which it is
proposed to submit to Parliament there is a com-
pulsory purchase clause. If these pcople are
not prepared to part with their land at a reason-
able price, the Government will be enabled to
step in and secure it.

Mr. O’Loghlen : What did it cost you to get
the Harvey blocks prepared for the soldiers who
wont away dissatisfied ?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I do not altogether blame them. The drainage
achems there was inadoquate, and the trouble is
that it was found to be inadequate only within
the last two winters when heavy rains have fallen.
We had to close that land agninst selection until
further drains were put in.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is that not likely to apply
to the other localities you have mentioned as well ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I think not.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Of course; they are exactly
the same. _

Hon. F. E. §. WILLMOQTT (Honorary Minister):
The member for Northam had in his mind the
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construction of three railways in connection with
the Nornalup scheme, one from Wilgarup to
Mount Barker, the second from TBig Brook to
Denmark and the third from Big Brook to
Augusta. It would have heen an ambitious
schemo if the money had been available. Theso
railways would have opened up a large tract of
country, but what is the use of talking like that
when we know therc is no chance of getting the
money which would be neccssary ? In February,
1917, parties were despatched to carry out a
railway survey between the Deep River, and the
Franklin River. In August, 1917, the work
was stopped or account of the web weather, and
when summer came again the surveyors were
not sent back because funds were not available.
The member for Bunbury, [ am glad to say, ap-
proves of the re purchasing of suitable partially
improved holdings.

Mr. (’Loghlen: Recall the Agent (eneral;
why allow him to tell them in England that we
have millions of acres available when we have
not ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Miniater) :
We have the area but we cannot make it avail-
ahle because we have not the railways.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Woell, tell that to the people
in England.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Honorary Minister,) :
The momber for Gascoyne referred to the possibili-
ties of the North-West. T know the land thero
well, and I am aware that if water can be obtained
at o reagonable price it may be worth while going
on with the scheme he proposes, but when the hon.
member blows into my office on Thursday, and on
the following Monday inquires if the engineers
have submitted a prico for which the work can be
done, he is expecting too much. Tho hon. member
said that Mr. Dunkerley had stated that he, could
do the work for £9,000. I would ask whethdw this
Mr. Dunkerley is an engineer.

Members : Yes.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Hon. members say, ** Yes,” but they do not know.

Mr. O'Loghlen : What does it matter ?

Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
It matsers a great deal. Of what use is it to have
a man who can say that a scheme ean be carried
out for £8,000 if he is not a competent engineer ?
I do not; know Mr. Dunkerley, but the member for
Gascoyne appears to have great faith in him.
T am interested to hear the price at which this work
can be done and as soon as tho reporta from the
Government, engineers are available it will be more
intercsting still to make comparisons. The hon.
member, I presume on account of the absence of
the member for Kimberley, had something to say
sbout the Kimberleys. So far as sending men to
the Kimberleys is concerned, only those who have
livad there should .be gent to squat there.

Mr. Angelo: Why?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Becauso they have to be acclimatised. Any man
not used to that country becomes disgusted with
it after 12 months residence thero, If he remains
there, however, he becomes more settled, One
individual suggested that men should be sent to
Moola Bulla for six menths and they would become
capable stockmen.

Hon, P. Collier:
officials said that.

Mr, Angelo: A thousand men have left the
North-West ; give them a show.

One of your Clovernment
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Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) s
Half a dozon men have already been fixed up on
pastoral propositions.

Hon. P. Collier: That is six, and two others

have applied.
Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :

Six have applied and gix have been fixed up. -

There wes a strip of country 10 miles wide which
wag kept open as a tick barrier, but I am sorry to
aay that tho barrier oxisted on paper only and that
the cattle took no notice of the marks on the
plan, and wandcred across the barrier at their
own sweet will. T think that 10-mile strip can be
utilised with great advantege for our returned
soldiers. That is8 a matter which iz recciving
attention at the present time. We havo hoard
a great deal inside and outaide of the House as to
what is being done and what is not being done.
What do we find ? We find that the repatriation
scheme wo are working under to-dey was inavgu-
rated in May, 1918, three months ago. The Com-
monwealth did not come to a decision until then.
That jg the trouble. I have been interested in
this mattor since tho War Council was first ap-
pointed. The War Council dealt with land settle-
ment for & time and I can agsuro hon. members
that it was very digheartening indced beeause
everything had to be sebmitted to DMelbourne
for approval. That is altered now.

Hon. P. Collier: I have documents from the
trenches which were circulated 12 months ago
and which set out thd Commonwesalth scheme.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
The ropatriation scheme was explained to the
Senate on the 2nd May, 1918. Tho membor for
Northam knows that it was understood that
funds would be provided by the Federal Govern-
ment for such work as roads and railways to open
up our lands, and all the schemes for scttling
soldiers on the land dopended on that, but when
that schome waa altered, the original proposals
had to go by the board,

Hon. P. Collier: Senator Millen’s specch was
delivered in July, 1917.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
That was his first speech, but the schome we are
working under now was unfolded in May, 1918,
When the Federal Government altered their
policy, we had to alter our land policy.

Hon. P. Collier : Thoy did not alter their policy.

Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
That is o matter of opinion.

Hon. P. Coliicr : It is & matter of fact.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
T say they did, and what I say is right. In the
South-West we have & much better chance of
settling & large number of men than in any other
portion of the State. In the Eastern districts a
large aren is required if & man is to be suceeasful,
but in the South-West from 100 to 150 acres of
the best land is sufficicnt.

Mr. Harrison: How many have you placed in
the South-West ?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Very few.

Mr, Harrison: And how many in the Eastern
districts ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Most of the rcturned soldiers have been placed
in the Eastorn districts, beeauso the applications
have been for the BEastern districts in consequence
of the men not knowing the conditions of the South-
West.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
conditions to them.?

Should youw not outline the

LASSEMBLY.)

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
They have been outlined to them, but the men
have an jdea that it is casier to make & suceess
of it in the Eastern districta.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Can you explain how it is that
Quecnsland is pushing land settlement so well ?

Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
From the complaints that I have heard I do not
think they are much more successful than are

we.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Read the reports of some of
the returned soldiers.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
I have read them, T know that in New Zealand,
where they have paid up to £40 per acre for land
for returncd soldiers, they are in a bigger hola
than are we. In the South-West we can put a
man on from 100 to 150 acres, and if it is first-clasa
land he can keep 20 cows and make a good living.
A little while ago the Leader of the Opposition
interjected that we were sending out of the State
£900,000 annually for dairy producta. The South-
Wost is the district in which o grow these produdts.
Unfortunately, if the men do not want to go down
there thoy cannot be compelled to go.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Make it sufficiently attrac-
tive.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
The most attractive offer we can make those men
is to put them on swastgped land, and not on virgin
goil. That is why I am so strong on purchasing
partly improved land alongside the railways. We
have had but one application for virgin Crown
Iands, and T could not fix him up, bocanse he
spplied for & reserve which the local roads board
refused to part with.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I have a letter from the com.
mittee, intimating that they will take up the whole
resarve if you make it available.

Mr. Pickering : What about the application st
Thompson’s Brook ?

Mr. O'Loghlen: The soldiers are prepared to
take the whole of the reserve.

‘Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Somothing has been said in regard to the repur-
chased cstates. At Avondole we have a local
repatriation committee. We are forming these
local committees throughout the State, and they
should he of the greatest assistance,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who is the * we ™ who are
forming them ? - The Federal Government are
forming them.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOQTT (Honorary Minister) :
No, that is entirely difforent. The same committee
have agreed to take on the land settloment in many
cased. In some coses thore is a slight difference
in the personnel. Those local men know the local
conditions, and have been of very considerable
asgistance, not only to the department but to the
soldiers thomselves. At Avondale the local re-
patriation committee will lend valuable aid to
the men. The member for the district (Mr.
Broun) has already been of greak assistance to
us in respect of the Avondale estate. At Yan-
dsnooke we have to find water for the men. For
wooks we have had oengineers there fixing aites
8o that we can let a contract for the lot at the one
time. 1 think that by the end of the summer as
much of that estate ns is going to be thrown open
will be rcady.

Mr, Troy : At what price ? ;

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
At an average of £2 10s. per acre. Of course the
best of the land is nearly double that price. I
konow of no better land in Western Auastralia
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than the pick of Yandanooka. The 70,000 acres
on the west side of the line js pastoral land, I
think it is well to hold that as a commonage for
the assistance of those taking up the better por-
tion of the conditional purchase land on the eastern
gide. With that arca as a commonage those
men should make good. If the feed gots & little
ghort on their holdings they can always fall back
on the 70,000 acrea, which is well watered.

Mr. Pickering: How many do you expect to
settle at Yandanooka ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Over 50 men. Of course in that country it is
not advisable to put them on small areas.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What arca is available 7

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
There are roughly 70,000 acres of freehold and
70,000 ecres of pastoral land, which is rather
poor country. It is not proposed to turn those
men loose up there. We have a very excellent
man there in Mr. White, who will look after the
men and render every possible assistance. The
same will be done at Avendale and on any other
estate of the sort. Up to the present we have
not found any men anxious or even willing to go
on a treining farm. Still I think it i3 very neces-
sary that we should hawe training farms, and
that Brunswick on the one hand and Avondale
on the other, should be used for that purpose.
In England, unfortunately, the training farms
have not been a success, but T hope that out here
we shall have better results. The Premier said,
and T want to stress the point, that the mon coming
back to-day aro not physically fit. In England
they have a land scheme. What do thoy say ?
They say this— .

These colonics are intended for sound men,
and most of the men go far discharged are not
congidered fit enough, so there have boon very
few suitable appiicants.

We ate in exactly the same position here. Even
those who have obtained theic medical certificates
and passed the guatification board and been
placed on the land, after being some months there
have had to come back and say their health will
not allow them to continue. It would be a crime
to forco those men, who are not physically fit,
to go on the land. Those of us who have mads
our living off the land for many years know that
the land will only produce according to the labour
put into it. The Jand will not produce on being
tickled. I know that in Devonshire and in Corn-
wall, where the member for North-East Fro-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin! comes from, the
land is so productive that if you drop a wire nail
over night you will find a crowbar in the morning,
That is not the cage here. If one is going to make
a living off the land, one has to work very hard
indeed, and the moen at present returning to our
shores are not physically fit to take on pioneering
work, although, in some instances, they are fit
to take on partially improved properties. A man
comes along and ways he wants to go on the land.
The doctor says he has a reasonable chance of
pulling through. The qualification board do
not aitogether like the look of him, but are willing
to give him a trial, The department has thus
been run sympathetically all the time. But,
unfortunately, as I have said, many of the men
after being placed on the land have had to give
it up. They are advanced £500 of Commonwealth
money for improvements. Wo are reaponsible
to the Commonwealth to see that the money is
properly sent. Mr. Camm, who was brought up
to take charge of that department, is & very ex-
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cellent and most efficient officor, but it meant
that if Mr. Camm recmained there in charge
another department would have to be created to
handle the cash.

Mr. Pickering: Why could you not use the
Agricultural Bank ?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT {Henorary Minister) :
‘Weo tried it, but we found that with the bank
where it is and with Mr, Camm in the Lands De.
partment therc waa considerable confusion.

Mr. Pickering : So there is now,

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
There is not. In consequence evarybody was
disappointed with the result. Than Mr. McLarty
wo could not have a better man.

Hon, P. Collier : You said the same thing about.
Mr. Camm.

Hon. F. E. §, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Yes, but we could not work in with the Agri-
cultural Bank.

Mr. Pickering : To whom, thon, docs Mr. MeLarty
belong 7

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Mr. McTLarty in still an officer of the Agricultural
Bank, but his office is_ in the Lands Department,
where ho is surrounded by Lands Department
officers with all the information available for him,
and where he is directly undor the control of the
Premier, tho Minister in charge of repatristion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What is the reason why the
Premier took charge of repatriantion ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Ministcr) :
Becanse the matter is so important that it should
be under a portfolioed Minister. It has beon said
in this House and in another place that Honorary
Ministors should be merely advisers.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Have you adopted that policy ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Pergonally I am working as an off-sider to the
Premier. Everyonoe knows that an off-sider gets
plenty of work and generzally all the dust.

Hon. P. Collier: Who is the offsider in the
Agriculburai Department ?

Hon. F. E. B, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
The Promier.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tell us the cost at Harvey,
and the number of men who will bs put there.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
It depends a great deal on the cficiency of the
draing now in hand. If they are efficient we can
put several more men on. .

Mr. O'Loghlen : Have you any idea as to how
many, all told ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : No, because I differ with some of
the departmental officers, There is a portion
of the Harvey estate which is a very poor pro-
position. The idea of certain officers is that these
men should be given so much cleared land and so
much of the rough land. 1 do not think that is
advisable. Moreover, these men do not want it,
and are not fitted to go on some of the rough land
wo have there, -

Hon. P. Collier: The Harvey is as much im.
proved as & good deal of the land in the State.

Hen. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
A portion of it is improved, but a large quantity
of 1t is abill in the virgin state, There is a lot of
it which is not ringbarked, and it is proposed to
give a proportion of that to these men. We
stopped receiving applications for the No. 2
scheme until the drainage was fixed up. Ap-
proval haa been given for a further expenditure
there in order to hurry matters on.

Mr. O’Loghlen: About £7,000 is authorised.
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Hon. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
More than that,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is that all.it is proposed to
spend in this direction ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
No. Having watched this land settlement busi-
ness from the beginning of the War Counecil of
Western Australin, I may say that I am proud
of the work which has been done. Inm apite of
the eriticism of people who, as a rule, know nothing
about the matter, I say that very fair progress
has been made, and that we have handled the
land settlement pertion of our repatriation oper-
ations as well as they have been handled in any
other State in the Commonwealth. We wiil
continne to bandle them in that way if we aro
here. When the reports come in from the
surveyors who are at present on the Eastern and
South-Western lines we shall know exactly how
much land we have at our disposal. We shall
bave all the knowledge required to purchase, if
necessery, those lands adjacent to the railways.

Hon. P, Collier : We will make things move then,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Yes, and in such a way that it will he a long time
before any other member in this Chamber hag
the temerity to move what is practically a motion
of want of confidence in the Government, who
have done so much and are propared to go on
doing as much as they have done in the past.
Very excellent work has been done under trying
circumstances. If hon. members knew as mue
a3 I know about the work they would he the firat
to agree with me, and applaud the Government
for what they have donme. In my opinion the
member for Northam (Hon. J, Mitchell) has made
out no case at all. 1 have not the slightest doubt
of the result of the debate.

Hon, W. C. Angwin : The whip has heen cracked.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
It has not been eracked. The hon. member must
not think that all parties ere run as his is run,

Hon, W. C. Angwin : I know that.

Mr. Munsie : Why was a mecting beld this after-
noon ?

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
This soldier settlement scheme is being adminis-
terod in the most sympathetic manner by Mr,
McLarty, who has a very large knowledge of tho
work, and posscsses a wide knowledge of our
iends. He is assisted by a capable staff. The
services of Mr. Camm are still being utilised.
Ho is an officer for whom I have the greatest re-
gord, and I respect his opinion. There is no
friction between those officers, as has been stated.
They are working together amicably, to the one
end, namely, the settlemont of the soldiers on
our land in a sympoathetic manner, and with a
thorough knowledge of their requiremocnts.

. 'The Minister for Mines: And with profit to the
men themselves,

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
Not only that, but with profit to the State. It
is far better to settle 100 men on theyland properly
than to put 300 men on the land to turn out fail-
ures, as some hon. members would have us do.

On motion by Hon. T. Walker, debate ad-
fourned.

House adjourned at 10-3L p.m.,

[COUNCIL.]

Negislative Council,

Wednesday, 4th September, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers.

OBITUARY—LORD FORREST.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ilon. H.
P. Colebateh—Bast) [4.31]: It is my sad
duty to inform the House that the Govern-
ment this morning reccived from the Acting
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth an
intimation of the death of TLord Forrest,
which ocenrred yesterday., During the course
of TLord Forrest’s painful illness the heart-
felt sympathies of the people of Western
Australia have gomo out to him, te Lady
Forrest, and to his relatives; and the news
of his death will be received in theusands of
homes throughout this State with a feeling
of personal loss. As an cxplorer, as an ad-
ministrator under the Imperinl Government,
a8 Premier of this State, and a3 our fore-
most representative in the Commonwealth

‘Parliament, Lord TForrest for over half a

century played the leading part in the build-
ing up of Western Australia. The high hon-
our recently -bestowed upon him by His
Majesty the King, an honour unique in the
records of Australian statesmen, wag ac-
cepted thrvoughout the Commonwealth as a
fitting tribute to his great services to the
Empire. There is no way in which we ean
adequately recognise his services to the
country which he so dearly loved, and for
which his bread vision, his wise and far-
sighted statesmanship, have done so much,
But from one end to the other of this State
we find enduring reeords of his high aims
and great achievements, and years will not
efface his memory from the hearts of a grate-
ful people. There is an element of peculiar
sadness about his death—so far away from his
home and his friends, though he was attended to
the last by the lifelong partner of his joys
and sorrows. Yef we cannot but believe
that hia closing hours were brightencd hy the
kuowledge of a long life well spent in the
service of his country, He was n fearless
pioneer, a single-minded administrator, a
statesman with few rivals in the whole wicle
realm of Britain’s colonising enterprises; and,
above all, he was a great, good, kind-hearted,
high-souled. and honourable gentleman,
Men like Lord Forrest are not produced fre-
quently in a country, or in a eentury; and
there are few of us who will live to look
upon his like again.
Foremust captain of his time,
Rich in saving common sense;

And as the grestest only are,
In his simplicity sublime.

Q voice from which their omens all men Arew,

O iron nerve to true occasion true,

O fall'n at length that tower of strength

Which stood four-square to nll the winds that blew.



