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with a population of eight million people there
are four million people on the land in Canada,
whereas in Australia with a population of five
million, there are only 800,000 people on the
land. It is the duty of the Government to
(to everything possible to assist our primary
industries and to get people into the back
country, and make the conditions there as
good as possill for them. We cannot go on
living in a fool's paradise, and we shall have
to live on our primary products sooner or
later. po far as our essential secondary in-
dustries are concerned, these should be run in
conjtlnction with the primary industries, but
in my opinion the secondary industries should
be left to private enterprise and should not
be tinkered witlh as has been the case in the
past. At the opportune time private enter-
prim will come along and establish the
necessary secondary industries, wvithtout the
*State squandering any milore money in assist-
ing them. If this sort of thing goes on, sooner
or later every man will be leaning uip against
the Government for some form of assistance. 1
hope the Government will desist from assisting
secundary industries, as has been foreshadowed
by some of the statements which have ap-
peared in the Press from the Minister for
Industries dluring the last few months. Mr.
Allen referred to the shipbuilding at Fro-
mantle. While it is necessary to build ships
in the State, T think that private enterprise
could well dto the work. J. am p)leased to see
that a company has 'been formed. I ant not
complaining that, so long as they put up their
cash, the Government should assist them in
some measure. T'he statement which has been
made in revard to 13 acres at Preston Point
was contradicted in this morning's paper, and
it LIow appears that the Government are going
to lease instead of sell that land. if the
Mlinister had given that company a seven
years lease of that land with the option of
purchase' at £2,50 an acre .1 do not think hie
wvoulId have had the interests of the country
at heart. This apparently has been altered
now at the request of the Engineer-in-Chief,
who says that it will be required later on, bit
the fact remains that Cabinet passed that
lease. It is time that that sort of thing came
to an end. I understanid that the lease could
have been, ratified without eominir, before Par-
limuient to be iserssed. If it hadl not been
brought uip in another p~lace in all probability
the situation would not have been altered now.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Apparently the En-
gineer-in-Chief dlid not spot it.

Hon. 0. J. G. W. MILES: f do not know
about that, but a few others did spot it. I do
not want to weary the House with liy views
On repatriation. This question is now being dim'
cussed in another place. .[ say, as I said be-
fore, that we cannot do too much for our
soldiers to assist them in every way. It has
just come under uiy notice the treatment ac-
corded to certain returned soldiers in this
State. Some returned soldiers landed in Sydney
and -. ere brought by rail to Perth. In Sydney,
Melbourne, and Adelaide they were given first
class carriages, but when they reached Kal-
goorlie they were put into second class car-
riages.' These were wounded men. 1 do not
know whether the military authtorities or the

State government were to blame, but this
is something which should not have been
allowed, and which should not be allowed to
occur again. What I have said in criticism of
the Government I have not said in any
unfriendly spirit, but do want to see
then, do something to straighten out the
finances of the country. In my opinion the
Wyndham free7.ing works should be either
leased or sold. If we are going to run them,
I for one congratulate the Honorary Minister
upon appointing the man he has appointed to
mnage them. I understand that hie is one of
the best mn in his line in Australia, and it
is at good thing to give him, something like a
decent salary instead of the miserable pit-
tances wvhich are usually given to public ser-
vants. By giving this man £1,500 a year we
are not paying him a penny loss titan he is
entitled to have, if he is the right man. I
w ould even give a higher salary if necessary
In order to get the best brains and ability to
rmn any wrks. With regard to the question
of the appointment of three commissioners to

nage the railways, I think if one cominis-
sioltet was appointed, a stronig nian and an
able tait, and if lie 'vau given a decent salary
.and not interfered with in any political man-
it, that lie should be able to run the railways
better thoit they have been runa in the past.
Wve are going through abnormual times, and we
have itot the freights that "e could depend
upon in pro-war tim in the matter of timber,
wheat and other Commodities. I hope that
some of the suggestions I have made will
appeal to the Government, and will he adopted.

Sitting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.30 p-~m.

Onl motion hy Hon. J1. Cunningham
Idjourned.

debate

House adjourned at 7.31 p.

legislative Besembir,
Tuesday, 3rd September. 1,918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read players.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proeedings. ')

QUESTION-FREMANTLE PUB1LI C
HOSPITAL.

Mr. R.OCKE (without notice) asked the
1'remier: ia the report ready whicht on the
17th April last hie promised should be laid on
the Table? T tre to time report in connection
with the treatment at thte Fremnantle Pub-
lie Hlospital of Jlames McGowan, since de-
cased.
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Thte PREMIER replied: I have not Yet got
the report. .[ will have inuqui ries madle, andt
will let the hon. member know.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.
Amendmtent-No-conidence.

Debate resumed from the 29th August.
H~on. J. MITCHELL (Northamn) [4.48]: 1.

understand that I cannot speak again on
the Address-in-reply, and that anything I de-
sire to say on subjects apart from the work
of repatriation must be said to-4ay.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It may not be necessary
for you to speak again,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the
Chair is the Adldress-in-reply, and the hon.
member call address himself to that sub 'ject.

Hon. J. MaTCHELL: I should have pre-
ferred to deal with the one question only.
However, I do wish to say to thle Minister for
Industries certain thlings on the subject of
freezing works. For some time we have
thought that we ought to have freezing works
at Fremnantle. Thle Treasurer is hard up for
money; hie has told us that it will not be pos-
sible to borrow for, at any rate, some time to
conme. That being so, we must do something
to get cash into this State if we are to find
employment for the people. The producners
haive been urgiveg the Government for a long
time past to erect freezing works at Fre-
mantle. The Governor's Speech says that
freezing works are to be ejected there; the
Premuier says so; atid] Mr. Colebatch says so.
As we Understand, they arc to be erected by
the Government. The Minister for Indus-
tries, however, in his speech said that the
Government were willing to allow these
works to he erected by some private persons.
If the Governnment have for some tine been
willing to allow the works to be so erected,
why have they not made the matter public
in order that delay might be avoided? I
have no objection, so long as the private
owners of the works will agree to conditions
which will be fair to everybody, providing
opportunity to all producers; but I should
object most strongly to the crecton of private
works on any Government land except Under
those conditions. To niy mind, these works
afford facilities which shouild be owned by
the State for the Use of all who care to in-
dulge in the export of meat, whether as pro-
ducers of of' as dealers in meat. I have no
desire to deal at any length with the subject.
hut T c~onfess that I am profoundly disap-
pointed at the contradictory nature of the
statements made on this matter by Ministers.
Tt would be well if the Government said all
the tnme the same thing, whether it was the
right thing or even the wrong thing, Tt
would be well, because then we should know
exactly where we stand. Tn point of fact, on
almost every subject, even on subjects of
minor importancee, we find that diversityv of
opinion in the Government-Ministers some-
times voting on either side of tile House.
Such a nnq't~on is at any rate very confuis-
ing- It is very wrong that there should be
this conflict of opinion between Ministers.

Holl. P. Collier: But that is what is laid
down in their platformi-independence and
freedom of action.

Hon. J. MITCH-ELL: I think Ministers are
the only members of the National party who
exercise that independence and that freedom
of action.

lion. P. Collier: The God-help-us Party.
Hon. J. MI1TCHELL: I hope, too, that in

connection with the wheat scheme the Govern-
mnent will see that the Advisory Board are com-
posed of men outside the service. I mentioned
this matter some time ago, when the Minister
for Works was acting leader of the House; and
I believe lie made a note of it at the time. It
is not fair to the ptodueers that the Govern-
locat should have officials on the board, be-
cause with two officials en the board, one being
in the chair, .and only two laymen, it becomes
merely a Minister's board.

Mir. Smith: Did not YOU yourself appoint
officials?

Hon. .. MITCHELL: To the board?
Mr. Smith: Yes.
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: 'No.

Member: Mr. Sibbold.
Hon. J. MWITCHELL: I did not appoint

Mr. Sibbald to the Board. He was not a menm-
bet- of the Board. I got i-id of the officials
who were onl the board. I dlid what I am now
asking the Government to do, not because the
officials are not good men-probably they are
good men-but because I think the board
should be a board standing between the far-
moe and the Government. In connection with
the receiving of wheat this year. I think that
if it is possible to build sheds at the larger
receiving stations, the shedls should be built
there. We have seen this year the result of the
Government's endeavour to take the Wheat
to Spencer's Brook. I confess that was my
scheme, anti I believe it would have been
satisfactorily managed this year if the wheat
had been, received at the proper time: that is,
when first stripped. But the Government de-
terinied that the wheat should not be re-
ceived until some time in .January, and the re-
sult was that a good deal of wheat remained
for five or six months at country stations ab-
solutely Unprotected from the weather, and,
as the Rouse knows, we have had a very wet
season. I hope thtat next y'ear 's arrange-
nents for receiving the wheat will include
proper care to house the wheat before the
winter rains set inl. It must be remembered
that the people are responsible to the extent
of the guarantee of the price of wheat, and it
is not altogether the farmers' loss if the wheat
is destroyed. If we are to have free~ing
works, we shiall want more stock; and it has
been suggested that our farmers should grow
more stock and less wheat. I think they had
better produce more wheat, and more stock
too. I. believe that if the Government cared
to (lo so, they could finance the purchase of a
goodl mny sheep for farmers who have been
assisted. I believe that without putting up
,any mnoney whatever it would be possible to
hoy 250,000 sheep for farmers Under the in-
fiustipc Assistance Board or en the Agricul-
tural Baok. T believe the sheep owners would
rlndlv urovide ewes for the Oovernnmfent to
distribute amtongst the farmers, and that the
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sheep owners would be. perfectly wiling to
accept payment spread over two or three years.
They could sell at ft very low price, and still
,lo better in this way than if they piacedi the
sheep on the market. This is the first time since
Ihe Agricullural Bank has been in operation
that the Government have been in a position
to acquire sheep cheaply, and the opportunity
ought not to he lost. Having said so muech,
2nay I add that I did propose to-day to touch
upon. the financial position of the country;
liut I do not know that that is so very neces-
tary. I know that the deficit has got uip to
three millions now, and that this year we are
bound to have an additional deficit of nearly
three quarters of a million. The one thing
that troubles mue is that there is nothing be-
ing dlone, even in view of the daily increase
of the deficit, to provide increased revenue,' in
the years that are to come, We talk produe-
lion, hut we do not Attend to it. Nothing is
being dlone by the Governient to develop the
country. In fact, I believe that representa-
tives of the farming districts could tell us
that men are being driven off the land to-day
by the treatment they are receiving.

Mr. Maley: Some of them should never have
been put there.

Hoji. J1. MITCHELL: There are some men
in Parliament who should never have been put
there. One does not get suitable men every-
where, bnt every mn who went on the land
had a perfect right to go. It was for hint to
judge whether hie shouldl go on the land, It
was not his business to come to members of
Parliament to tell himt whether lie wes suitable
for the land. Such a man says to himself,
"1I want to be a farmer,'' and hie goes on the
land. As a mnatter of fact, there 'are in this
State remaining on the land a. greater per-
centage of the people placed there than in any
other State. Again, we in this State are al-
ways imagining that we do for the farmer far
more than is being dlone anywhere else. 'But
that is not so. We fall short of our duty very
often indeed. The farmer is developing the
national estate; he is the public. hack that car-
ries: a good deal of the rest of the community
in this State. If one turns to the work of Ven-
izelos, one finds that not oily has he been. a
highly successful administrator otherwise,
but that he is a most enthusiastic agrricuil-
turist, and) that his great work in
Grecee w;as the settlement of the people on
the land, getting the people bac~k on the land,
and encouraging production. We know what
has bonn possible in England in the course of
a few years by Government aid and proper
assistance. Let us observe what has been
dlone in Ireland, and at the other end of the
world], in New Zealand, and, indeed, the
world over. lIt one considers other coun-
tries one must acknowledge that Western
Australia has not much to beast over. There-
fore, it would be well for certain hion, mem-
bers to look into the question before they
speak of the assistance given to our farm-
ers in the way they do. At Any rate, this
is pertinent. Whether it was right or whether
it was wrong to put the men on the land], we
hare put them there, and so we have a res-
ponsibility to them. I believe someone has
Raid that my land settlement scheme should

be crit;ised. I shall be pqnrfeetlY Pleased to
have it dealt with in any way mnembers like.
lIon, miembers9 have a perfect right to eriti-
oise all that I have dlone.

lion. H. H. 'Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I did not know you had a land set-
tlement scheme.

H-on, W, C, Aagwin: The member for
Northam did something. That is one thing.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: Had I. not put the
ina on the land, there would have been very
little work in the State to-iday.

Mr. Maley: And very little misery.
lion. J, MITCHELL: There is misery in

every walk of life. I shall nut be deterred
from doing my duty in this Rouse by any
threat, no matter who suggests it. I have
obs;erved in the Press sonme suggestions that
Parliament ought to he a place of work and
not of words. I shall be happly to know how
a newspaper would get on without wards- it
would not, without words, be the interesting
thing it is to us just now. Now I aau going
to deal with the question of land settlement
for soldiers. Hon. members know full well
that the Commonwealth Government have re-
served to themselves the whole of thea ativi-
ties in this respect outside land settlement.
Rut it has to be remnembered that when we
made a solemn promise to the Federal autho-
rities that we would do our pait-and they
made our part the land settlement, relieving
uS Of nll Other work-we made a solemn con-
tract that we would keep faith with them and
with the soldiers. I am going to show to-
dlay by quotations from statements mad(c
from intme to time, what we promised to do
f mope the Hlouse will agree, when I shovv
what we have Agreed to do and the little w(
have done, that we are not keeping faith, nol
keeping our word. T think the Premier ham
brokeni nearly every promise that Westerr
Australia made to the Commonwealth, and
hy the way' , I shall show that the Premiei
sent ov-er the material on which our promiset
were founded. I shiall have to deal with twc
Ministers principally, the Premier and th(
Minister for Industries, I do hope that thf
Premier will not regard this as a persona
matter, I have no feeling whatever against
the lion, gentleman personally. If there iE
anything to forgive for the attitude which
the present Premier adopted when Mir. Wil.
son left office. I ant sure Mr. Wilson has for-
given him, I merely desire to do may duty
T wish to convince this House, and in ordei
that I may' do so thoroughly I will endeavowi
to prove my ease out of the mouth of th(
Premier. Only the other day he said that
nearly the whole of the laind in the South.
West was surveyed. I do nut know why hc
said that, Of course, there is a considerablE
area of land surveyed, but it was surveyed
long before hie became Minister for Lands
It is said that it is unwise for the Govern
inent to go in for clearing land and ereetinf,
houses until we are certain that men want
the farms, that it is unwise to do this want
which we solemnly agreed to do. According
to a statement which has been made 3,2N~
men returned cards notifying that it waE
their intention to take up land. That waE
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berore I took control of the Industries Do-
partnient. I ain speaking now of the time
when Mr.fy Johnson was Minister for Lands.
These cards were sent out by mcmi who were
in the trenc-hes. The cards had been sent by
us to those men to fill in so that we might
know what their wishes were ia regard to
their future occupations in this country. I
believe that there are hundreds of men want-
ing land and at the same time there are a
great many men who are idle. We should
make our schemne attractive; we should make
it popular. It is not fair to offer to one mnan
something which we are going to deny to an-
other because of the want of publicity. All
should have an equal opportunity. If there
is any advantage, that advantage should be
for everyone so long as the people who want
to go onl the land are physically fit. There
is great dissatisfaction to-finy. Men are
being buffeted from pillar to post, and are
being rushed here anwd there. There seemis
to be no system anti there is no land avail-
able which can be guaranteed. I bald 12
months of this work and I know what the
Lands5 Department are doing. sWe should
endeavour to make it easy for every mian to
get land. Our organisation should be as per-
fect as possible, and when, a luan expresses
a wish to have land, every facility should
be given himi to avail himself of thme libernl
conditions which we offer. His requests
should be attended to and granted if it is
at all possible to grant them. There is no
use of humibugging soldiers. The House
should renmeinber also that if tile returnedI
soldiers cannot get work they must he paid.
That is an arrangement which has been miade
by the Commonwealth Government. and it is
a perfectly fair one, too, hut we sh~ould be in
the position to offer work to these macii as
soon as possible. Returned soldiers do not
want to draw money unless th'ey earn it. I't
must be remembered, too, that to-day vrhen
mnen return front thle Front they are given pre-
ference of employnient. That is quite right,
and often a man who has not been to the war
is displaced so that mooim might be made for
a returned soldier. That is right, too, but it
is unfortunate, anid the man who is displaced
should be found snnme other employment.
When soldiers return. in numbers from thme
Front, they will refuse to take the Jobs of
men who could not go to thea war, Thour
what will the Goverment do? I ant moving
my amendment to-day because commnon sense
says that we mucst prepare fur thme home-
coining of our soldiers. Two years ago the
State agreed to do it and again 1S mnontis
ago and 12 months ago similar promises were
made.

Hon. P. Collier: It has been the theme of
much frothy oratory.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: I dare say it has. We
know that repatriation in times of prosperity
would be an easy matter. Ia America mil-
lions of men were re-established in their oc-
cupations at the termination of the civil war,
but here these menl have to face thle returni
to civil life in times of adversity. But wenmust
overcome all difficulties, because we have to
remember that repatriation means production,

anid if we tanu get settlement wve shall have
prod uction. The soldier must be given the
opportunity to work. I have no desire to
mnake this a party question; I wish it could
be decided onl its merits.

Hon. WV. C, Angwin: Which party question
110 you want to make it?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier has had
his party meeting and he has cracked his
whip. If this question had to be decided on
its merits, there would be no doubt whatever
about the issue. I will show from state-
ments made by the Premier and thle Minister
for Industries that they are net doing what
they promised to do. How different it was
when Mr. Wilson was Premier. Mr. Wilson
thought that repatriation was the State's Op-
portunity. There was no humbugging about
him. le said what hie meant, hie meant what
be said and did what hie said. Mr. Wilson
recognised what was his duty and set out to
do it. Hoe agreed to settle Australian and
British soldiers on the land. We know, of
course, that a soldier cannot be forced to go
on the land. 'Mr. Wilson's policy was to
mrake Crown lands available in every centre.

adiwas also intended that soldiers should
go back to the districts whence they camne.
Then, again, a man was to be a free agent;
the land wns not to be selected for hin,. We
thought that in the South-West partly im-
proved lands might be purchased cheaply.
M1r. Wilson thought that at last the South-
West was to have its chance. He gloried in
the fact that we had( thre opportunity to
develop in a big way that great stretchi of
country starting in the electorate of Nelson
and finishing at Albany. The question was
not too big for Air. Wilson. HEe welcomed
big things, knowing that we could not have
too many p~eople established en thre land
under satisfactory conditions. Mr. Wilson
anti his Cabinet decided that surveys should
be made in the South-West, anid the Minister
for Works prepared to start with prompti-
tudle, but T believe the surveys were soon
afterwards stopped. Mr. Wilson decided
that laud must be improved before returned
seen were asked to occupy it. It was in.
tendled that a small area should be cleared,
that a smiall house should be erected, that the
land] should be fenced and the place mnade as
comifortable as possible by thre time the occu-
pant Was prepared to go onl it. It was not
the desire to send men into the wilds. Two
years ago we started to prepare tar the
hnmc-rouiing of the soldiers. Mr. Wilson de-
cided, too, dhat the assistance given must be
adequate, that a manl must be allowed to
draw, each (layv a fair amnount upon which to
live, and that pa-vients would continue so
long as the manl did his work honestly and
fairly. The scemre propounded then was a
sufficient and a perfectly correct one, but it
has never been given effect to. Mr. Wilson
would have kept faith with the promises he
E-ave had he remained in power. After M%1r.
Wilson's retirement the opportunity fellI
upon 0l1- -hnlders of the present Premier.
anid it is because lie is not doing the -work
tOat I. ant moving the amendment to the
Addi-ess-in-reply to-day. When Mr. Wilson
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dc;ded 01: t- his work was to be done, hie
diji not expect that hie would have any op-
position within the Cabinet. As a matter of
fart, the then Minister for Lands, now the
present Premier, never during my year of
office surveyed a block of land. At any rate,
if he did, I was not aware of it. The Attor.
nev Gienera], who is also Minister for Indus-
tries and Woods and Forests, has shown his
hand in this matter. He managed to drag
the Premier away from the South-West, away
from anywhere in the vicinity of the timber
lie is so proud of. T will read the Minister's
statement directly and show that records are
sometimes troublesome things. The Minister
for Industries seems to have influenced the
present Premier and the result is that we are
debating the matter to day. I will show that
sonic blame is attachable to the Minister for
Industries, because lie w ould not allow the
.Premier to touch the timber areas of the
South-West, thoiligh ho allowed him to take
2,600 acres near the Warren. So far as I
know that is all the Minister for Indlustries
would agree to release. I d~o not mind the
opposition of the present Premier, but he
sl'nuld have been open about it when ho was
Mfinister f or Lands so that Mr. Wilson might
hajve known.

The Attorney General: All I. hove said ha!
aoclared in the Press.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: And it is rather an-
fortunate, too

The Attorney General:. Youl wanted to Fet-
tle them at Nornalup without railways and
without any kind of communication.

H-on. T1. MITCHTELL,: I just expected that
interlection. I had not the right to survey
a foot Of land inl this State.

Hfor. T?. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I t was your sehemne.

Ren. J. MITELL: The Honorary Min-
ister who sat iii opposition then and whso was
not so tired As he is inow, tells the Ho-se that
it was my schemie- It was not my scheme at
All. The Minister for Induistries would net
allow any portion of that country go except
2,000 acres near the Warren.

The Attorney Gecneral: 'Nonsense.
Ron. J1. MITCHELL: lIt is not nonsense.
The Attorney General: M-y objection was

that yen desired to pull up every karri tree in
the country and settle own down there.

Wron. J. MITCHfELL: I am inclined to agree
with the statement of the Premier when he
was Minister for Lands. I will read it to the
House in a few minutes.

Member: There must have been sonmc lively
Cabinet meetings.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If there had been
there would have been no need for this dis-
enssion to-day. In my opinion Nornalup is
the best Rite in the South-West for returned
soldiers.

Hon. F. H. S. Willmott (Honorary MN'inis-
ter) . You would not put returned soldiers
there to-dart

Hen. J. MITCH'ELL: Not under this Gov-
ernment.

Hen. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Or under any Goverament, I hope.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course I would.

Hon. F. E. S. WillhnOtt (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Thea God hell) them.

lion. .1. MI1TCEr-ELL: I would build a line
froni Manjimup to Nernalup,

Hion. F. ET S. Wilhnott (Honorary Min-
ister) . I suippose yoii would build that fIrst?

Ron. J. MITCHELL: r( do not knew that
that w1OUld lie necessary, but of course there
miust he a railway line built there. I
do not think that we should be able to under-
take a big railway policy in the near future,
but we should certainly be able to face .50
miles of railway a year when the war is over. If
the Forestry Department were reasonable we
could start our settemient At Manjimnup and
work outwards. If there is a Minister on
the Treasury benches who will say the country
is too big for himi, and especially the South-
WVest portion of the country, he is not capable
of niaking use of his opportunities anid settling
people on that area between Denmuark and
MIanjimup, which, after all, is not a twentieth
part of that uarea which has been settled in
other (ountries in a short time. If 100 miles of
railway are to stagger members of the Cov-
erment, then they had better threw op the
sponge altogether.

Hon. F. E. S. Willivnott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is not the point.

lion. J. MITCHELL: That -is the point.
The Government are not doing anything any-
where, and the Premier says hie will not do
anything anywhere.

The Premier: Oh, no.-
Hon. J,. MITCHELL: The Premier said

that in his speech.
The Premier: ]No.
Rion. TI. MITCH-TELL: Here it is. The

Premier says now lie did not mean it, but it
is here all the samne. The ihonorary Minister
(Hon. r. E. S. Willimott), who represents
an electorate in the South-West, shakes his
headl at the task of opening up 100 miles of
country, a great deal of which, of course,
carries timber. There are to be no railway
surveys, and no land is to be improved. There
is to he no policy, and the soldiers are to go
as they please. I now come to the question
which was dealt 'with at the Premiers' Con-
ference in Mfelbourne. I have pointed out
b~efore that Mr. Johinson, the late Minister for
Lands, altended the conference in Melbourne
early in 191Q, and stated that Western Aus-
tralia would take 14,000 men. The South-
West, apparently, was not too big for hint
and h e was per teetly righ t. The Hfoe. Frank Wil-
son also attendled the con ferenee, and said at
the end of December, 1916. and again early
in January, 1.917, that we could provide for
4,000 men -and 10,000 mere later on if they
were available for settlement.

The Premier: Four thgousand at onceI
lion. T. MITCHELL: No, but certainly

4,000 within a reasonable time and as quickly
as the land could be surveyed. There was at
icdl to settle themi all at once, because the
war was net over.

The Premier: We couldi take inany more
than that, I hope, in Western Australia if the
couuitry Was ready for them.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: They never will b(
takeni at the present rate of progress. Tte
Premier knows that we promised the Britisi
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Government that we would take their people.
The Premier proposed to chastise the Agent
General, Mr. Connolly, for mentioning in Lou-
don that .wc would take 25,000 of the British
peop~le in the first year.

The Preumier: Not inow?
H~on. J. MITCHELL: Yes, now. The Pre-

mier will find a signed statement in the office.
The British Government cannot send them
now, but they wish us to be ready for the
timei When they can -tend them out, and we
agreed to this.

I-on, W C. Angwin: And a larger number
afterwards.

Hon. J. MITCHEtLL: Yes. The Premier
was a member of the conference which I at-
tended, which the Colonial Secretary attended,
and Mr. Conmnolly attendedl, aind which;
agreed to the reply sent to the British people.
I think the British people should be told that
nothing has been done, because it was part of
the arrangement that we should prepare for
them. Mr. Johnson mnade this pkomise on the
24th August, 1916.

Hon. P. Collier: Did you say Mr. John-
sonl made a promise?

Hon. S. MITCHELL: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: He surely never did so?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: A month after I wrote

to the Minister for Lands, and said I thought
we ought to get to work. Cabinmet also thought
so. Mir. Wilson asked that the work of pro-
viding land should be attended to, and that
preparation for the 'home coming soldiers
should he made. Mr. Wilson went over to
the conference. We met the Ministers there
and the Prime AMinister said, "'Will you put
up your scheme, each one of you, in order
thnt conference may considler the matter
fully?'' I-r. Wilson wired to the Premier,
the then Minister for Lands, to prepare a
schemec, which he did. That scheme was to be
submitted to nre. Onl my retain I found the
schemue, and subsequently the scheme I now
have in my hand was sent. The details are
very full. We told the Federal Government
what the improvements would be and how they
would he made, how the money would he re-
paid, what the Agricultural Bank would do,
that we would have inspiectors to watch these
farmsers, and we said they were experienced]
mnen and that they could be safely trusted to
do justice to the settlers and see that they
got value for their money. We told time
Federal Government what the ]lnd was capable
of producing, and we also said what ire were
prepared to advance and what the area of the
farmis Would be. We also said we wanted to
settle some virgin. land under certain con-
ditions. This is what the Premier sent to Mr.
Wilson to submit as the Western Australian
scheme at the conference. Tile Premier did
not prepare it, but he approved of it and scat
it over, and allowed Mr. Wilson to pledge the
State to the Federal Government to tine extent
of this scheme.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Are you% going to
tell us what the scheme is?

The Premier: What is the scheme?
Hoa. J. MITCHELL: I am going to tell

the House. Has not the Premier heard of
it?

The Premier: You have not told us what the
scheme is.

Hon.-S. ITCHELL: I have told the House
how we propose to work it. The money re-
quirefl during 1917, the Premier then thought,
wvould be £460,000.

The Premier: Ohl, no!I
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: The Premier sent it

over under cover in his own ]etter. This is
what the Premier did himself, when acting
Premier in Mr. Wilson's absence. We asked
for £250,000 for improvements, and £36,000 for
survey fees, which 1 suppose the Minister for
Lands would fix, for no one else would do so.
We asked for £25,000 for drainage and irri-
gation, £50,000 for roads, and £100,000 for
railways, or- £460,000 in all during that year.
l assumle that we were dlealing with 4,000
blocks.

Thle Premier: Alid] assunme that you had
time men. You could not put ina onl the land
if you had not got them.

14on. J. MITCHELL: Certainly not, if the
Premiei did not desire to put them there.

Thle Premier: You could not do so if yoa
had net got the in.

l. J1. MIKTCHELL: We have the men.
There are hundreds of men who want to go on
thme landl, but cannot get any.

The Premier: Where are they?
H-on. J. MITCHELL: The Preamier knows

very well where they are. Let me show wvhat
we asked for, and what we prolposed to do
for 1913. We proposed to spend £E1,500,000
altogether including railways, irrigation,
roads, etc., and inl 1919 we proposed to spend
£E950,000.

Thme Premier: That is not my statement.
HRou. .. MXITCHELL: Yes, the Premier

sent it over.
The Premier: lNo, not to spend all tliat

mni iey.
Ron. J, MITCHELL: Irrigation Was to

cost £25,000, roads £50,000, and railways
£20,000. ft was explained that this amount
would be spent if labour was available. A
good deal of labour, of course, has not been
available. In 1920 the amount dropped to
£275,000. The total for settling 4,00 men,
including railways, drainage, roads, oe., canie
to £83,947,000. The Minister for Lands, who
is tire present Premier, thought we could spend
some of this nuney. Surely it Was his in-
tention to go onl with the work of preparing
the land?1 Tfis money was available from the
Federal Government. It ought to have been
sc~ent. I suipposed that we were putting our
schenre in in competition wits the other five
sc~hemies submitted from the rest of the Coin-
muunwealIth.

The Minister for Works: Was there any
provision for these millions?

R~on. J1. MITCHELL: This was the pro-
posal submittedl to time Federal people.

The Minister for Works: We could do with
sonic of that mloney now.

TIes'. T1. MITCHELL: Does not the Minister
understand that we were asked to submit our
requirements -for the settlement of so many
poprle, and this is the amount we considered
wor~ldl 1) necessary to spend on the scheme.
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Mr. 0 'Loghlen. If the people were there
wre would want the money. The Premnier
agreed to that scheme being sent?

Hon. J. MITOHELL: J suppose so. This
scheme went to the Commonwealth Government,
and of the money they had available we were
to get our share.

Hon. F. E. S. Willrnott (Honorary Minis-
ter): How much?

H~on. J. MITCHELL: We were to get our
share.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We did not get arty; that was our
share.

Hon J. MITCHELL. That is no excuse
at all.

Hen. P. Collier: It is no defence.
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): It is not meant for a defence; it is
only a statement of fact.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Commonwealth
Government said that we might spend
£250,000 in the first six months on clearing
land and erecting houses, and so on. If we had
dlone the work we would have got the money,
but we have not (lone the work. We have some
resi-onsibility towards the soldiers. When it
is. said that the Commonwealth must do all the
work outside land settlement, that is not true.
It is the duty of this Parliamnent to do all it
canl to assist in the repatriation of our re-
turned soldiers, and if the money had been
spent it goes without saying that we would
have had it returned to us. How can Queens-
land spend money as she is spending it, and
]how can Victoria spend hundreds of thousands
of pounds; how can New South Wales and
South Australia spend so imch money as they
are spending? Why should all the other States
except Western Australia be able to spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds!

Mr. .Munsie: Because they are prepared
to do something.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, that is the
case. The leader of the Opposition said the
other night that our mnent were going to Queens-
land rather than be messed about here.

Mr. Green: So they are.
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: This money is money

found by the Commonwealth to be expended
for the development uf this, and the other
States. Every sanke manl at that conference
thought there would] be competition over the
matter.

H-on. P. Collier: Have not the Common-
wealth Government agreed to grant £E500 to
eah man to settle on the land?

lHon. J1. MITCHELL: Yes. Every man at
that conference thought there would be com-
petition for this mnoney. Time statement made
at the conference was this: "You people in
Western Australia and Queensland can settle
far mare men than we can because you have the
landl." We have not puit tip any competition
at all. Western Australia would have benefited
by that expenditure. Our policy, we are told,
is one of production, and production means ex-
penditure. Is it not better to spend money
supplied by the Commonwealth at a cheap rate
than to mess along in time way we are going at
the present time? Did the State Government
enter into competition for this money? This

money is available to-day, I suppose, if the
Government like to become active and endea-
vour to get a share of it. This scheme of ours
was put forward showing what we required in
connection with the work of repditriation. I
do net propose to read anything further front
the scheme. Anyone who wishes can have the
file. This scheme was sent in all seriousness,
amid believed in, to Mr. Wilson to present to
the Federal people.

Hon. P. Collier: Was it agreed to by the
Wilsou Oovei-nment?

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: Mr. Wilson wired for
the scheme which it was proposed to lay before
the conference. Shall I read to the House the
present Mfinister's. scheme?

Hon. r. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Yes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, I will not. The
hon. member would not hold up his head again
if I did. When I came back I said, 'I d co not
think this will meet the ease," and I prepared
thre scheme which went to the Premnier. The
preparat ,ion of the scheme was not for me. Mr.
Wilson wired the Minister to prepare it, but I
prepared] every word of that scheme, but I did
not send it to Mr. Wilson. Now members say
it is my schemie.

H~on. W. C. Angwin: Who was the Minister
for Lands at the time?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mr. Lefroy.
Hion, F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter):; The Commonwealth Government flattened
it out.

lion. J. MITCHELL: I happen to have the
conference reports and any member can see
them. Thle Commonwealth Government said
that we were to have 14,000. Ia the report of
the proceedings the numbers are set down.
Queensland was to send 6,500 mren, South Aus-
tralia 2,700, 'Victoria 2,800, Tasmania 1,000,
and Western Australia 14,000. This is what ap-
peared enl the .5th January: ''The schemes
were submitted, a general disenssion tookt
place, and MIN-. Hughes explained in detail the
proposals of the Commonwealth for raising
money, and] lie asked the Premiers not to ad-
journ until they had agreed to a definite
scheme of land settlement." On the 8th
January they met again and consented to the
scheme. Mr. Hughes on the 11th day of Janu-
ary made the statement after the scheme had
beent submitted and approved and said tisl-

Accordingly it was agreed that members
of the Australian and British naval nnd
military forces who have served in the pre-
sent war should be eligible as land settlers,
that the mlaximumn advancee on improvements
should be £500, up to 100 per cent, thereon,
the inprovements to include fencing, clear-
ing, or cultivation, erection of honse, general
imnproements, implements and stock, the
rate of interest to be charged being 3'/
per cent. for the first year and rising by 3/
per cent. each year up to the cost price of
the money.
Hon. F. E. S. Wilmiott (Honorary Minis-

ter): When dlid he say that?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Onl the 11th January,

1917.
Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): 'When did it come into force?
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ll. 3. 'MITCHELL: This is what Air.
Hughes said, and any sane Ministry could put
the whole thing into operation in five minutes:
The rejport goes on to say-

After a lengthy discussion the Prime Min-
ister undertook that the Commonwealth
would finance the scheme of advancing
and make available to the States the
.amount necessary for the calendar year
1917. This money to be used exclusively for
advances against improvements to he ef-
fected by or for the soldier settler.

There was our opportunity.
Honl. IT. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Mfinis-

ter):; How could you open up Nornalup
wlhen you could not spend money onl railhIxays
or roads.

Ron. .J. MITCHELL: As a matter of fact
Nornalup might have been served from Al-
bany. The Honorary Minister will see nothi-
iog else but Nornalop.

Hon. F. E. -S. Willmott (flonorary Mlinis-
ter-): Anyone who saw Nornalup would ap-
prove of it if it hadl connection with the rest
of the State.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: It only means the
construction of 100 miles of railway to open
uip this magnificent estate, and if it wvill carry
800 people anyone would build 100 miles of
railway for that purpose. Mr. Hughes onl the
I Ith January, said-

I am very pleased indeed with the results
of the Conference. Matters of first import-
ance have been grappled and dealt with in
a most satisfactory way. The economies in
State expensditure whiich have been agreed
to are very considerable and together with
those of the Commonwealth, will appre-
ciably lighten the ever increasing burdens
imuposed by this war.

The only hope for our boys who have given
tip so much and made such sacrifices is to go
onl the land. They cannot go to any profes-
sion or trade. They must work for wages or.
go on the land and Air. Hughes recognised
that and we agreed solemnly to do our part
and endeavour to provide for the home-coming
of these soldiers.

Honl. W. C. Angwin: You thought the Com-
monwealth Government realised that we would
do0 something.

Holl. .f. MITCHELL: They have realised
by this time wre are not doing anything. In a
statement made by Mr. Hughes, the Prime
Minlisiter said-

It is also satisfactory to note that the
conference unanimously approved of pre-
ference of dmployment of returned soldiers
in all public departments. This of course
applied to the Commonwvealth and the
States.

The Federal Cabinet endorsed these proposals
suhnmitted to them by the conference of Min-
isters for the settlement of soldiers, on the
14th January. The important part to us was
the money to he spent, and I think the money
is the basis of the whole work. When Mir.
Wilson returned he said that two million
pounds had beenr set aside, £500,000 for West-
ern Australia, £250,000 of which was required
before the end of Tune.

Honl. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That was no grood to its to open up the

country by railways and roads, because £5003
per man could only he used for actual improve-
'lie at.

Honl. J. MTITCELL: The only practical
honest, and decent thing to do is to write
to the. Commonwealth Uovernmnent and say
that we cannot use the £.500 per mnan. We
have only a few surveyors out. Mr. Wilson on
his return, said the surveyors were already
looking out for suitable areas of Crown lands
and Mr. Wilson, believing all was well said,
''We will get onl now; we shall have some-
thing done in the South-West.'' Mr. Lefroy
wvent to Amajimulp to attend a show. He dlid
not have the Minister for Industries with him
on this occasion to keep him in check and the
Minister for Lands or. his return said this-

On Friday 1 was taken by motor to at-
tend the show at Mfanjirnup, 23 miles from
B~ridgetown, onl the railway line which at
present has its terminus at Jardanuip. There
were present about 300 well dressed men and
women and healthy children, bearing evi-
dence that there is soinctbing in this primt-
eval forest w~hieh will prove more lasting-
and more advantageous to Western Australia
.and to the Empire than to noable trees of
jarrah and karri, the trunks of which run
lip without a branch straight as a pole for
80, 100, alid in some instances 200 feet.

When the straight timbter has been removed
tlhe land wvill be iaalable. Then lie wvent on
to say lie had been with M~r. E wing and Mr.
Willinott, both optimists, to Big Brook and
Biridgetown, and lie said-

I have returned more than ever impressed
with the great future there must be in the
South-West of this State as the experimental
stage is now passed and evidence is given in
all directions of what the land is capable
of producing. I am very fully alive to the
fact that the country is patchy, but the
fertile soil is so extensive along thle network
of valleys and on the hillsides that these
arc destined to become the homes of many
thousands of people in the years to come.

,It is our duty to wrork to the end and know
what tan he done to develop the country in
the direction of horticulture; and mixed farm-
ing generally shold( he undertaken to the full-
est of our powler. That was stated in April,
1917. -Now it is April, 1918.

Mir. Munsie: And not ''two bob'' hats been
spent.

M r. iLamb~ert: We will take the rest as
read.

lHon. .7. MITCHELL: Then he goes on to
say-

It is our duty to work for that end and
anything that can be done to develop the
country in the direction of horticulture,
rinirving, and mixed farming generally for
which by nature it is so admirably adapted,
should be undertaken to the fullest of our
power.

T think I will come now to the visit of the
Premier and the Minister for Industries and
this is a most interesting thing. I can imagine
seem,! the Minister for Industries just push-
ing Mr. Lefroy with one finger and pulling
hini back with another; pushing hini here and
there, and dragging him away from the South-
West. lHe approved of ,Nornalup. I feel that
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this is the Attorney General's portion of thle
statement.

Thle Attorney Gieneral: Read the Press state-
ment,

ion. J. MITCHELL: No. I want you to
grasp the point. They said-
It is a new province, so rich that we can-
nut form any idea. of its value. We are
satisfied that the South-WVest is rich enough
to maintain a population larger than that
existing in the whole of the State at the

resent time.
The Premier: It is quite true.
lHon, .1. MITCHELL: Yet it is not worth

100 miles of railway.
'Filie Premier: But we want the mnarkcet.
I Ion. P3. Collier: I thought we had the mar-

ket, seeing that we send out of the State
£900,000 a year for dairy produce.

I-on. J1. MtLIHGFELLJ: They say, too, in this
report, that railways will have to be built,
but that this cannot be done in one or two
years. That is all for thle South-West. Now
here is my friend, thle Attorney General, pulling
the Premeir away-

The clearing is very difficult. In the ohi
dlays, when labour was cheap, in thle days
of 40 years ago, it was much simpler than
ito:;; The cost will be from £25 to £40 per
acre,

Ile forgot to mention thle mlchianical a1ppliances,
hisnstiug. etc., that we have to-clay.

The Attorney General: Given all that ii',
von cannot do it for less.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, it canl be done1
for less. Thle Attorney General does not know
thisa subjoct.

Mr. Pickering: The member for Northarn
s;aid that it could be done for £4 10s. per acre.

Hion, -F. E. S. Willilott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : If the memnber for 'Northarn snid that,
hie was very far wide of the miark.

Hon, p. Collier: What does it cost per acre
to root tip orchards?9

H1on. J, 'MITCHELL: There are in the
South-West a good few acres that have been
cleared for £4 l0s. per acre, and there are
mnany acres that liave never required clearing
at all, because already cleared. Some acres
have cost up to £40, but that is not general.

MLkr. Hiekmiott: What would it cost to clear
the particular laud( referred to3

lion. T1 MITCHELL: They were referring
to thle whiole of the Souith-West. I cannot say
what the average would be, but the officials
said it would cost from £8 to £20 per acre to
clear. It is in the report.

Ron. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter):- That is right. A fair average would be

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am obliged to thle
Honorary Minister for contradicting the state-
mnent made by his colleague. They said that
it was impossible to get any land ready for a
year or two. This is a point that tickled mie.
You can see in it the Attorney General taking
the Premier away fromt the South-West-

There is no need to worry about the South-
West land for our soldiers in the immediate
prerent, as the Government have on their

-hands some of the best lands int the State,
repurehased. Numerous blocks can be made

available alongside of railways. EVery avail-
able block near the railways should be taken
uip before we ask the soldiers to go pioneer-
ing in enr back country.
Hon. T. Walker: Who said that?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier and the

Attoriney Genera] in a joint statement when
they visited the South-West. They said the
South-West will carry 300,000 people. I can-
not say who contributed the various portions
of thle statement, but I should say that the
Attorney OCeral contributed this one which I

bare just read, Just imlagine saying that we
have lnds available near to towns or near to
settlements or near to the railways! They
comnlained that the whole of the country hias
been surveyed in chess-board fashion. I ad-
mint that certain blocks were cut up which con-
tained timiber, but surveyors were sent down
to survey the land apart from the timber, and
I think the Honorary Minister had something
to do with the district at that time. The At-
turneoy General iii this statement says that the
land is cnt up in chess-board fashion, in rect-
angular blocks, without any regard for the
timiber.

.Thec Attorney General: Quite tre.
Hon. S . MITCHELL: It is not true, and I

lamy this niap onl the Table to show that it is
not true.

The Attorney General: Thousands of blocks
which yen cut LI]) hiave been cut lip in that
fashion.

Hion. .J, MITCHELL: How can you say!
If you were there for months you could not
see thou sands of blocks. At any rate, here is
the map showing the surveys, and showing how
the timiber was cut out.

Thle Minister for Works: You cannot have
a lock down there without some timber.

Hon. J. MIUTCHELL: But whoak the At-
tornley' General camie back lie wanted to make
thle public understand that we had thought-
lessly cut up the country in wrong fashion.

Ionl. F. B., S. Willinott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It may not have been the instructions,
hut it was thle result.

li-on. X1. MITCHELL: Unfortunately thle
oficers; dlid not carry out instructions. But

tie ilnd which they wrongly cut up was not
sold. Before miy time land was sold withont
wvaitinig for the survey. My policy was not to
sell tiniber, and whea I found that the snir-
ve 'yors sent down were not capable of dealing
with the matter I ordered that the land should
be properly inspected before being sold. This
is a very interesting statement. On the 26th
April, 1917, we were told that our land should
be settled. Of conrse they merely repeated
what had been. said before. Notwithstanding
what the leader said, he made another state-
ineit onl the 28th Mfay. I think I can see Mr.
MXereer, of the ''Daily News,'' going along
for thle statement. In that statement the Min-
ister reverses his opinion of the South-West,
and declares that we must deal with the land
there.

]lon. W. C. Anlgwill: Yon do not take any
notice of u-hat is in thle ''Daily News''!

I1-roi. J. MITCHELL: Yes, sometimes. The
Minister for Industries lanneunced that hie was
finatlising at scheme which ultimately would be

139
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laid before the House. On the 16th of the seat M1inisters were in the Wilson Cabinet
seventh this is what the Attorney General said
to the Press-

The assistance offered 'towards land set-
tlencnt to returned soldiers is so attractive
that many mn may apply for farms who
have not followed up an agricultural career,
and who perhaps are not suited to the life.

lie was very anxious that those men should
pjot get land unless they had had some training
on State farms. The assistance is referred to
as being attractive. It was always contended
that wre should make the calling attractive,
that the assistance to be offered should be
such as would induce capable men to go on
the land. That is what We agreed to do.
IHowever, the Minister for industries does not
like that. The next move was the appointment
of a board consisting of Mr. Brockman Mr.
Morrison, and another to select land. I do
not think they ever did anything. They dis-
appeared without any notification through the
Press. They were appointed with a great
flourish of trumpets, did nothing, and went.
A second board was appointed to deal with
the qualification of soldiers.

li-on. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis:
ter): You agree that we must have that
qualification board?

lion. J. "MITCHELL: But I do not agree
with the appointment of boards one day to
be disbanded the next. Everything that was
done or agreed to be dlone by me was approved
by Cabinet. When I saw the crash coining,
wheu "Mr. 'rilsion lost office-

lion. W. C. Angwin: When lie was being
sold.

ion. .i. MITCHELL: We knew for days
before what wras coming. I submitted this
scheme of assistance to soldiers to Cabinet,
,ad it was duly approved. Notwithstanding
that Cabinct had approved on the 28th June,
1917, of a scheme of assistance which the At-
torney General called attractive, and which pro-
vided that a rian could work his land for 9s.
per day-notwithstanding that, and that men
had been settledl by me under this scheme, the
9s. has been withdrawn and is not now offered
to soldier settlers.

The Premnier: Oh, yes.
Hon.L -- ITOHTELL: Cabinet knew what

was being done, and the public knew it.
want the House to understand that everything
which Mir. Wilson proposed was agreed to.
The railway was agreed to, although now de-
nonced by Ministers as impossible. Survey
of land was agreed to. The qualification of
soldiers was agreed to. Every detail of the
scheme was agreed to. ,kr. Wilson was never
told that the proposals that camne from him
as Premier were not to hie carried out. Heo
was told that they oughlt to be carried out,
TI.0 Government have brolren faith, and that
is whyv 1 an, umovinig here tocly We saw what
was being dlone in connection with the British
Government. T know that what we promised
to do there has not ben dlone. It is for the
Parliament to see that the Government do
give effect to thme promises made on behalf
of the "conple of the State. It does not matter
which flovernment made those Promises, -which
oave the undertaking to the Fedeoral authori-
tics. But it does happen that four of the pre-

whens the undertaking was given. That under-
taking has not been honoured. We must keep
faith, and do our part. We must reward those
mna who are fighting for us. It is of no use
dwelling on the awfulness of war. But to-night
we have an opportunity of doing our duty by
the bravest and best, by the very flower of
this country. Should we do it? Is it worth
wtile doing anything for men who are bleed-
ing and dlying for us? Is it worth while doing
anything for the widows and orphans of the
soldiers who have laid down their lives for us?
Is it worth while keeping our word to the
people, to whom we have pledged ourselves to
Ilo the country's duty by the soldiers? I think
it is worth while, And it is because of that,
because I believe these things to be worth
while, that I say wve ought to insist upon the
wvork of repatriation being actively
undertaken, energetically undertaken. Is
it enough if the Government to-day
appoint Mvr. Canin, and to-morrow, without a
word of reason except that there is sonie com-
plaint that something is unsatisfactory, dis-
pense with Air. GaminIs services? Is it enough
to say to-day that Mir. Gamnin can fix up every-
thing for the soldiers, and to say to-morrow
that Mr. Carm must go and 'Mr. MeLarty
replace him? Is it enough to be merely chop-
ping and chnciing? [a it enough if the Pre-
mier changes his mind and his methods day
by day? The only thing that has been dlone
is this chopping and chaniging. I should like
to see the papers in this matter, and I think
they ought to hie laid on the Table of the
House. I should like to know what communi-
cations have passed with the Federal Govern.
inent since wre gave our undertaking. Mfr.
Comin is quite capable of doing the work which
was assigned to him and then taken from him;
and it is a criminal thing to ,lace a man in
such an office, and the,. turn hin, out during
the night. T have been -told that Mr. Camin
was not even informed that his services as
repatriation officer were to he dispensed with
-T. have not seen Mr. Coam.

The Prenmier: That statement is quite wrong.
Mr. Johnston: Mr. Gamion first learned

through the Press of his retirement.
Hon. J. MTITCHELL: Shall we insist in

this House that there shall be no more of
this chopping and changing?9 Shall we insist
that the scheme entered upon with the Federal
Government shall be carried oat on Western
Ajustralia 's part? Shall we affirmn that it is
our daty to keep our word, given to the Peo-
ple, as regards soldier settlement! The Gov-
ernment of this State are paltering with
this great question of land settlement for
soldiers. I doubt their sincerity. I sm deal.
ing with the two Ministers most concerned. I
am not now referring to the member for
Nelson (Ron. P. E. S. Willrnott), because I
opestion whether he had the opportunity of
doinq much.

lien. W. C. Angwin: He has to carry the
responsibility with the other 1,Mivisters.

lion, X. AITCHELL: I think the House
will agree that the inability, at any rate, of the
Government is beyond question.

*Ar. Munsie: Nobody doubts that, inside'
this House or outside it.
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HIon. J1. MITCHELL: The Government are
always vainly proposing, bur, they are never
doing. I do not know what the House will
think of this question when the debate has
closed, But I do know that we are facing- a
responsibility which we shall have to accept.
This, it has been said, should not be made a
party question. Again, it will be argued that
I should not have bro 'ught the matter for-
ward in this way. But this is the way 'to
tare the subject discussed thoroughly and well.
We want to he absolutely certain that tis
work which the State bus promised to do
shall be done. I hope it will not be made a
party question. I hope the question will be
decided solely and entirely on its merits. I
hope that those who vote-and I trust every
meniber will vote-will say- whether the work
of thle Government has been adequate,
whether the Government have kepf faith,
whether the Government hare fulfilled their
promises, whether we are determined that all
it is possible for us to do shall he done in the
matter of repatriation, whether all that we
have undertaken to do shall be carried out.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Give the G6vlrinient
rope enough, and they will hang themselves.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: That might be well
enough, but they will at the same time hang
so many other people, and a question affecting
our soldiers cannot be left to time or chance.
I hope that this discussion will result in con-
crete good, and that the interests of our Eol-
diers will, as thle resnlt of the debate, be
served adequately. As for myself, whether it
be right or whether it be wrong to move this
arnenilnient, whether I succeed here or whether
I am forced to the country, I am going to at-
tend to this vital question of repatriation, of
the setting uip in life of the men who have
fought for me and'far others. I care not one
jet if I ant beaten here. If I am beaten here,
I shall appeal to a broader tribunal, and Ushall
keep the question alive until the interests of
Our soldiers are properly served.

Nir. Teedale: You are quite sure the
soldiers are coniplaiing?

lion. J1. MITCHrELL: If members would
only repeat in this Chamber what they have
said to me on this subject, there would be
no doubt as to the issue.

Hon. P. Collier: If they had the courage
to say here what they say hi the streets.

Hon. J. MITCHELLs: If hion. members
would say here what they, have said to me-
not what they may have said in the streets
-thke vote would be nil right. I desire that
we recognise or responsibility, that we see
our duty to our soldiers, and that we do that
duty. I move anl amendment-

That the following be added to the Ad-
dress-in-reply: ''But we regret to inform
your Excellency that in tile opinion of this
Hotise neither the activities nor the pro-
posals of the Government for the repatria-
tion of our soldiers and sailors are ade-
quate.' -

Hon. P. Collier:- That is putting it very
mildly.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Northam always was generous.

Mr. SPEAKER: I~s there a seconder to tile
amiendment?

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany)
second the amendment.

[6410]:

Sitting suspended from 6.11 to 7.80 p.m.

Thle PREMVIER (Hon. II. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [7.30)]: The member for Northam
moving an amendment to the Address-in-rep
began his speec-h in a friendly toae, and sa
he had no feeling personally against the Pi
mier, but that lie felt it his duty to subwy
thle amnendment for the consideratioa of t
House. Front time inmenorial it has alwa
been recognised that an anmendnment such
this to the Address-ini-reply means a vote
want of confidence in the Government, TV
Governor's Speech is delivered by His Exe,
leucy, but it voices the views of the Ministi
and any amendment to the Address-in-rep
must be regarded as a reflection onl the Minist
of the day. I regret that the member f
Northam should have chosen the subject
repatriation on which to base his ameudmei
and I regret, too, that the hon. mnemuber has n
dealt with the question in its broader seam
but simply dealt with the question of repatr!
tiom'- Ii, view of the'faet that hon. ineuibE
have repeatedly stated in this House that t
question of settling and looking after return
soldiers should not he made a party one, it
a pity that the amendment of the lion. umenib
proposes distinctly to make it such. I do a
know to which party the member for Nortbs
belongs. He sits on this side of the Roo
and by doing so should be recognised as a su
porter of the Government of the day. If
does not intend to support ihe Goverunment
the dlay it is his duty to sit on the other si
of the House.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: I can sit where I please.
The PREMIER: I consider it is the he

muemiber 's duty to sit onl the other side of t
I-euse. The timec has arrived when I hope he
mnembers will coume out openly in their opp
sition. to thme Government, if they intend
oppose the Glovernment.

Mr. 0 'Loghh en: There is noth~ing more p
than that.

The PREMIER: Ever- since I have hadt
htonour of leading the Government of tl
State T have had dished up to ine every iuor
lug nothing but criticism, nothing bet abuse
rogard to what the Government are doing, ai
whbat they hiave been trying to do. Is the ho
miembher for North am the niouth~pieee Of Wh
opposgition to which I allude? If he is I a
afraid lie has mnade out a very poor case.
will be able to show to the House that tl
ease put up by the lion. member is like a lieu
of cards, capable of being blown down by
slight puff of wind. The lion. member did nt
deal with what we are doing now, but wh:
happened two years ago.

Hon. T. MNitchell: I dealt with what y(
should be doing now,

Afr. Alun sic: We cannot find out wvhat y(
ngre doing now.

The PREMIER: Tile member for iNortha
stated that schbemes were proposed 18 mout
ago. Those schemes oripiuated with the ho
member for Northam. Hfe then said that v
would he able to settle 4,000 men on the hat
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in a )ear. I nlever believed for one moment
that it would be possible to do that.

l-ion. J. Mitchell: You could not get then,
back.

The IDEMlER: The lion. member did 'tot
think of that when he formulated his scheirre.
At that time the lion, member anti many other
people also dlid not think that the war would
last as long as it has lasted. Many thought
then, as they did in the earlier stages, that it
was imp~ossible ht those dlays of modern war-
fare for the war to last any length of time.
We did not have the mien here to settle on
the land. Do hon[. miembers think that I would
have been justified in going out into the count-
try clearing land, fencing it, and putting tip
houses l or mlen who were not here? If I had
done suich a thring as the lion, member sug-
gested, that is, to clear thousands of acres of
land and tit up houses for men who were not
here, 1 would have been at fit subject for an
institution situated between here and Pro-
mantle. The lion. member has not so much
criticised the actions of the Oloverninent at the
present time as what the Government have not
done. Tire lion. nmenmher spoke of Nornalup.
That was one of his schemes. I admit that
Nornalup is a. very fine piece of country which
will be settled some dlay. It is absurd, how-
ever, to think of settling soldiers at Nornlup
unless we connect the place up with a railway.
We know, however, that the State is not in
a position to bild] new railways. We -have
criticism from all sides with regard to the
expenditure at the present tinme, an d are we to
go out and build railways when wre have a
large tract of country available within sight
of or existing railway systemI A suni of
£8,000 was spent in the Nornalup district. T
tried to get there to inspect the country, but
I found it was impossible to do so. T also
found that the surveyors could not work there.
Half the time they were idle, and Li carne to
the couclusion that it would be advisable to
take the surveyors out of that country and also
that it would be better to leave Nornalup until
we had settled some of our country closer to0existing railwaiys. 'Nornaltip was tire seltene
of the member for Northam.

Hon. J1. Mitchell! Who spent the £8,000?
The PREMITER: The lion. member by dire-

tion of the Premier of the dlay, took charcre
of the question of settliniz men ott the
land. The miatter had nothing to (10 with
the Minister for Lands. Thne cuestion was left
entirely to the Minister for Industries, and the
'Minister for Industries proposed to spend
money in clearing tracts of country, putting
.,p bujtdjngR andt fencinu in lblocks for the re-
turned soldiers. I would ask any sensible
member in this House to say whether he thinks
that that was a proper thing to do.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: D)o you not think that more
,,reparation could have been made with the
Harvey blocks?

Mr. Nairn: Let us finish with Nornalup
first: leave Harvey till afterwards.

Mr. 0 'Loghilen: I thought the Premier was
condemning the general scheme.

The PREMIER: Throughout the whole of
the South-West T believe there is a large tract
of country fit for settlement. At the same time
we have not the people to go on the land.

lion. P. Collier: You have not the land ready
to put them on.

The PREMIER: I am not going to get it
ready until I have the people to go there.

Hon, P. Collier: You declared in your policy
speech that you would.

The PREMIER: I am not going to clear
land years ahead on the off chance of requiring
it afterwards.

The Colonial Treasurer, And allow it to
growv agatn.

The PREMIER: It is quite true that there
has been a good deal of lasid surveyed for
settlement in the South-West. Mainly in the
Nelson district a nmher of blocks were sur-
veyed froum 1910 to 1912, the nutmber totalling
2,276 blocks, containing 572,476 acres. The
approximate cost of the survey "-as 1£30O0. With
all that land already surveyed, would I be jus-
tified in sending out surveyors to survey -fur-
ther land? The statement which I gave to the
Press when I returned with the Minister for
Industries 18 months ago fromt an inspection
of the South-West was a clear exposition of
the impressions I gained during the trip. The
Minister for Industries went with me, not as
Minister for industries, but as Minister for For-
ests, because I wanted to be quite sure that we
would itot be blocked in our land settlement in
the South-West by any action of the Forestry
Department. I admit that the timbers of the
South-West require to be conserved, but I hold
that people are of more value than trees. Still,
there is no reason for destroying this valuable
timber. The time will come when the timber
will have beeni all used up, and then the land
now occupied by the timber may be occupied
by the settler. It is impossible to put men on
the blocks that have been surveyed, because
in the majority of cases the land is not suit-
able. [ do not want any repetitiotn of that ex-
penditure. The country is not in a position to
go in for extravagant expenditure unless some
profitable result can be seen. I decided that
the proper way to settle the South-West was
to follow thme contour of the creeks, to sur-
vey the blocks off tine creeks, thus giving
the settler a certain area of good land with an
assurance of water, together with a certain
area of inferior land lying behind. The any.
very work that has bee,, done dIown there is
of no value except from a departmental point
of view as showing the character of the coun-.
try. Apart fromt that, those blocks are abso-
lutely useless.

Ho,,. P. Collier: When were those 'blockrs
surveyed?

The PREMIER: In 1910 and 1912. In my
opinion, the way I propose is a sane way of
tackling the question. The country should not
he taken on a face by the surveyor; there
should be with the surveyor some practical man
with experience of land settlement to show the
surveyor where to run his lines. That is the
system I have adopted. I have already sur-
veyed within a reasonable distance of Big
Brook 1.00 blocks of from, 100 to 160 acres,
which are all quite suitable for land settle-
ment. When the time comes those blocks can
be cleared, We cannot proceed any further
with that work at present, because we have
been stoppedl by the wet weather. It is in,-
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possible to do much survey work in that coun-
try in winter time. The surveyors cannot get
what they require, because it is raining nearly
all the time, and the country is in a state of
bog. Consequently I stopped the work until,
under more favourable weather conditions, the
surveyors can get on with it-

iMr. Johnston: Are they going back then?
The PREMIER: Certainly, as soon as the

weather suits.
Hot,. P. Collier: When the weather breaks.
'The PREMIIER: Then we shall have a sys-

toi of settlement which wye shall be able to
carry out. To say that we should spend
£:250,000 in six months clearing land and build-
ing houses for the men is absurd. The cleared
land quickly grows up and, moreover, if we
build a hotuse and leave it nnoccupied for any
time, it iiay he burnt down. The South-West
is a country of great possibilities and is going
to be the home of a large nunmber of people.
But the settleument of the land will have to go
hand in hland with the timber industry. The
timber industry down there has really created
the settlement which has taken place -durilng
thle last few years.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Harvey is the place we want
to know about.

The PREMIER: The hion. member said
nothing whatever about the wheat areas, but
confined himself to the South-West where, he
said, I have broken faith with somebody, I
dto not know with whom, because I have not
built housles, cleared land and erected fences.
Fancy e-eting fences at the present time with-
out being quite certain that people are going
to settle onl the land! Wire is five times as
costly as it was a few years ago.

Hon. .1. Mitchell: Tile money is available for
that purpose.

The ]YRBMIE.R: Although the mtoney is
available I ann not prepared to put up fences
at five times the -cost of a few years agvo,
when, [ think it is a much sainer policy to wait
unt .[ lhave the people to settle cot the land.
it will he quite time enough when we haove
the men in sight. The hion. member informed
the House that he could settle 4,000 men in a
year.

ion. T. Mlitchell: No, I said thait in all
4.0001 blocks were sold.

The PRE3MIER: How ninny it, a yea-? 'The
liton. ncniher was going to settle anl enornus
numtber of men in a year. Flow canl we expect
to get men to settle on our lands at thle pre-
sent timte? Every eligible man has gone to
the Front, and those who have returned and
been discharged are men physically unfit.
They aie not fit for the rough work of pioneer-
ig in a country like the South-West. These

men have been discharged because they) arc
not able to go to thle Fronit again. Thle mnili-
tar-y authorities would not have discharg'ed
them if they had been fit to go back to the
Front. The titne will come when we shall have
a large numnher of men returning who are lit
for the work, and we shall theni be prepared
for those nien as they return.

Hom. P. Collier: One-fifth of the total
number who left the State to go to the Front
are already ba~k.

The PREMIER: yes, 30,000 men went
to the Front and about 6,000 have returned.
H-owr many of those men have applied for
laud? Something like 709 inquiries have been
made by men desiring to settle on the land.
Of thtose, 156 have been suitably assisted or
placed. We have done just as well in WVest-
ern Australia as has been done in any other
Australian Slate. And we have dlone that
without having to repurchase one acre of land.
fIt the Eastern States they are spending hne-
dreds of thousands of pounds in the repuer-
chase of land.

Mr. O'toghlen: We have no occasion to
repurchase land, for we have hundreds of
thousands of acres of our own.

The PREIMIER: Of that 709, about 190 al-
ready held land, and the G'overnment are
assisting themn on their hldings. Some 60
iteti made casual inquiries into the scheme,
and have not been heardl of since.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Some went to Harvey but
could not get satisfaction, and in consequence
they have turned their attention to other avo-
rations.

The PREMIER: Of the balance only 160
have qualified. It showrs how few of those
men are really qualified to go in for pioneer-
ing work on thle land. I know of returned

soldiers who went on the land but had] to
leave it because they found they could not
stand the work that had to be done,

non. R. E. S. Willhnottt (Honorary Minis-
ter) :And that was not on virgin land, either.

AMi-.- O'Loighlen: They should not he re-
quiried to take vii gin land.

Trhc PRE~rrER: The number really wait-
ing to go on the land is comparatively few,
and those ni always wvint imuproved hold-
ings. They do not want to go on land where
they will have to do all the work themselves.
but want improved holdings.

Air. 0 'Toghlen: How many suitable inn-
proved holdings have you got for thezn$

The PREMIER: Not a grent number, ex-
cejit on our repurehased estates. Would the
lion, member suggest that we should go out
and clear country for them?

Mr. Lutey: Certainty.
The PREMIER: And then ]lave it all grow-

ig up again afterwvards.
Holl. F. E. S. Willmiott (Honorary Minis-

ter) : Have Denmark over agin.
Mr-. 0 'Logien: You got the sack; you

keep quiet.
The PREMIER: The lion. member, said( we

should make use of the mjen who have ye-
turned. We do not want to make use of the
men who have returned. I dto not want to
encourage men to go on the land unless
they desire to go there. I think the majority
of the men who conmc seeking land at the
Lads Department are without experience of
land settlement. If they were accustomed to
the work, it would be totally different. They
htave been led to believe that the land settle-
ment scheme is going to carry then, straight-
away to a place of bliss where they can be
happy ever after.

Mr, Lbambert: Who led thenm to believe
it 9

Mr. 0 Loghlen: They have been reading
-.the Premier's speeches.
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The PR~EMIERt: I have not ]sed them to 'The PRENDEU; .1 do admit now that there
believe it. If those men were physically fitted
to go on the land, there is no better life for
them. If I had to commence life again, I
would go on the land, because I feel that the
mun on the land is doing something which is of
benefit, not only to himself but to the country
also. The lion, member says, ''IMake it easier to
get the land.''I It is easy to get land if people
are prepared to take it, and wait for it to be
cleared for thenm, or if they are prepared to
help in thc work of clearing, which they will
not do. The hon. member also says, ''Prepare
for the borne coming.'' That is what we are
doing. The hon. member would like us to put

tptwo or three thousand buildings, clear as
many hundreds of thousand as of land,
and leave it all ready for the men to go on
to -when they return.

Hon. .. NMitchell: It is ridiculous to talk like
that.

The PREMIER The bon. member knows
that 'it will have to be cleared for them. He
expects Lis to clear the land now, and have it
ready for them, when they come back some
time or other. We do not know when they will
come back, though we hope it will not be long.

The Colonial Treasurer: If the war ended i'
12 months; it would be another two years be-
fore all our men camne back.

The PREMIER: I do not think anyone
would say that it was good policy to do all
this work before we knew when our ine were
coming back, and before we heow bow many
were likely to settle on the land. The lion.
member says that our soldiers must be given.
an opportunity to work. The only work we
can give them, an opportunity of engaging in
is the work of clearing the land for their own
holdings. When the able bodied In come
back T think we might then settle on some
scheme for a bona fide, sane, land settlement,
whereby these men would be able to obtain
employment, and clear some of their own hold.
itigs, and at the samte time make themnselves
qualified to settle on the land. Although we
have an enormous tract of country in Western
Australia I am firmly of the opinion that more
should be done with the land tha~t is already
held along our railway system. We have built
railways here and there throughout the State
that will lagi for many yeais to come. We,
should, therefore, adopt some policy in regard
to the settlement on those lands which are in
the vicinity of existing railways. Our railways
are not paying at the present time, but if we
get more people on the land in the vicinity of
these, we shall be adopting a policy which will
not only be of benefit to the country by in-
creasing production, but also a benefit by in-
creasing the revenue of our railway system.

Mr. 0 toghflen: Are the Government pre-
pared to adopt euch a policy?

The PREMIER: Yes. I propose to inaugur-
ate a scheme whereby the Government will be
able to acquire land at a reasoinable price,
adjacent to our railway system, and whereby
it will be made compulsory that sales should
be made if the land is not offered at the free
will of the owners.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: That is admitting that we
require to repurchase.

is a large amount of land held in areas that
are too large in extent along our present rail-
nay systemn, and if a great deal of that coun-
try was disposed of it would not only be better
for the people themselves, but for the State,
as I have already shown.

Mr. Pickering: How would that apply to
the Midland lads?

The PREMIER: Most of the good land
along the Midland railway has already been
disposed of. Some of the members would force
this by taxation, but I do not propose to do so.

Mr. Lutey: It will never be done in any
other way.

The PRELMiER: in all the other States they
have compulsory purchase clauses in their
soldier settlement schemes. A clause such as'
this might he introduced into our measure to
enable the State to secure land in this way.
I ani certain that this would be better for the
individuals concerned].

Mr. Lamnbert: Are you going to buy then:
out on the sp~eculative value of the lands?

The PREIER: There is no likelihood of
my being a party to paying a speculative p~rice
for laud. We have in the Lands Dlepartmnent
piles and piles of applications for the sale of
land.

Mr. 0 'loghlen: Every one wants to sell.
H-on. P. Collier: And they are all actuated

by patriotic motives.
The PREMATER: That is so. People do not

want to part with their land, but say they are
anxious to do something for the returned sol-
diers. The Governmient have not purchased
any of these estates, because the time has not
arrived for thenm to do so. It would pay the
country better to secure seone of the land in
the South-West which is already partly cleared,
than to clea~r virgin land of this enormous tim-
he r.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Will that increase production
by much?

The PREMITER: Certainly.
Ilo,,. J. Mtitchell: There is a lot of ring-

barked country there wvhich can be bought up
cheap 13.

The PREMIER: Much of this land fin the
vicinity of our railways can be purchased at
a reasonable price of from £2 to £3 an acre,
and it would be better to purchase such land
than to clear virgin country at from £10 to
£20 alt acre.

Hon. J. Mfitchell: We agreed on that two
years ago..

The PRDTIElR: Yes.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You are not obliged to buy

land at all. You should withdraw your Agent
General. He is on a false mission.

The PREMIER: I say that this is a sound
proposition. Such land as I have mentioned
will have been sweetened, and will be in a
proper condition for settlement at once. On
the other hand if we go on to virgin country,
it will take years for it to sweeten and for the
settlers to grow anything upon it. Further-
more, on the areas of which I speak the grasses
have already grown for stock purposes.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I do not know of any peo-
ple holding sweetened land adjoining the rail-
ways who are prepared to sell it for £2 or-9
a~n acre..
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The PREMIER: 1 know of some. At any
rate, I am not here to answer questions. Ques-
tion tinme is over. I. am merely replying to the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell), who
has moved a vote of censure upon the Govern-
mient for their lack of extravagance in spend-
ing money at the present time in building ra-
ways, and in clearing land when we have not
the men ready to go on the land. He certainly
said that we should build a railway for the
purpose of coupling up Mnmjiniup with Nor-
anin ip.

The Minister for Mines: He would put men
there without railway communication.

The PREMIER: I want to satisfy thefHouse
that the work of the Government up to the
present has been adequate. We have only a
few "ten now who are seeking settlement On
the land, whom we have not been able to place.
1 think that is a clear answver to the lion. mem-
ber, that we have been doing something in re-
gard to the settlement of these men. All these
men want land that is partially improved, but
it is impossible just now to put them on land
of that description, unless we purchase estates
in the neighbourhood of our railways. I am
fully aware of all that took place at the Pre-
miers' Conference. We are in a different posi-
tion now to that in which we were then. We
niever dreamt that this war would go on f or
such a long time. It was stated that we would
be able to absorb a certain number of ment
when they came here. We are still in a posi-
tion to absorb them when they come here.

Mr. Jones: Can you absorb 25,0001
The PREMIER: 1 think it was stated that

we could absorb 25,000 from the Old Country.
Things have altered considerably since then.
The 'British Government are adopting a dif-
ferent policy now. Mr. Lloyd George himself
has repeatedly stated that in future they will
have to be most careful to keep their men in
their own country. To say that the Govern-
ment are doing nothing to prepare for these
men is, I think, absolutely ridiculous. The
Minister for Industries has been twitted in re-
gard to the establishment of secondary indus-
tries in Western Australia. Nothing could be
better than to get these industries established.
They will absorb many of those men who are
unable to go on the land, or who do not desire
to do so. I do not believe that tea per cent.
of thme men who return from the Front will
want to go on the land. We shall, therefore,
be prepared to receive these men, and every
assistance will be given to them to engage in
that work in which they most desire to engage.
At the same time, I am not prepared in the
present condition of the finances to spend
money extravagantly in doing work if there is
no immediate prospect of getting a return
from it. It is perhaps well to point out that
the repatriation of our men, that is placing
them in suitable occupations when they return,
is entirely the function of the Federal Gov-
ernment. I am of course speaking generally.
The Federal Government have a Repatriation
flepartmient, with a Minister controlling it.
The department deal entirely with the repat-
riation of soldiers in all work except that of
settlement on the land, with which the Federal
Government have nothing whatever to do. The

Federal Government deal entirely with the
matter of settling returned men in industries.
A board has been appointed here to deal with
repatriation, and subi-commiittees have been ap-
jpointed throughout Western Australia. The,
Federal Government intend to do everything
they possibly can to see that returned mna are
suitably settled in the civil life of Australia
when they return. At the same time, the State
and the Government of Western Australia are
anxious to assist wherever they possibly can in
the settlement of our returned soldiers in any
direction. With that object in view, we aim at
establishing in this State industries which may,
as time goes on, absorb a great many of the
returned men. To me that appears a sound
policy. We have our primary industries, and
alongside then, we should have secondary in-
dustries also. The only matter with which the
lion. member for Northanm has really charged
the Government is that during the last 18
months, or two years, they have done nothing
to carry out the scheme formulated by the
lion. member himself.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The scheme of the Fed-
eral Government.

The PREMIER: That was the bon. mein.-
her's scheme. Before he went to Melbourne,
the hon. member handed this scheme to the
Premier of that day.

Hom. J. Mitchell: No; I did not.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Cabinet approved of

that scheme.
The PREMIER: We need not trouble as to

whether Cabinet approved of it or not.
Hmn. J. Mitchell: May I be permitted to cor-

rect the Premilers 1 prepared a scheme
and -

Mr. SPEAKER: Oirder! The lion, meubeor
is not in order in interrupting.

The PREMIER: After the bon. member
returned front Melbourne-

Hon. J. Mitchell: You posted the scheme to
the Premicr in Melbourne.

The PREMIEr: How could I have posted
it to the Premier in Melbourne if the bon.
muemher prepared it only after hie camec back
from 'Melbournel

Hon. J. Mitchell: I returned much earlier
than the then Premier. T returned in Decem-.
her, and you sent the scheme over to Melbourne
early in January.

The PREMITER: The lion. member prepared
the scheme.

He. J. 'Mitchell: And you sent it over.
The PREMIER: I sent it over, but it was

a scheme drawn up by the lbon, member, who
%Tas Minister for industries. As Minister for
Industries, the hon. member was given the duty
of formulating a scheme for the settlement of
returned soldiers on the land. The Lands De-
partment wTore merely to find the laud; the
hon. member was to do all the other work.

Ron, J. Mitchell: But you submitted the
scheme, and you drafted a scheme yourself.

The PREIER: My scheme had nothing to
dto with that. The scheme which the hon.
member charges me with having formu-
lated-

Hon. J. Mitchell: I have not charged you.
The PREM[ER: That scheme is the one

which wvns formulated by the hon. member
himself.
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ton. J9. Mitchell: Anti ad opted by you, and
by you seat over to the Premier in Melbourne.

The PREMIER: The lion. member has now
admitted that hie formulated that scheme in
Dember, upon his return, and that it was
sent to Melbourne in January,

lion. J. Mitchell: I said that i speaking.
The PRBMIERi: The lion. miember was en-

trusted with the duty of formulating tile
scheme.

lion. P. Collier: That is so; but the scheme
was approved by Cabinet.

ryhe PREMIER: .1. really do not know
whether it was or was not approved by Cabi-
net.

The Minister for Works:- It is not the Wilson
Government who are being tried now, but the
Lefroy Government.

lion. W,. C. Angwin: There are foui' memn-
bers of the Wilson Government in the Lefroy
Cabinet flow.

fHon. P. Collier: Has not the Minister for
Works boon in both these Governmentsl

1fhe Minister for Works: Yes.
Rion. P. Collier: Then take your gruel.
The PREMIER: The position I take uip is

that the Government would not have been justi-
fled iii carrying out that scheme.

Ron. 3. Mitchell: 'But YOU yourself sent thle
scheme over to Melbourne.

The PREMIER:. Thme scheme mighit have
-.been all right then. [t might have been justi-
fiable thetm, anti nlot Justifiable at a future
dlate. It certainly was not justified.

Ron. W. C. Angwia.: fin that case, why did
yen approve of itl

lI-on. P. Collier: Did the Minister for Works
himself- directly approve of it?

The PREMIJER: I do not know. But .I dlo
know that the Governmient wouild not have been
j3ustified in carrying out such a schemne, justi-
fied in entering noon a Tinge expenditure of
£2-50,000 in six months.

I-Ion. P. Collier: Have you niowi reached the
stage of condemning your own sclmeit? Time
present Premier nwas a party to that selmente,
and now lie is arguing flint it was anl absurd
scheme. That is the position.

'r Pe PREMI[ER: I aum referring to the
schemne formnulated by the mnember for 'Nor-
thm. We need not muind whether it was or
was iiot adopted by me. it was sent over to
Meflbourne by nine at the request of thme member
for Northam. The hon. member knows full
well that the Government could not have car-
ried out that scheme, providing for the ox-
peiiditure of £9250.000 in six months in clear-
ing land and building houses.

lion. P. Collier: Did not thalt occur to the
present Premier at the time?

The PREMIE. T subumit that propositioni
to the House. When the duty was entrusted
to myself I came to the conclusion that to
carry out the scheme was impossible.

Hon. P. Collier: In fact, the scemne was
absurd?

The PREMIER: I am quite certain that
the House is entirely with me in the position
that I took up in this matter. We had not the
men to go on the land when it was cleared.

Rion. P. Collier: And yet you adopted the
scheme?

Thle P~REMIElR: Let us not trouble about
that. That ias nothing to do itith the ques-
tion. I1 think it well that I should point out
to the House what the Government do propose
at theo present time to do. The charges evelled
b y the member for Northiani have been comi-
pletely shiattei-ed, The House miust reogmtise,
I. think, that it would have been futile for
the Goveriminent to s-end the money which the
lien, member states should have been spent
in doing on thle land work which would have
been absolutely of imo immediate use, of no
use until the men return. I have in-
formed thlw House that the repatriation of
our soldiers and sailors has been engaging
the attention of 1both the Commonwealth and
tile State Governments for sonic considerable
time. it is a matter that has, perhaps, caused
inure discussion anti more criticism than any
other matter whieci has been brought before
the Governments of Australia during recent
years. We are all anxious that everything pos-
sible should be done for the returned soldiers.
But, at the same time, . eam anxious to see
that these muon are put into work for which
they are suitable; and I do not wish to en-
courage men to engage in work which after-
wards they will be sorry to have engaged in.
Realising that settleihent otn the land m)ust be
one of the main planks, if not absolutely the
main plank, in a sound repatriation policy,
rtme State Government have perhaps given
more consideration to that aspect of Chie ques-
tion than to any other d ' its i~plects, and have
eiideavourod to formulate a scheme on sound
lines having in View the interests of the State.
It is a scheme which I have formulated, and
which F believe u-ill meet with thle approval
of the House. It was decided that new selee-
tion was to be the basis of the scheme, and
tliat operations be rnnfinetl to Crown lands
as far as9 possible.

Mr. Troy: What arc you reading from
now?

The PREMIIER: 1 ant quoting from my own
preoposal s.

Hon. P. Collier: New proposals?
The PREMIER: Yes. This is what has

been done; tiot what is being done, but what
we have been eniaved for some timec pest in
doing. A board] comsistiu& of representatives
of thle Various Government departmnents was
appointed, its dunty being to select areas for
subdlivisiot,, to decide as to the suitableness
of the holdings for their particular purpose,
according to locality, and generally to recom-~
mend what land should be made available f or
settlemuent. One of the fir-st duties undertaken
by the board was to take stock of the Crown
lands within nine miles of existing railways,
which could be accepted as being suitable for
the settlemlent of returned soldiers. In my
opinion we should not Settle returned soldiers
1m1ome than mine miles front existing railways.
We see now that it is unprofi table for a man
to settle enl land more than 12%1 milies from
an existing railway. If it is unprofitable for
a man to settle at a greater distance than 12Y2
miles -erm railways at the present time, it is
better to keep our returned soldiers well in-
side that distance. Consequently, I make the
inaxmimn distance nine miles from existing
railways.
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Hon. P. Collier: Is that the policy which was
outlined -at the time of 'Mr. Camm 's appoint-
ment?

The PREMIfEh: No.
Hlon. P. Collier: Was it formulated before

Mr. Carnal's appointment, or after?
The PREMIER: This is the policy we have

been, formulating for some time past.
Hon. P. Collier: But the time the board

consisting of officials were appointed would
be about the time Mr. Camni was appointed,
would it not?

The PRIEMIER: Yes. Mr. Camin was in
the Deapartment when this scheme was for.
inulated.

Hon. P. Collier: But was hie not appointed
to tae charge of the scheme?

Tie PREMIER: Yes. The results of the
board's investigations proved most disappoint-
ing. The board reported that, after exhaus-
tive inquiry, they found that vbry few blocks
indeed were available in either the wheat belt
or the South-West. That is to say, blocks al-
ready surveyed within nine miles of our rail-
ways. Since that time 150 men have, as al-
ready stated by me, be~en placed onl holdings
mostly in the wheat belt, and it is doubtful
whether is would be possible to find more than
50 suitable blocks in this area at the present
time.

Honl. P. Collier: Dloes that mean the whole
of the wheat belt?

The PREM:[ER: Within nine miles of ex-
isting railways.

Hon. P. Collier: But that is not taking
into account the blocks held by the Agricul-
turl Bank?

The PREMIER: No. Outside the doubt-
ful areas to which I would not encourage mien
to go, there are large tracts of country sur-
veyed over 12112 miles from the existing rail-
way system. Although those blocks may be
within the rainfall area, I would not encour-
age returned men to go on them. I do not
think it would be fair to do so.

Mr. Troy: What are you going to doa with
those blocks alongside the railways, alongside
the Wongan Hills railway, south of 'Mullewa,
for instance?

The PREMIER: Those hlocks arc very
doubtful country for farming.

Mr. Troy: Then why put men on that
cou ntry?

The PREMIER: f do net think any of
on,?- returned soldiers would care to go there.
The theory that the returned nie should be
settled on Crown lands is undoubtedly sound;
but experience has proved that to a large ex-
tent this is impracticable, for the following
reasons: It is found that returned mn arc
moere or less incapacitated from doing hard]
work, and are quite unfit to tackle virgin con-
try. Moreover, the 'lien themselves lmyost uoni-
mously demand improved holdings, as already
stated. I h~ave tried to enmphaise that the
Governmnet do not favour the settlement of re-
turned menl on the heavily timbered country
of the South-West, Ministers being of
opinion that the pioneering difficulties are too
great. However, the time will come when we
shall have our able-bodied men back here, and
those able-bodied men will be better qualified

to deal with this land than are the men re-
turning at the present tine. it is impossible
to expect that the soldiers coming back now
discharged, who are physically unfit for this
heavy pioneering work, should settle in the
virgia forest country of the South-West. How-
ever, I am quite certain the time will COMe
when we shall have,' returned soldiers able to
tackle that country; and when they are ready
to doa so I am quite sure that the Government
of the dJay, whoever they may be, will be will-
ing and able to help such mn to acquire the
laud they want. The charge of the member
for Northanm, that the work of the Government
in the matter of repatriation is inadequate, is,
I think, perfectly unjustifiable anld absolutely
without foundation, because the Government.
have dlone everything they possibly could do for
the men who have returned to Western Aus-
tralia uip to the present time. The only charge
the boa, member makes against the Govern-
m~ent is that the Goverament are not now
clearing large tracts of country, putting up
buildings, and fencing the land readly for set-
tlement.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: There are many wanting
land then?

The PREMIER: There are only about 60
men who have inquired for land who are wait-
ing; a great many have gone away; they do
not desire to go on the land at all. None of
the men are prepared to go on the land in its
virgin state. How can you settle men on on-
cleared land if they are not going to clear it?
We will find the lad for them. The Govern-
ment have "ow 100 acres cleared in the South-
West alongside sonmc of the brookts, and it is
our intention to see that some clearing is done
onl that country as soon as we are in a position
to clear it. But this work cannot be done in
winter time. The Government are prepared to
enter on the wvork of clearing portion of the
lad and preparing it for settlement. And
that work will be entered on as soon as the
opportunity of doing so presents itself. At
the same time we could not go into the coun-
try and take a lot of the blocks which have
already become vacant and start clear-
itig operations onl them, because they are
not in a suitnhle position for doing
so. Tt has to bea remembered that ad-
though we tiave £500 allotted in this
State for the settlement of each man on the
land, that £500 is only for the work oif im-
proveient and for the work of supplying men
with plant. That £500 will not be sufficient,
and the Government intend to supplement the
amount to assist soldier settlers where it is
found that the £500 is not sufficienit.

Mr. Johnston: Any limit?
The PREMIER: The Government will have

to be perfectly sure there is ample security for
the money that is expended, and a great deal
will depend on the character of the men them-
selves, and the work on which they are en-
gaged.

Ar. Lambert: What will the Government do0
for the soldiers already possessing land, re-
turned farmers?

The PREMIER: We are helping these men.
Every returned. farmer has already been: as-
sistemi on the land. I recognise, and every hall.
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nmenmber recognise;, that everything that possi-
bly canl be done is being done for the returned
men, ( ami sorry this has been made a party
question by the member for Northam. What
motive could he have for making this motion
a party question? It could have been moved
in a different way. The lion. member could
have mnoved it as anl ordinary motion, bnt it
is tacked on to the Address-in-reply as an
amendment. Why does the hion. member do
that? To make it a vote of censure on the
Government, What motive actunted the lion.
member? It is not for me to say.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I have already told the
House.

The PREMIER: I think I have answered
fully the conmplaints the hon. member has made,
and the charges lie has levelled against the
Governmnt, of not having spent a large
amount of money in preparing land for men
who are not in sight at the present moment.
I think the House agrees that the policy ad-
opted is the right policy, and the proper policy
under the present circumstances. What mo-
tives have actuated the hion. member? It is
difficult for me to say. The hon, member spent
tine greater part of his time, nearly the whole
of the time he was speaking, to what he had
done when he was in the Government. Only
about three minutes of the hon. member's time
was devoted to what the Government were
doing at the present time.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I do not knlow what thley
are doing.

The PREMUER: [ have already told thle
House what we are doimg. I have already told
the .1ouse what we are prepared to do in thle
future. We have tine repurehased estates that
have been lying on the hands of the Govern -'cent for some years, and I have always felt
that these fine tracts of country shouldI be
utilised for returned soldiers only. For that
purpose the Yandanooka estate has already
been cut up and already a number of men a rc
settled onl tine land and beginning to work.
Time land Inns already been surveyed, and nearly
all has been allotted. But there is a difficulty
about Yandanooka. 'It is not a property well
supplied with water, consequently the Govern-
nient have bad to pint down tanks in various
places to supply thle dliffe~rent Jioldiiigs with
water. The Yandanooka estate wviii settle a
considerable number of mcei, aind it is alonig-
side a railway with all the conveniencees avail-
able for making it a success. But it is not
right to suprose that every mail will mnake a
farmer. Besides, because a uman line been iat
thne front that is no reason why lie should be
expected to engage in tine work of farming.
There are very fewv who will fiud it congenial
to their temperaments. Everything is beinf-z
dlone and will be done to supply these in, with
laind when they require it. f had to take this
nmotion as one of want of confidence in the
Government, as the hon. member moved it as
such. If the lion. member did not intendI it
as a motion of want of confidence lie oild
have tntved it in anot-her form.

Mr, O'Loghlon: You are not making a party
quest-ion of it?

The PREMTER: it is for thQ House to say'
whether the Gloveranent policy of land settle-
ment is to he the future policy of tinis eounl-

try, or whether the lion. mnember 's policy is Lo
be tine laud policy of the future. Tine mnember
for Nortinin is desirous of having ceontrol of
the land policy of the State. It is for memn-
bers to judge whether the lion, rnemaiber shouldt
have cuntrol of the land policy or not. I say
the hopt. inenber must be actuated by some
ulterior motive of which possibly we are uot
aware. I do not knowv what that motive io
Thle lion. mnember seeins to voice the views that
liaxe lbeein expi essed iii tine nnorning Press of
the State for tine last IS months, and the hon.
niemiber is probably backing up those vieiis.
The question whnichn the House has to decide
is whether the destinies of this country are
to be entrusted to tine member for Northanm and
the miorniug Press wvhich ha represents, or
whether they are to be entrusted to mnyself
and( the Government of the dlay. I can a"sure
tine House thnat the Government of the day
and myself are desirous of doing everything
wye call, and are doinig everything we can, in
the interests of thle returned men. I am coin-
Mleat of this, if members speak to the motion
they will be able to inform the Hlouse whether
the Government have assisted men in settling
on tine lands of the country. It is now for
the House to decide winether they have faith
in the caplacity of the present Governmnent to
carry onl tine wvork of thle country, or whether
they will entrust it to the member for Nor-
thaii. 1 have learned before to hear the words
I have uttered twisted by kntaves to be nade
tine sport of fools. I have Wparned that, and
there is no doubt the words T have spoken in
the Past have been t%%isted by others to make
thle spor-t of those who like to believe them.
Those are mny views with reward to thle mat-
ter, and I. trulst the hTonse Will say conclusively
at thle mir-eseilt time winat their feelings are,
aw what their u'ieu a are withn regard to tine
Governmemnt of the day. 1 do0 not want to
ca-rry. on tine governmnent of the country for
.a umoment if memnbers do not consider that
I ann fitted, with, the gentlemn'e alongside of
mre, to be entrusted with the destinies of thle
State.

Afr. MlONTJY (Boabury) [8.403): I feel that
this matter is not one for party politics or
biekerings or personalities in this House. The
question, to my mnind, becomes somewhat simple
it looked at alone, but if mixed up with things
that happened 12 moniths or 18 months ago we
get into a turmoil and we hardly know -what is
before the House. I understand the motion of
thne nmnember for Northam is that the proposals
of the Government arc inadequate. I have
been waiting to hear the counter proposals
which might appear better. To my mind there
is oine question before the House: which is go-
inmg to be best for tine returned soldiers, inn-
proved land or unimproved land? I mean vir-
gin country in the South-West, which takes at
least five years before a man can get a living
off it. tt unnst be rinigharked for a certain
period before it becomes sweetened, and to my
mind the idea of the soldiers having the ad-
vantage of railway communication and repur-
chasing partially improved estates is much
miore to their interests thant being placed on
land removed from railway communication, and
virgin country. I am satisfied of this, that it
often takes until the third generation before
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a good living canl be obtained from the land.
It is not thle man who goes on the land in the
-frst instance who obtains the benefit, and not
often his son, but his grandson. Returned
soldiers are not able and should not be asked
to do the pioneering work in Western Austra-
lia. The best will not be too good for them.
Thle least we an give them are facilities to go
onl partially improved land which has already
railway communication, to give themt an oppor-
tunity of obtaining decent land in returni for
what they have done fur us in the past.
Therefore we should analyse thle proposals be-
fore the House, I say it is a question of what
is best for thle returned soldiers, improved
land with railway communication, or virgin
country without railway communication. The
uitilisation of improved lands next to the rail-
ways will have ray support. I read the pro-
posal as follo ws-Al ready the improved lands
in the possession of the Government are being
mnade available for returned soldiers, but it is
felt that it would be necessary to acquire fur-
tier partly improved properties in the vicinity
of railway lines, a policy which, if wisely fob-
lowed, will have the effect of bringing a good
deal of land into full production. I entirely
agree with that proposal in the interests, not
only of returned soldiers, but in the interests
of the State. We are suffering to-day from
too much railway mileage and too few receipts,
and if our railways are ever going to pay we
must have the land which is available along-
side those railways brought into a state of pro-
duction. In that way we may see our railways
become a source of revenue for thle State.

Mr. Lainbert: How do you propose to bring
the land into a state of production?

Mr. MONEY: The Goveranment intend to
introduce a Bill to bring that about and it will
then be the responsibility of every member of
Parliament if the provisions contained in that
Bill are not adequate. I would ask the Pre-
mnier to give us an undertaking that one of the
first measures to he submitted after the Ad-
dress-in-reply has been disposed of Will be the
Bill to deal with these lands.

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. MONEY: 'When the mleasure is before

the House, it will be our duty to give it our
sole attention and see that it goes through.

-Hon. WV. C. Angwin: You are very innocent.
Hr. ANGI'LO (Gascoyne-onl amiendment)

f8.60]:- I purpose taking the opportunity pre-
sented by the aniendmient moved by the went,
her for Northain to bring before the Hlouse
thle advisability of initiating repatriatiou
se-lmenmes in the North-West of the State. We
should look onl this phase of the question frontl
the point of view of staitesmnen rather thian of
parochial politicians. We all know that thle
war which was flaunched by m'ilitarismn four
Years age has comlpletely upset thle normal
conditions which existed. Huge armnies have
been created, armnies which are fighting ill
different parts of the world, anti when th e
war is over, there will still be militarismn in
existence everywhere. Therefore, w-lhen an
question of settlement of this description is
to be initiated in Australia, there should he
considered which portion of the Continent morn
than any other requires the settlemnent of men

accustomed to thle use of military weapons.
L would ask hen. inembers to call to their
mninds the miap of Australia, and to thinik how
its relationship to other lands close to our
shores is affet.ted. Hon. members will agree
with ine that there is no part of Australia
so closely adjacent to foreignt lands as the
North-West portion of this State. Within two
dlays sail of our Northern ports, we havo huge
islands teeining with millions of aliens who,
every (iny, are becomning more civilised and
lauildiar uith the use of arms. Anyone look-
ing at this question from the point of view
of a statesman must realise the necessity which
exists l or populating, especially with people
like our returned soldiers, that portion of the
Comnonuealth. It is the only sure defence
we are likely to have against aggression. Not
only should thle House realise the importance
of the position but we should endeavouir to
press the qttestion under thle notice of the
Commnonwealth Government. In the North-
West of our- State we have a territory equal
in area to thle whole of Queensland. It stretches
fron,, Geraidlton to cape bondonderry, and that
may be sai to be equal to the distance fromn
flrishn to Cape York. In this area we have
a fol~ulation of only 6,000 people, whilst the
population of Queensland is (380,000, and
Queensland is doing its utmost to *develop its
resources. Mlr. R1yan, the Premiler of Queens-
land, when visiting this State a little while
back lost no opportunity of advertising the
possibilities of Queensland an d urging
mecn to go there, and .I do not blamue
himi for his attitude. There is an-
Other phase Of thle question that I
would bring under notice, and it is that thle
North-West of our State has sent over 11000
mien to the 'Frqnit, amnougst then. being soe
of the finest type of mnanhood who have ever
left the shofes of Australia. MHost of those
viten went with tie mounted infantry.

LMr. O'Isoghilen: Every district nmakes that
clnii.

Mr. ANGE1LO: We canl prove it by figures.
cannot lion. mnembers see the right we have
to claiml attention inl connection with repatria-
tion schemes which may be formulated? No
opportunity should be lost to settle our re-
turned soldiers and we should induce as many
ex-service nuem, as possible to conic to our
shores. f amn afraid, however, that the present
Gov-erment in considering the repatriation
question might he compared with the new lampls
onl motor vehicles, We find on those lamps
there is a line of demnarcation; the lower part
of thle lampii throws the fall force of the light
onl thle road, while the upp~er portion is dimi-
ined. Th'le ,presenkt Government oil thle ques-
tion of repatriation can only see brighitly like
thle lamip of the miotor, that is to say, froin
Geraldton downwards, while so far as north!
ward of Giernldton is concerned their eyes turn-
ig upwards are dinluned. It has been said

several times that it is all very wvell to criti-
cise but that we should advance sonme scheme1
and do some constructive work. I am going
to advance two eclimines and I will be able
to p-rove to hion. members that there is a good
opportunity to do something practicable for
returned men. So far as Gaseoyne is con-,
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cerned, the scheme I intend to suggest is one
in which even men who have lost an armn can
wake a living. I ain not advancing this scheme
as nay own. I intend to bring under the notice
of the House the opinions of four experts who
were sent to the North-West to report on the
possibilities of the Gascoynae, in 1911 Mr.
flespeissis who had been appointed Conmis-
sioner for Tropical Agriculture went through
the North.West, and the result of his investi-
gations was the Ipublieation of a pamphlet, a
copy of which I have here. The panIphiet
was one of thle most readable and instruc:tive
ever issued by the Government. Mr. flespeis-
sis strongly advocated settlement of thme Gas-
coyne district and there is an appendix to
this pamphlet to which I would dr-aw attention.
Hie mentions in the appendix the tropical pro-
duets imported to the State in 1910, products
which were capable of being g-rowas in the
North-West of Western Australia. The value
in that year of those imported tropical pro-
ducts was £2887,029, and thle value of tropical
products imported into the Commonwealth for
the sante year was £4,382,000, When hon.
members ask what we intend to grow up there,
I reply that Mr. Despeissis gives the answer.

Boat. P. Collier: And I do not think he in-
eluded bananas.

Mr. ANGELO: He only credited us with
£5,000 worth of imported bananas, whereas the
value of imported banlanas was £E30,000 last
year, every one of which could have been
grown in the North-West. Thenir Mr. Craw-
ford paid a visit to the North-West. lie was
sent up iii 1912 by the M1%inister for Lands8 in
the late Labour Government. 'Mr. Crawford
also made a strong recommendation. He con-
sidered that dairy farming could be carried
on in the Gascoyne district as wvell as ally-
where throughout Australia. .Then followed
Mr. Moody last year. This officer wrote a.
long report, and I will read one or two ex-
tracts from it. He wrote-

To say that I. am pleased with my visit
is to put it mildly. I all' more than that
and had no idea of the place, quality, and
extent of the country along this river and
the possibilities for intense cultivation. I
had no idea that such splendid country
existed in the State. The land is similar to
that along the River Murray which is util-
ised -for the iinmerons irrigation settlements
in Victoria, and the huge Yanco scheme in
New South Wales. In my opinion here the
soil is of a higher quality and more suitable
fur irrigation. It is far ahead of the Yanco
area in quality and suitability for intense
culture. The water also is of good qnality,
being pure and sweet. I amn satisfied it is
a white manl's country and only regret that
I have been in the State six yei.rs without
seeing the Gascoyne before. I wish to state
that I. know of no better soil conditions in
the whale of Australia, and believe that
sufficient of the abundant, water now run-
ning to waste can be conserved fur the PUr-
pose of settling a large community.
Ron. P. Collier: Does not the bon. member

know that that report earned Moody the sack?
Mr. ANGELO0: It apne to aMe that any-

one who reports well of the North-West gets
the sack.

Hien. P'. Collier: The N\orth-West has been
fatal for public servants. All wrho have re-
ported onl it have had the sack.

Mr. ANGELO., Fli concluding paragraph,
which should please the leader of the Opposi-
tion, rends as follows-

w vish to remnark that thme bananas growing
there are the best I have ever tasted, in-
cluding those fromi Queensland and the
NKorthern rivers of jNew Sonth Wales.

Mr. Scott, the irrigationist, in whom the do-
partmuent has the utmost confidence, after
visiting the Gascoyne thle other day, wrote as
follows-

I eml ,,ost enthusiastic as to the possi-
bilities of this portion of thle State.

I wrote to thle Government some time ago, and
since then a file about four inches thick has
been built up. I thought everything was going
right. Then, presently, thle Under Secretary
suggested that the question should be deferred
for 12 months. I stirred things up again, and
eventually they finalised the thing by suggest-
ig that two returned soldiers should be given

£50,0 each and sent up there. They are going
to settle those men ump there to prove the pea-
sibillitics of irrigation, all on their own. It
would be better if they sent uip one man and
his wife, for aplples will not grow there and so
there would not be nmuch chance of temptation.
The last thing they did was to send Mr. Sur-
veyor Pitt to Carnarron to get samples of the
soil. They allowed him ten guineas for the
purpose. What is thle use of sendling a man
to gret what they had already got?

The Premnier: Wheat was that done?
Mr. AN-\GELO: Mr. Pitt is still up there.

lie sent dlown thle samples six weeks ago. Here,
in Mr. Deapeissis' pamphlet, is all possible in-
formation as to the analysesa of the soil. I
think the officer responsible for the expendi-
tuare of that ten guineas ought to be made to
pay it. He could not have read the file. I
suggest that 2,000 acres of land should be
selected for settlement. 'Mr. Moody says that
it will cost only sa. per acre to clear and
-grado. It is all Government land, so there
will he no question of repurchasing. There is
tme land, and there is the water. The water
merely requires pumping, and we shall have
ono common irrigation scheme established over
the whole area. Then the Government should
plough and plant the lot, and by that time it
will be found that thle proposi .tion has cost,
say, £30 per acre with water provided],
plougmed and planted. It could then be sub-
divided into ten acre lots, for tenl acres will
be ample for the upekep of a man and his
family. He could then be debited with the
cost, and would have some £200 to keep him
going for a couple of years. He could grow
all the vegetables required.

lion. P. Collier: A real Arcadian existence.
Mir. ANGELO: The Government say,

''Why do you not give us figures as to what
you have dlone."' Well, my brother and I have
20 acres under irrigation and we employ eight
men. According to my taxation return .our re-
ceipts were £1,338 and our expenditure £863,
leaving a& profit of £475, for last year we
wrute off £3,making £010 in all for 12
months.
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The Minister for Works: What wages do
you pay your Inr?

Mr. ANGELO: The usual wages.
Mr. Greeni: Are they white iienl
Mr. ANGELO: Well, besides white men we

bare a couple of old Cingalese, bit we should
be very glad to get rid of the latter if you
could send uts white men to take their places.
We are working tinder the most primitive con-
ditions, because we have had no encourage-
mernt or advice fromn the Government. They
have never sent tip a man to show us how to
do the work. That is the secret of our comn-

-paramtive wanit of success. We have been trying
to do tire experimental work for the Govern-
ment at our own expense. Again, if we are
going to settle a lot of men on areas such as
Nornalup, it will Cost a lot for inspection and
supervision, and an armry of inspectors wvill be
required, whereas uinder my scheme one in-
spector could attend to the whole settlement.
A great saving would be made in this one
phase of the question alone. Further, in a
scheme such as the one I am advocating, bar-
racks could be built to accommriodate 30 or 40
bachelors, and married mei's quarters also
could be built. This would effect a great
saving in building material and time in cook-
ing and such other things. A question has
been raised about the climate of the North-
West. The Honorary Mlinister for the North-
West and the Hlonorary Minister for Lands
both know the Gascoyne, as does also the mnem-
ber for 'Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy). It baa one
of jhe finest climates in the world. It is on
the same latitude as Brisbane, a beautiful city
of 163,000 inhabitants.

Hon. F. E]IJ S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) :The climate in Carnarvon is better than
that of Bi-isbane.

Mr. A.NGELO: Of course it is. Can the
putting of a lot of returned soldiers suffering
from shell shock amid the depressing condi-
tions. of huge tiniber and wet sodden country
compare with a scheme for putting thoen into
the brighter conditions of the N\orth-West?
There is no healthier place in the State. No
germs are to be found uip there.

Mr. Lamubert: Nl o self respecting gem]i
would live there.

Mr. ANGELO: It has been said that it
means driving people away from all classes of
amusement. Nothing could be more erroneous,
for when a man has done his week's work hie
can find up there the best fishing or shooting
in Western Australia. To a returned soldier
the conditions of life would be far mnore. bene-
ficial than those down south in tire timber
areas. Not only that, but with the land once
ploughed arid planted even an injured aman
could look after his holding himself, because
all that he would require to do would he a
little weeding and diverting water on to his
crops. The Government say they want more
data, and that it would be a very expensive
pyoposition. It was suggested that to settle
100 men up there wonld cost £C40,000. Last
week the Honorary Minister promised to get
an estimate fronr the Works Department as to
the cost. Needless to say, the estimate is still
coaming. However, I saw Mr. Duackerley, a
practical man, the other day, and on the fol-
lowing morning he made me an offer to do the

whole of the work necessary for providing
water for the sehenme for the sumi of £9,171,
the work to be completed in 12 weeks. That
would run into about £E9 per acre to provide
thle schenre with water, Mr. Dunekerley to sup-
ply the pumping plant, erect the reservoir and
puit down the necessary well in the Gascoyne
River. The House should insist upon the Gov-
ernment giving tlrat scheme immediate atten-
tion. Another scheme that I would suggest is
the settlement of a portion of the Kimnberley
country which at present is populated by only
the natives. The red line on this arap shows
tile fringe of country taken up for pastoral
purposes. The whole of tlris coast lire, with its
hinterland, is untouched. On this coast-line we
have seine of the finest harbours. the State can
boast of, such as Admiralty Gulf, York Sound,
Brunswick Bay, Napier Bay, and last, but not
least, Collier Bay.

floi. P. Collier: Some of my pioneering as-
cestors got uip there.

Mr. ANGELO: They showed their goad
sense. I had a talk with Mr. Canning about
this area, and he reminded me that Mr. Brock-
man had reported that in one portion of it
tirere are 10 million acres of splendid country-,
well grassed and watered.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not the bon. member
know that one can get from the Lands De-
partmient a replort on anything on earth,

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Broekmnan says that this
country is capable of carrying a beast to every
30 or 40 acres. I asked Mr. Canning for Iris
own opinion on it, and he said that it is the
finest pastoral land available for stocking in
the whole of Australia.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the hon. member
eudeavouring to lprove?

Air. ANGELO:- That the Government, in
their repatriation scheme, have left out the
most important part of the State.

Mr, Lambert: But they are not settling
Cingalese just now.

Mr. ANGELO: They are not Cingalese in
that particular part of the eountry, but only
our own aborigines. That is the trouble. The
Bovril company took up this huge Piece Of
country painted red on the map, but they had
to abandon it because they found that the
natives were too bad. I suggest that the Gov-
ernment should work hand in hand with the
two sehenmes, that is, settling our northern
area and settling our soldiers at the same time.
Somes years ago Sir John Forrest, seeing the
possibility of settling East Kimrberley, ar-
ranged an expedition. He procured a steamer
and sent up a party, including surveyors with
all necessary impedimenta. Whyr cannot this
Government do the same? Why not get 100
or 200 returned soldiers, physically fit, and
send them up in a boat, together with the
necessary horses and material, to settle this
huge, undeveloped portionc of our State? These
men will have been accustomed to the use of
the rifle, and if necessary will know how to
protect themselves from the depredations of
tire natives, though I do not think much in.
that way will he required. Fuirthermore, in
the cattle busimress no fencing is required. No
wells would be needed because the country is
already well watered. A few tents would do
for the time being, or cheaply constructed
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buildings could readily be erected. The cows
necessary for stocking this country could also
be purchased at a reasonable price. This
would assist the State in the development of
our northern areas, place a population there
which might later on be necessary for defence
purposes, largely get over the question of set-
tling our returned soldiers who desire to go in
for pastoral pursuits, and there wxe a great
many of these, and last, but not least, would
help to increase our cattle herds, and assist the
Wyndhami Freezing Works in years to come,
and also similar works which must eventually
follow in Derby. On the question of climate,
it may be advanced that it would be ridiculous
to send these brave men to the far North-West.
I may point out that this area is in the same
latitude as Cairns and Cooktown in Queens-
land, and that these two towns are the centres
of large and prosperous districts. In conclu-
sion, I would say that I consider I should
not have been doing mny duty to the North-
West, to this State, or to the Commonwealth
had I not made a claim for consideration for
that portion of Western Australia,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) fg.17]: I am
surprised nt the attitude of the Premier upon
the amendment to the Address-in-reply moved
by the member for Northain (Hon. J. Mit-
ehell). On the formation of the lpresent
Natiounal Government we find the following
embodied in the platform-

Parliamentary freedom, representative
Government, free discussion and action by
members in Parliament, who shall be respon-
sible only to their electors.

This is signed "H. B. Lefroy, leader.'' See-
ing that the Premnier hia subscribed to this
plank in the National party's platform I am
unable to see, for the life of me, why he should
find fault with any nmenmber who, he eonsders,
is fairly criticising the policy of the Govern-
ment. In addition to that, on July 31st, 1917,
this House carried the following resolution-

That in order to more effectively safe-
guard the interests of returned soldiers, this
Rouse is of opinion that a separate depart-
ment under the direct control of a -Minister
for repatriation should be established, hav-
ing the management of all things necessary
to restore our soldiers to the various indus-
tries of the State.

Seeing that this was a direct instruction from
the House, I cannot see why the Premier, if he
has been at All fairly criticised in this connec-
tie", should complain. I do not agree with
the member for Northam that we can place all
our returned soldiers upon the land. OIn ac-
count of the physical incapacity of many of
these unfortunate men, not only shall we not
be able to put them on the land, but possibl
they will be a charge on the State for soni
years to come. The member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkingtoa), the other day, in a rather elo
quent and not altogether f air speec
in many respects, took the Government to task
for what they had not done. He said it was
absolutely useless to talk of repatriation and
meeting the invasion of rabbits, and that the

first thing to consider was taxation. Will the
member for Perth and those who follow him
at any time support ini this Chamber any
reasonable or effective measure of 'taxation?
The hon. member knows well that if an ef-
teetive measure of taxation was brought down
to-morrow morning, he, and those who follow
hinm, would not support it. I think both
branches of the Legislature realise that there
is no hope fo,- this country until the Govern-
,,aent of the day can relieve the position by
meuans of reasonable taxation. There has been
a lot said about the policy of the
late Labour Government. It may be
true that there was an advanced pub-
lic works policy carried on by that
Governm~ent while in office. It was also on-
fortunate that, following on that policy, we,
had this war forced upon us. This, how-
ever, is not the reason why the finances of
the State are in such an unsatisfactory and an
fortunate position as they are to-day.
Neither the member for Northamn, nor the
nmenmber foj Perth, no matter how they may
criticise the Government now in power, will
ever, when the interests of those they repre-
sent are concerned, support any measure
of taxation for the purpose of giving the Gov-
erment of the day sonme financial relief. Until
that is done, and only when tfiat is done, can
any Glovernm~ent bring about the reform the
member for -Northanm desires. I agree with the
member for Northam in some respects. Some
reasonable provision should be made to meet
the requirements of our returned soldiers.
I do not agree with the Premier when he says
that we can wait until the boys return. He
must know that only by some reasonable and
equitable ,mnensure of taxation such as this un-
improved land tax can we become repossessed
of those large areas which are adjacent to our
railway system and are being held for specu-
lative purposes. Until the Premier is prepared
to bring down this measure and give this
House an opportunity of expressing an opinion
Impon it , Nre shall not become repossessed of
those lands which are so vital to the financial
and commercial stability of this country. I
believe with the Minister for Industries that
much can be dlone in the way of assisting our
returned soldiers, and that he is to a great
measure entitled to praise for the attempt he
has made in this direction. Even if he does
not go beyond establishing an industry for the
manufacture of grindstones in this State, he
will, at all events, have been as useful as any
ICC. in the State. no matter how eminent he
may be. If he will assist in establishing the
secondary industries of the State, he will de-
serve our everlasting credit. Only a little while
ago we had a select committee sitting upon the
rabbit question. One of the leading officials of
the State, -Mr. Mann, the Government Analyst,
stated in evidence that we were absolutely
out of phosphorus, a substance whieh is vitally
necessary for stopping the invasion jot rab-
bits. That officer informed the committee it
was impossible to produce phosphorus in
Western Australia. He ought to have been
told by the Government that he could get out
of his office, and should have been given a cer-
tain time in which to produce phosphorus, in-
stead of theorising upon other matters of com-
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paratively little importance to the Country.
Such a matter is of more importance than the
staudardising of potatill whisky and a lot of
ether rubbish of the kind.

Hon. F, E. S. Wilhinott (Ronorory Minis-
ter) : 'You do not call that rubbish?

Mr. LAMB3ERT: 1 do not call it rub-
bish, but it is so by comparison with the sub-
ject of phosphorus, which this officer should
know fall well there is little -difficulty in pro-
ducig in Western Australia. 1 think what
f soy will be borne out by every other respon-
sible officer in the GJovernument possessing a
technical knowledge uf the subject. Only the
other day the Government were being railed
at for aot possessing ths vecry n~ecessary com-
modity. It is quite possible to produce it in
the State. The Minister for Industries
will be supported by the House and]
by the entire country ia his efforts to
establish these industries which are so
essential in the ahsorption of our returned]
soldiers. It is regrettable to find iuembers like
the member for Perth, with all his brilliance
and knowledge, waking a statement that we
should only stick to the three big primary in-
dustries of the State. Hie say;, "Pro-
duce mutton, cattle, and timber." He then
goes on to say that we can practically cut
down the education vote by half, because he
apparently considers that, in this country, we
only have a community of boundary riders,
Cattle thunmpers and bush hewers.

'Mr. O'Loghlen: All ver~y good men.
Mr. LAMBERT: 1 admit thati and am sur-

prised at the member for Perth not having
greater faith in the potential wealth and re-
sources of this country. He can go to men
just as eminent in their profession as he is
in his. He can go to our laboratories here
where men are unselfishly working and devot-
ing their tinme and abilities to research work,
which is so essential to the commercial
life of the State. It is discouraging
to men who are endeavouring to assist this
eourtry in its present financial stress to hear
of men like the member for Perth talking like
this. Furthermnore, it is a bad advertisement
to the State. The day after the member for
Perth made these remarks I1 was met by the
manager of one of the leading business houses
in Perth, who asked if I had heard] what Mr.
Plikington. bad said.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing the member for Perth; we are discuss-
ing the amendment to the Address-in-reply.
Will the bon. member please confine himself to
the subject before the Chair?

Mr. ILAMBERT: I aol only speaking on
this subject in an indirect way, for I main-
tain that the secondary industries of the State
are embraced by repatriation. I desire to
deal as closely as I can -with that asoaect of
the question. Whbile we should urge the GJov-
ernment to make, and insist upon the Gov-
ermnent 'a making, reasonable provision for
land, and upon their taking effective measures
to become repossessed of the land privately
held along our existing railway lines for specul-
lative purposes, and speculative pnrposes lone,
side by side with that we should show some
little faith in the known resources of our coun-
try. Not only should we second the effortsr

of the Minister for Industries, but the Cham]-
ber of anrufacturers and the big importing
houses should be made to realise that, after
all, it will pay them to show a little practical
patriotism by supporting the industries of
their own country. If we realise to the extent
that we shouldI the valuable latent wealth of
this country, there will be very little occasion
to send men ouit into the distant and impos-
sible parts of the State where they will have
very little presoct of earning a decent living,
but we should be ready to place them in con-
genial and payable occupations for which they
are both mentally and physically fitted.

Hon. F. E. S. WTLLMOTT (Honorary Minister)
[9-32): 1 listened with very keen interest to the
remarks of the member for Northam. To me it
seemed that the hon, member talked round and
round his Nornalup scheme. I listened most
attentively to everything that he said . because'
I thought I might learn fronm him something which
would be of great assistance to me in my work
as Honorary Minister. But after hearing that
gentleman from half-past four till a quarter past
six, I had learnt nothing. That may not be the
hon. member's fault:; it may have been his mis-
fortune that ho could not put up something. He
said " Get your surveyors out." and he displayed
a plan like a chess board, showing what Country
had been surveyed south of Manjinsup. But the
trouble is that there are far toe many blocks
surveyed already. The hon. member stated that
he had given instructions that in the survey of
the blocks timber of marketable value was not to
be surveyed in. Were those instructions observed?
I say without fear of contradiction that they were
not. Close on £30,000 was spent in laying out
blocks irrespective of soil or timber or anything
else. The surveyors adhered to the meridian,
and nothing seemed to worry them except tacking
on one bleak to another from Amanjiinnp to the
Southern Ocean. My knowledge of that country
is as rat as that of anyone to-day in Western
Australia. I rode over it for 17 years. I defy
contradiction when I state that on the land as
surveyed into blocks between the coastal country
and the forest there is at the present moment
four feet of water, as regards hundreds and
hundreds of blocks. What is the use of surveying
such Cuntry into blocks?2 Am I going to advise
the Premier to settle returned soldiers on such
land 7 Why, I would not settle the member for
Northam there. I acknowledge that the hon.
member, to whom I wish to give his due, is a very
earnest man, and a goer and a worker. I say
that straight out. But the trouble is that in his
anxiety to open up that country and get it surveyed
the hon. member put on surveyors who had no
idea of what was required,

Hon. J. Miitchell1: There was Mr. Brockman,
the Surveyor General.

Hon. F. B. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Mr., Brockman himself could not get over all that
country. The area is far too large. Mr. Break-
man had to leave the work to surveyors under
him. These surveyors were in that country in
order to make what money they could. Who
blamnes them for that ? They surveyed the whole
country in the face, as the plan shows ; and the
result to day is that those surveys have to be
absolutely discarded. The only use of those
su.-veys has been to assist those officers of the
Forestry Department and the Lands Department
who together have classified the country for timber.
I acknowledge that the timber Classification wil
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be of the greatest possible use in future settlement.
Some of the blocks surveyed carry uip to 100 loads
of kerrn per acre. I am sure the member for Nor-
tham would not wish to sacrifice 100 loads of karri
per acre, to see it wasted, ruthlessly destroyed,
in order to put men en that land. There is in
that district mixed timber country and open
red gum country which can be and will be used.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- When ?
Hon. F. E. S. WIhLMOTT (Honorary Minister):-

But I ask hon. members have they thought what
it is going to cost at present to deal with such
country as that? The country cannot be- dealt
with by traction engines ; the timber is too large.
There is only one satisfactory method of dealing
with it-by using explosives. What is the position
to-day as regards explosives ? They are only
one-fourth as efficient as they were before the
wyar.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- That is what people say of the
present Government,

Hon. F. E. S. WHJLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The trouble in using " Fracture " for that timber
is that one cannot get enough "Fracture" into
the holes bored into the tree to knock the tree,
down : and this although " Fracture " is extremely
powerful, Surely we are not to be asked to have
that country grubbed by hand ? That country,
with the very best appliances obtainable in peace
time, would cost up to £20, and even £30, and .I
really believe for some blocks £4, per acre. I
leave hon. members to work out for themselves
the cost of clearing those blocks by hand. At
the old Warren homestead as much as £L per tree
has been paid, and yet the contractor gave up the
job. The cost of hand clearing becomes apparent
when one knows that thc country carries up to
100 trees per acre.

Mr. O'Loghlen : It looks as if we shall never be
able to settle that country.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister);
We shall be able to settle it, but I do not consider
that it would be advisable to attempt to go into
that country at present.

Mr. O'Loghlen:; If there are 100 trees to the
acre, the land is more valuable for other purposes
than for farming.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
It depends on what the trees are. The member
for Northam said that Mr. Wilson's policy was to
make Crown lands available in every centre. But
can that ho done when there are no Crown lands
in a centre ?

Hon. P. Collier: He meant, every centre where
there are Grown lands. Rurely that is obvious.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
I do not know what he meant. I am simply
stating what he said.

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Wilson meant what any
sensible man would understand.

Hon. F. F. S. WI1LLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Houses, he isaid, were to he erected, land cleared,
and so on. Have net we in the past had a pretty
Aovore lesson as regards 'geing ahead with the
clearing of country without having people there
to take it up immediately ? I think we have.
Let me take Denmark as an example. There we
had a case of improvements being made at heavy
cost and then not being maintained, with the
result of the last state of the land being worse
than its first, with consequent very heavy loss to
the State. The area of Denmark is given at
something over 26.000 acres. The price paid for
it was £26,000. The accumulated debit to date
is £75,000, of which sum £27,000 is represented by

clearing : and of the clearing not live per cent.
is to-dav effective.

Hon. J1. Mitchell : That was scrubbing.
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

It was scrubbing on some blocks, and clearing on
others. Nominally, 347 selections totalling 19,000
acres were sold for £20,000 ; but of the 347 selec-
tions 101 were actually abandoned ; and as regards
the balance of 240 ostensibly occupie d at the
Moment, it is questionable whether 100 settlers
are to be actually found on the land.

Hon. P. Collier: What are you doing to keep
them there ?

Hon. F. R. S. WILLMOTT (Honxorary Minister):
Are we to continue such a policy as that ? I say,
no, certainly not. And it wvould be madness to go
into the Warren country at the present time to
clear virgin land, put up houses, and fence. The
member for Northamn knows perfectly well that
in that heavily timbered country one cannot
fence. Even when one is living on the sPot, it
takes one all one's time to keep the fences effective.
Let the hon. member go and look at somec of the
abandoned properties in that district now, and see
the state of them-houses burnt down, fences
knocked to pieces, scrub growing up. It would
be a mad waste of money to proceed on such
lines. Regarding Nornalup again, to settle men
in that district without railway communication
is a thing this House would never agree to.

Mr. Munsie:- But a great boom was made of
Nornalup for a long time.

Hon. F. E. S. WJLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
I do not know by whom that boom was made.
Nornalup is a beautiful and healthy and very
fertile spot.

Mir. Munsie: ])o you know there are only two
settlers in the Nornalu p district ?

Hon. F. E. S. WIILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
I know that because I have been there.

Mr. Ilunsie : It has net been tried.
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

It has been tried. If hon. members wvould go to
Mr. Endlanger's place at Norniaiup, they would
see something to gladden their hearts-the
wonderful fertility of the land.

Mir. O'Loghlen: That can be seen on the
Riverton estate also.

Mr. H. Robinson: Why cannot others do what
he is doing ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
That man wont to that district with money.

Mr. 'Hickmott: How long ago ?
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister)

S~everal years ago. Have the returned soldiers
money? Very, very few of them have. I for
one would never agree to settle in that district
soldiers or other people until railway cominuni.
cation exists. To link that country up with
Denmark on the ene hand, or Manjimup on the,
other, means 130 miles of railway construction.

Hon. J. Mitchell:- But look at the country.
Hon. F. E. S. W[LLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

At present our railways are not proviug so profit-
able that we should want to build more immed-
iately. In the absence of railway construction
it would be madness to siend returned soldiers
to Nornalup. The Premier has told the 'House
that 2,276 blocks ivere surveyed south of Mfanji.
mup, but those surveys were made in such an
unsatisfactory way that they are no good to us
to-day, and that wvill have to be remedied.

Mr. Muasie:- What are you doing to remedy it ?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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Hon. F. E. S. WILLMIOTT (Honorary Minister):
The member for Northanm said that the scheme
put up by the Government of the dlay was to
spend something like two millions sterling and
that the Commonwealth were to find the money.
Boiled down, what did it amount to ? The Com-
monwealth said they could find the large sum
of £14,000.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: They said nothing of the
sort.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The member for Northam said that perhaps the
South-West was too vast and that we were afraid.
Why go right away to the South of Mlanjimup
when, as hon. members have stated, there is a
lot of land adjacent to the railways which is not
being used to the best advantage at the present
time.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Which areas appeal to you?
Hon. F. B. S. WLLLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

South of Perth on the South-Western line.I
know excellent country in the neighbourhood
of Pinjarra and from there on to Burrekup, near
Waterloo. There is also a lot of land that we
should repurchase between Boyanup and Bridge-
town which to-day is not producing what it should.
The soldiers who get hold of some of that land
will he lucky men indeed. The land has been
ringbarked for a great many years; it is sweet
to-day and the timber being ed tcnb el
with in a much more satisractory and economical
manner than the green virgin country. It would
pay to give £3 or £4 an acre f or that land rather
than put men on to virgin country south of
Manjimup and tackle it in its reen state.

Hon. P. Collier:- This is a new discovery on
the part of the Government.

Hon. F. E. S. WTLIJMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Steps have been taken-

Hon. P. Collier: To re-purchase?
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

No, to go into that matter end see what land is
available. There are men there at the present
time engaged on that work, and I am sure the
H1ouse will accept their opinon. The object is to
ascertain exactly what land we have within
Dine miles of railways, lands which are not being
used.

Hon. P. Collier:- You do not know that you
will get legislative authority yet ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
I am coming to that. In the Bill which it is
proposed to submit to Parliament there is a com-
pulsory purchase clause. If these people are
not prepared to part with their land at a reason-
able price, the Government will he enabled to
step in and secure it-

Air. OtLoghlon: W~hat did it cost you to get
the Harvey blocks prepared for the soldiers who
went away dissatisfied

Hon. F. E. S. WITJLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
I do not altogether blame them. The drainage
scheme there was inadequate, and the trouble ie
that it was found to he inadequate only within
the last two winters when heavy rains have falen.
We had to close that land against selection until
further drains were put in.

Mr. O'tnghlon:- Is that not likely to apply
to the other locaties. you have mentioned as well ?

Hon. F. E. S. WIJJLMOfl (Honorary Minister):
I think not.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Of course ; they are exactly
the same.

Hon. F. E. S. WIILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The member for Northern had in his mind the

construction of three railways in connection with
the Nornalup scheme, one from Wilgarup to
Mount Barker, the second from Big Brook to
Denmark and the third from Big Brook to
Augusta. It would have been an ambitious
scheme if the money had been available. These
railways would have opened up a large tract of
country, but what is the use of talking like that
when we know there is no chance of getting the
money which would be necessary ? In February,
1917, parties were despatehed to carry out a
railway survey between the Deep River. and the
Franklin River. In August, 1917, the work
was stopped on account of the wet weather, and
when summer came again the surveyors were
not sent back because funds wore not available.
The member for Bunbury, I ame glad to say, am
proves of the re-purchasing of suitable partially
improved holdings.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Recall the Agent general;
why allow him to tell them in England that we
have mil lions of acres available when we have
not ?

Hon. F. H. S. WILLMQTT (Honorary Minister):
We have the area but we cannot make it avail-
able because we have not the railways.

Mr. O'Loghlen:. Well, tell that to the people
in England.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The member for Csscoyne referred to the possibill.
ties of the North-West. I know the land there
well, and I am aware that if water can be obtained
at a reasonable price it may be worth while going
on with the scheme ho proposes, but when the hon.
member blows into my office on Thursday, and on
the following Monday inquires if the engineers
have suibmitted a price for which the work can be
done, he is expecting tuo much. The hon. member
said that Mr. Dunkerley had stated that lit, could
do the work for £9,000. I would ask whethdo this
Mr. Dunlcerley is an engineer.

Members: Yes.
Hon. F. R. K WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

Hon. members say, " Yes," but they do not know.
Mr. O'Loghlen:- What does it matter ?
Hon. F. B. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):.

It matters a great deal. Of what use is it to have
a man who can say that a scheme can he carried
out for £9,000 if he is not a competent engineer ?
I do not know Mr. Dunkerley, but the member for
Gascoyne appears to have great faith in him.
l am interes ted to hear the price at which this work
can be done and as soon as the reports from the
Government engineers are available it will be more
interesting still to make comparisons. The bon.
member, I presume on account of the absence of
the member for Kim berley, had something to say
shout the Kimberleys. So far as sending men to
the Kimberleys is concerned, only those who have
lived there should .be sent to squat there.

Mr. Angelo: Why?
Hon. F. R. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

Because they have to be acclimatised. Any man
not used to that country becomes disgusted with
it after 12 months residence there. If he remains
there, however, he becomes more settled. One
individual suggested that men should be sent to
Moola Bulla for six months and they would become
capable stoekmen.

Hon. P. Collier: One of your Government
officials said that.

Mr. Angelo-. A thousand men have left the
North-West ; give them a show.
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Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) -
Half a dozen men have already been fixed up on
pastoral propositions.

Hon. P. Collier: That is six, and two others
have applied.

Hon. F. E. S. WJLLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Six have applied and six have been fixed up.
There was a strip of country 10 miles wide which
was kept open as a tick barrier, but I am sorry to
say that the barrier existed on paper only and that
the cattle took no notice of the marks on the
plan, and wandered across the barrier at their
own sweet will. I think that 10-mile strip cant be
utilised with great advantage for eur returned
soldiers. That is a matter which is receiving
attention at the present time. We have heard
a great deal inside aind outside of the Rouse as to
what is being done and what is not being done.
What do we find ? We Find that the repatriation
scheme we are working under to-day was inaugu-
rated in May, 1918, three months ago. The Corn-
montwealth did not come to a decision until then.
That is the trouble. I have been interested in
this matter since the War Council was first ap-
pointed. The War Council dealt with land settle-
ment for a time and I can assure hon. members
that it wee very disheartening indeed because
everything had to be submitted to Melbourne
for approval. That is altered now.

Hon. P. Collier: I have documents f rom the
trenches which were circulated 12 months ago
and which set out thd Commonwealth scheme.

H-on. F. E. S, WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The repatriation scheme was explained to the
.Senate on the 2nd May. 1915. The member for
Northern knows that it was understood that
funds would be provided by the Federal Govern-
ment for such work as roads and railways to open
up our lands, and all the schemes for settling
soldiers on the land depended on that, but when
that scheme was altered, the original proposals
had to go by the hoard.

Hon . r. Collier : Senator Millen's speech was
delivered in July, 1917.

Hon. F. E. S9. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
That was his first speech, hut the scheme we are
working under now was unfolded in May, 1918.
When the Federal Government altered their
policy, we had to alter our land policy.

Hon. P. Collier: They did nut alter their policy.
Hon. F. E. S. WILIAOTT (Honorary Minister):

That is a matter of opinion.
Hon. P. Collier: It is a matter of fact.
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

I say they did, and what I say is right. In the
South-West we have a much better chance of
settling a large number of men than in any other
portion of the State. In the Eastern districts a
large area is required if a man is to be successful,
hut in the South-West from 100 to 150 aeres of
the best land is sufficient.

Mr. Harrison: How many ha~ve you placed in
the South-West ?

Hon. F. R. S. WIIJLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Very few.

Mr. Harrison: And how many in the Eastern
districts ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Most of the returned soldiers have been placed
in the Eastern districts, because the applications
have been for the Eastern districts in consequence
of the men not knowing the cenditions of the South-
West.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- Should you not outline the
conditions to them ?

Hon. F. FE. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :
They have been outlined to them, hut the men
have an idea that it is easier. to make a success
of it in the Eastern districts.

Mr. O'Leghlen : Can you explain how it is that
Queensland is pushing land settlement so well ?

lRon. FY E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):-
From the complaints that I have heard I do net
think they are much more successful than are
We.

Mr. O'Leghlen : Read the reports of sonme of
the returned soldiers.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):-
I have read them. T know that in New Zealand,
where they have paid up to £40 per acre for land
for returned soldiers, they ame in a bigger hole
than are we. In the South-West we can put a
man on frmn 100 to 1590 acres, and if it is first-lass
land he can keep 20 cows and make a good living.
A little while ago the Lader of the Opposition
interjected that we were sending out ef the State
£900,000 annually for dairy products. The South-
West is the district in which to grow these products.
Unfortunately, if the men do niot want to go down
there they cannot be compelled to go.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Make it sufficiently attrac-
tive.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):-
The most attractive offer we can make those men
is to put them on aweat~ped land, and not on virgin
soil. That is why I am so strong on purchasing
partly improved land alongside ther railways. We
have had hut one application for virgin Crown
lands, and I could not fix him UP, because he
applied for a reserve which the local reads board
refused to part with.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I have a letter from the corn.
mittee, intimating that they will take up the whole
reserve if you make it available.

'Mr. Pickering:; What about the application at
Thompson's Brook ?

Mr. O'Loghlen:- The soldiers are prepared to
take the whole of the reserve.

-Hon. F. R. S. WUILMZOTT (Honorary Minister):t
-Something has been said in regard to the replir-
chased estates. At Avondale we have a local
repatriation committee. We are forming these
local committees throughout the State, and they
should be of the greatest assistance.

Hun. W. C. Angwin:. Who is the "we " who are
forming them ? The Federal Government are
forming them.

Hlon. F. E. S. WILTItOTT (Honorary Minister):-
No, that is entirely different. The same committee
have agreed to take on the land settlement in many
cases. In some cases there is a slight difference
in the personnel. Those local men know the local
conditions, and have been of very considerable
assistance, not only to the department but to the
soldiers themselves. At Avondale the local re-
patriation committee will lend valuable aid to
the men. The member for the district (Mr.
lBroun) has already been of great assistance to
uts in respect of the Avondalo estate. At Yan-
danooka we have to find water fur the men. For
weeks we have had engineers there fixing sites
so that we can let a contract for the lot at the one
time. I think that by the; end of the sum mer as
much of that estate as is going to be thrown open
will be ready.

M~r. Troy:- At what price?
Hon. F. E. S. WILLWOTT (Honorary Minister):

At an average of £2 10s. per acre. Of course the
best of the land is nearly double that price. -1I
know of no better land in Western Australia
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than the pick of Yandanoolca. The 70,000 acres
on the west side of the line is pastoral land. I
think it is well to bold that as a conmmonage for
the assistance of those taking tip the better por-
tion of the conditional purchase land on the eastern
side. With that area as a comne those
men should make good. If the=feed getsa little
short on their holdings they can always fall back
on the 70,000 acres, which is well watered.

Mr. Pickering:. How many do you expect to
settle at Yandanooka 7

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Over 50 men. Of course in that country it is
not advisable to put them on small areas.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- What area is available ?
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

There are roughly 70,000 acres of freehold and
70,000 acres of pastoral land, which is rather
poor country. It is not proposed to turn those
men loose up there. We have a very excellent
man there in Mr. White, who will look after the
men and render every' possible assistance. The
same will be done at Avondale and on any other
estate of the sort. Up to the present we have
not found any man anxious or even willing to go
on a training farm. Still I think it is very neces-
sary that we should have training farms, and
that Brunswick on the one hand and Avondale
on the other, should bo need for that purpose.
In England, unfortunately, the training farms
have not been a success, but I hope that out here
we shall have better results. The Premier said,
and 1. want to stress the point, that the men coining
back to-day are not physically fit. In England
they have a land scheme. What do they say
They say this-

These colonies are intended for sound men,
and most of the men so far discharged are not
considered fit enough, so there have been very
few suitable applicants.

We are in exactly the same position here. Even
thoe who have obtained their, medical certificates
and passed the qualification board and been
placed on the land, after being some months there
have had to come beck and sgay their health will
not allow them to continue. lIt would be a crime
to force those men, who are not physically fit,
to go on the land. Those of us who have made
our living off the land for many years know that
the land will only produce according to the labour
put into it. The land will not produce on being
tickled. I know that in Devonshire and in Corn-
wall, where the member for North-East Fme-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwinl comecs from, the
land is so productive that if you drop a, wire nail
over night you will find a crowbar in the morningt
That is not the case here. If one is going to make
a living off the land, one has to work very hard
indeed, and the seen at present returning to our
shores are not physically fit to take on pioneering
work, although, in some instances, they are fit
to take on partially improved properties. A man
comes along and says he wants to go on the land.
The doctor says he has a reasonable chenee of
pulling through. The qualification board do
not altogether like the look of him, hut are willing
to give him a trial. The department has thus
been run sympathetically all the time. But,
unfortunately, as I have said, many of the men
after being placed on the land have had to give
it up. They are advanced £500 of Commonwealth
money for improvements. We are responsible
to the Commonwealth to see that the monieyi
properly sent. Mr- Camm. who was broughtu
to take charge of that department, is a very ex-

cellent and most efficient officer, but it meant
that if Mr. Gamin remained there in charge
another department would have to be created to
handle the cash.

Mr. Pickering: Why could you not use the
Agricultural Bank],?

Hon. F. E. S. WVILLMO0TT (Honorary Minister):
We tried it, bet we found that with the bank
where it is and with Air, Gami in the Lands De-
piartment, there was considerable confusion.

Mr. Pickering:- So there is now.
Hon. F. R. S. WIhLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

Theme is not. In consequence everybody was
disappointed with the result. Than Mr. MeLarty
we could not have a better man.

Hon, P. Collier:- You said the same thing about
Mr. Comm.

Hon. F. E. S9. WTLLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
Yes, but we could not work in with the Agri-
cultural Bank.

Mr. Pickering: To whom, then, does Mr. MeIarty
belong ?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):.
Mr. MeLarty is still an officer of the Agricultural
Bank, but his office is 'in the Lands Department,
where ho is surrounded by Lands Department
officers with all the information available for him,
and where he is directly under the control of the
Premier, the Minister in charge of repatriation.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Whet is the reason why the
Premier took charge of repatriation ?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (H~onorary Minister):
Because the matter is so important that it should
be under a portfolioed Minister. It has been said
in this House and in another place that Honorary
Ministers should be merely advisers.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Rave you adopted that policy?
Hon. F. E. S. WILI.MOTT (Honorary Mlinisterl:

Personally I am working as an off-eider to the
Premier. Everyone knows that an off-sider gets
plenty of work and generally all the dust.

Hon. P. Collier : Who is the off-aider in the
Agricultural Department?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
The Premier.

Air. O'Loghlen - Tell us the cost at Harvey,
and the number of men who will he put there.

Hoji. F. R. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
It depends a great deal on the efficiency of -the
drains now in hand. If they arc efficient we can
put several more men on.-

Mr. O'Loghlen : Have you any idea as to how
Many, all told?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min.
ister) : No, because I differ with some of
the departmental officers. There' is a portion
of the Harvey estate which is a very poor pro-
position. The idea of certain officers is that these
men should he given so much cleared land and so
touch of the rough land. I do not think that is
advisable. Moreover, these men do not want it,
and are not fitted to go on some of the rough land
we have there.,

I-on. P. Cojhior: The Harvey is as much im.
proved as a good deal of the land in the State.

Hon. F. E. S. WIILMOTT (Honorary Minister);
A portion of it is improved, but a large quantity
of it is still in thte virgin state. There is a lot of
it which is not ringbarked, and it is proposed to
give a proportion of that to these mnic. We
stopped receiving applications for the No. 2
scheme until the drainage was fixed up. Ap-
proval has3 been given for a further expenditure
there in order to hurry matters on,

Mr. OtLoghlen : About £7,000 is authorised.
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Ron. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
More than that.

Mr. O'Loghien: Is that all, it is proposed to
spend in this direction ?

Ronm F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):
No. Having watched this land settlement busi-
ness from the beginning of the War Council of
Western Australia, I may say that I am proud
of the work which has been done. In spite of
the criticism of people who, as, a rubl, know nothing
about the matter, I say that very fair progress
has been made, and that we have handled the
land settlement portion of our repatriation oper-
ations aes well as they have been handled in any
other State in the Commonwealth. We will
continue to handle them in that way if we are
here. When the reports come in from the
surveyors who are, at present on the Eastern and
South-Western lines we shall know exactly how
much land we have at our disposal. We shall
have all the knowledge required to purchase, if
necessary, those lands adjacent to the railways.

Hon. P. Coller: We will make things move then.
Honl. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister) :

Yes, and in such a way that it will he a long time
before any other member in this Chamber has
the temerity to move what is practically a motion
of want of confidence in the Government, who
have done so much and are prepared to go on
doing as much as they have done in the past.
Very excellent work has been done under trying
circumstances. If hin. members knewr as me.
as; I know about the work they wvould ho the first
to agree with me, and applaud the Government
for what they have done. In my opinion the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) has made
oat no ease at all. I have not the slightest doubt
of the result of the debate.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The whip has been cracked.
Ron. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

It has not been cracked. The hon. member must
not think that all parties are run as his is run.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know that.
Mr. Munsie: Why was a meeting held this after-

noon ?
Hon. F. E. S. WELLMOTT (Honorary Minister):

This soldier settlement scheme is being adminis-
teresi in the most sympathetic manner by Mir.
Metarty, who has a very large knowledge of the
work, and possesses a wide knowledge of our
lands. He is assisted by a capable staff. The
services of Mir. Camm are still being utilised.
Ho is an officer for whom I have the greatest re-
gard, and I respect his opinion. There is no
friction between those officers, as has been stated.
They are working together amicably, to the one
end, namely, the settlement of the soldiers on
our land in a sympathetic manner, and wvith a
thorough knowledge of their requirements.

The Minister for Mines: And with profit to the
men themselves.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMVOTT (Honorary Minister):
Not only that, but with profit to the State.' It
is far better to settle 100 men on theland properly
than to put 300 men on the land to tun out fail-
aires, as some hon. members would have us do.

On motion by Ron. T. Walker, debate ad-
fourned.

Rouse adjourned at 10-31 p.m.

lcgio~ative Council,
Pleduesday, 4th Septemb er, 1918.

The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

OBITUARY-LORD FORREST.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon. H.
11. Colebatchi-Eust) [4.31]: It is my snd
duty to inform the House that the Govern-
ment this morning received from the Acting
Prime Minister of the Conmnonwealth n
intimation of the death of Lord Forrest,
whiceh occurred yesterday. During the course
of Lord Forrest's painful illness the heart-
felt sympathies of the peopile of Western
Australia have gone out to him, to Lady
Forrest, and to his relatives; and the news
of his death will be received in thousands of
homes thr-oughout this State with a feeling
of personial loss. As ain explorer, as an ad-
ministrator under the Imperial Government,
.as Premier of this State, and as our fore-
miost representative in the Commonwealth
Parliament, Lord Forrest for over half a
century played the leading part in the build-
ing up of Western Australia. The high hon-
our recently bestowed upon him by His
Majesty the Ring, an honour unique in the
records of Australian statesmen, was ac-
cepted throughout the Commonwealth as a
fitting tribute to his great services to the
Empire. There is no way in which we can
adequately recognise his services to the
country' which lie so dearly loved, and for
which his broad vision, his wvise and far-
sighted statesmanship, have done so much.
But front one end to the other of this State
we find enduring records of his high aims
sad great achievements, nnd years will not
efface his memory from the hearts of a grate-
ful people. There is an element of peculiar
sadness about his death-so far away front his
bionic and his friends, though he-was attended to
the last by the lifelong partner of his joys
and sorrows. Yet we cannot but believe
that lisa closing hours were brightened by the
knowledge of a long life well spent in the
service of his country. }Ie was a fearless
pioneer, a single-minded administrator, a
statesman with few rivals in the whole wide
realm of Britain's colonising enterprises; and,
above all, hie was a great, good, kind-hearted,
high somiled. and honourable gentleman.
meom like TLord Forrest are not produced fre-
quently in a country, or in a century; and
there are few of us who will live to look
upon his like again.

Foremost captain of his tine,
Rich in saving common sense;
And as the greatest only are,
1o Uis simplicity sublime.

O voice fromi which their omens all men drew,
o iro nerve.. to trute ocaio true,
o falln. at length that tower of strength
Which stood four-square to nil the wids that blew.


